


The place of men and women in Neopalatial iconography

The ways in which a society constructs the roles of men and women is one of its most
essential features, the foundation of many other social relations. These questions have
obviously had a particular interest in Minoan studies, ever since the earliest scholars
identified what seemed to them an unusually prominent role for women in Minoan
iconography. More generally, exploring the roles attributed to men and women has in
diverse fields (anthropology, history and classics) proven an invaluable key and entry
point for structural analysis that aims to unpick a society’s view of itself and the cosmos.
Many studies of the role of men and women in Minoan society have brought in evidence
from all over the Aegean and from diverse periods, while others have been confined to
individual aspects of the broader topic, such as women'’s costume, male haircuts, or
initiation rites. But increased understanding of the chronology of items like sealstones
combined with a much greater contextual awareness in the field generally and the
publication of major corpora, like the CMS series, means that it is now possible to
investigate these issues both more holistically and with a narrower chronological and
geographic focus. This paper aims to investigate what kind of picture emerges if we
confine ourselves to the evidence of Neopalatial Crete, charting patterns across the
range of iconographic materials from seals all the way up to the wall-painting. This
forms a basis against which the evidence from other times and places can be compared.
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O TpOTOG pE TOV OO0 UL KOWVWVIA KATAOKEVALEL TOUG POAOVUG TWV AVEPWV KAL TWV
YUVALIK@OV €ival éva amd To O ONUAVTIKA XAPAKTNPLOTIKA TG, KaBWS amoTeAel
Baon MOAAWV GAAWV KOWVWVIKWV OYE0EwV. Ta OXETIKA PE qUTO TO BEPA EPWTNUATH
ATOKTOVV éva 8laitepo evila@épov oty mepimtwon s Mvwikig Kpntng, kabwg ot
TPWTEPYATEG TWV MIVWIK®OV PEAETWV MO pavay OTL 6T Mvwikn elkovoypa@ia ot
yuvaikeg @ailvetal va katéxouvv pa Wiaitepn 6éom. Tevikd n Siepevivion Twv poAwv
TWV avOPWV KAL TWV YUVALIKWV €XEL amodelyDel o€ Sapopous Topels (0w avTol ™G
avBpwTmoAoylag, TNG LOTOPLAG KAl TWV KAAGIKWV 6TIOVSWV) €va TTOAVTIHO €pYaAEio Yia
{Loe SOULKT avdAvoT TIoU 6TOX0 TNG £XEL VU SIEAEUKAVEL TN BE®PNON HLXG KOWVWVIAG Yo
TOV €aUTO TNG KAl Tov KOopo. [ToAAEG pedéteg ue BEpa tn Béon Twv avépwv KAl TwV
YUVQLK®OV 0TI LVWLIKT KOW®VIK avTAOUV TO UVAIKO TOUG a6 6A0 Tov Alyatlakd KOGHO
KAl atto SLa@opeg TEPLOBOUG, EVW GAAEG LEAETEG TIEPLOPILOVTAL OE HELOVWUEVES TIAEVPES
TOU (PALVOUEVOV, OTIWG 1) EVOUHACIA TWV YUVALK®WY, TH AVTPIKA KOUPEUATA 1] OL TEAETEG
uetafaong. H ouvexws avfavipevn, Opws, KATavonor TG XPOVOAGYNOTG AVTIKEIUEVWV
OmMwG oL o@payldoABol, oe ouvlLACUO ME ML HEYAAUTEPT OULVELONTOTIONON TNG
ONUACLAG TWV CUUPPATOUEVWY, KABWE KoL 1] SNLOCIEVOT) CUYKEVTPWTIKWOV KATAAOY WV,
OTWG N OEPAE TwV TOUWV CMS, onpaivel 6TL Twpa TLa elvat SuvaTo Vo EEETACOVIE AVTA
To (NTIUATA LE EVAV TILO OALGTIKO TPOTIO, KAL OE (L TILO CUYKEKPLUEVT] XPOVOAOYLKT] KAL
ToToypa@KN Bd&om. AUTH 1 OUAL OKOTIEVEL VA TIAPOVCLACEL TNV ELKOVA IOV TIPOKVTITEL
Qv TEPLOPLOTOVUE 0TO VAIKO amd tnv Neoavaktopikny Kpntn, Aapfavovtag vtoym 6An
TNV TOWKIALQ TOV EIKOVOYPA@PLIKOV VALKOV, aTIO TIG 0@PaYISEG HEXPL TIG TOLXOYPAPLES. O
amoteAéoel TN PBdorn pe v omoia Ba umopoloe va ouykplOel To VAIKO amd GAAeg
TEPLOSOVG KL TIEPLOYES.
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