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Abstract

The Middle Minoan Tholos Tomb A at Apesokari, which was excavated in 1942 by the
archaeologist August Schorgendorfer, was used by the community that inhabited the long-lived
neighbouring settlement on Vigla hill. This presentation examines the tomb as the diachronic locus of
the mortuary practices and of the associated commemorative rituals performed by the social unit using
it as a burial ground. New data emerging from the recent study project of the burial assemblage suggests
that the rooms of the rectangular annex complex and the paved area with the open-air 'altar’ were used
simultaneously with the burial chamber throughout the latter's period of use and beyond. The use of
oval larnakes, a stamnoid jar and a large pithos for individualized burials or for relocating the skeletal
remains in the annexes documents a more diversified picture of primary and secondary burial practices.
In addition, the objects found in the annex complex—mainly handleless cups—and outside the tomb
demonstrate that the emphasis was on reinforcing group identity. The paved area is particularly
reconstructed as the epicentre of interaction of the living community members with the ancestors. This
interaction took place not only at the time of funeral episodes relating to the main phase of use of the
tholos (Middle Minoan IA-IB) but also during Middle Minoan II, when the use of the burial chamber
was probably limited, and possibly during Middle Minoan III. The presence in the paved area of clay
pots for the offering and the consumption of liquids and to a lesser extent for storing and serving food is
evidence of commensality events, as was also the case in other Mesara tholoi.

The preliminary conclusions on the nature of occupation at Apesokari will also be presented,
building on the ongoing study of the deposits recovered from the excavated building complex on the
southwest slope of Vigla hill. The material assemblage, which displays close ties to Phaistos and other
sites in the Mesara plain, will form the basis for reconstructing the chronology of the settlement
according to the reconsideration of the Middle Minoan IA to MM III pottery deposits at Phaistos, Ayia
Triada and Kamilari.
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Through the lens: August Schorgendorfer and Apesokari

Méoa ano tov gaxo: o August Schorgendorfer kat 1o Anecwkdpt

0 Meocopvoikog Oolwtds Tagog A 010 Amecwkapt, mov avackagnke o 1942 and tov apyatoldyo
August Schorgendorfer, oxeti{etatl pe TV KOVOTNTA TOV KATOLKOVGE GTOV HAKPOPLO YEITOVIKO OKIGUO 6TO AOQO
BiyAa. H napovoiaon avti) e§etdlel tov 1d@o wg draxpovikd onueio towv ta@ikwv e0ipwv kat Twv cuvdeopevav
AVAUVIOTIKOV TEAETOVPYLWV TTOV TEAOVVTAV A0 TNV KOIVWVIKI] OpAda TOv TOV XPNOLILOTOIN0E WG XWPO TAPNS.
Néa otorxeia OV TPOKVTOVY ATO TNV TPOCPATH HEAETT TOV TAPIKOV GUVOAOV VTTOdeIKVUOVY 0TI Ta SwpaTia Tov
opfoywviov TapapTAHATOG Kal 0 TAAKOOTPWTOG XWpog pe Tov vmaibpio, pn dwatnpnuévo onuepa, “Pwpo’
xpnotporomOnkav kad'oAn tn duapkera TG xpriong Tov Tagkov Balapov kat petayevéotepa. H xpion woetdwv
Aapvakwy, evog oTapvoeldovs ayyeiov kat evog peyalov mibov yia efatopikevpéves Ta@ég i) yia v andbeon
00TWV KATA T deVTEPOYEVI] TAPT) OTA OGTEOPVAAKLA TEKUNPLOVEL [1LA TTLO SLAPOPOTOMUEVT EIKOVA TOV TAPIKWY
npaktikwv. EmimAéoy, Ta avtikeipeva mov Bpédnkav 1o mapaptnua - kvpiwg dwta kOmeAla — alld kat éw anod
Tov 00AwTO TAQO amodetkviovy Tt Jtvotav Eueacn oTny evioxvon Tng TavtoTnTag TNG opddag. O MAakdoTpwTog
X@POG, £10IKOTEPA, EPUNVEVETAL WG TO ETMIKEVTPO TNG AAANAENidpaons Twv pelwv TG KowoOTNTAG HE TOVG
npoyovovs. Avtii  alAnhenidpaocn ehauPave xwpa oxt povo katd Tig emikideieg TEAETEG MOV oXeTI(OVTAV pE TN
KOpLa gaon xpnong tne 00Aov (Meoopvwukn IA - IB), alld kat kata tn Stapkera Tng Mecopvwikig II, otav n
XpNon Tov Ta@ikov Balapov frav pdAlov nepropiopév, kat evdexopévwg kat kata tn Mecopwvwikn III nepiodo.
H napovoia o6tov TAak0oTPpwTO XWPO THALVWV AyyEiwV yla TV TPOCPOPA KAl TNV KATAVAAWGT VYpWV Kal OF
kpotepo Padud yua v anobnkevon kat katavilwon Tpo@ipwv vrodnlwver TV Téleon opadikwv
ovvafpoicewv Kat opadikig Katavalwong ToTov Kat GaynTov, onwg cuvéPave kat o aAlovg BolwTovs Tagovg
¢ Meoapag.

Oa tapovoiacBoiv, enionG, Ta TPOKATAPKTIKA ATOTEAECHATA GXETIKA [LE TN QVON TNG KATOIKNONG
0TO0 ATECWKAPL OV TPOKOTTOVY amd TN ovveXt{opevn pENET TOV EMXWOEWV TOV AVECKAUPUEVOV
OLKLOTIKOD GUYKPOTHHatog 0T votodvtik kAttd Tov Aog@ov Biyla. To ovvolo twv gvpnuatwv mov
xapaktnpietar and moAAég opotdtnTes pe ta vAka katalowma g Patotov kar dAwv Bécewv NG
Mecapag Ba armoteréoel Tn Paon yia TV avachvOeon TnG Xpovorloynong Tov OKIGHOD, COUYWVA UE TNV
avabewpnon twv Meocopvwikwv IA éwg III anoBécewv kepapekng otn ®aoto, tnv Ayia Tprada kat To
KapnAapt.
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