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	Survey on the Concept of the Symbol

	This survey aims at understanding the general public perception of the concept of the symbol on the basis of differences in age, sex, ethnicity, religious beliefs and professional or academic background. The concept of the symbol is a very complex one and there are no correct or incorrect answers. Participants are invited to reply the questions below reflecting on how they genuinely understand and use the word symbol/symbolism.

	For the purposes of the survey, it would be recommendable that you give some information regarding personal data: 


	1) Are you
	[bookmark: Dropdown1]
	2) Your age
	[bookmark: Dropdown2]
	

	

	

	3) State the culture you would identify yourself with: 
	[bookmark: Dropdown3]
	4) Do you consider yourself religious?
	[bookmark: Dropdown4]

	

	5) State the religion or doctrine you would identify with:

	[bookmark: Text1]     

	6) What is your profession?

	     

	7) What is your educational/Academic background?

	     



	1/9
	Would you consider the following images as signs, symbols or both? If you choose both in any of the images, please explain why.

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcScfneTdLJUVZwr5SxFAA99iSESPVRjIDqfSLcKaIfvD-Cbe_ln8g]
	[bookmark: Dropdown5]
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR5bm_UxCXoEhduypz8wVQAUawkvjWXOdC-q53A2HDVff43xKc8YA]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR2-VMTTtMYWi9QySaJNb-fGIo_d-QmYp3Fv4T5h3JjekiOWuRP]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTCjnDRDvIPEEJ-R-Wb4D6dBr2CumsiJg0WfNv9OPSrj_yjcgW-]

	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS5VJJ3vbr56cXK_dDhbJZVjYeEgUYlT5uUleB00V5kqk2Qm1OjSA]

	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS32aDBSNTBySxwl1mU2bJIkVRjO1IenSDTJPS2HqFMssmvzpUlRstZ_A]

	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSZ6aSrjW2iqKIZVaoe8_zCZYQeIGWV4vpkmOg1e6wJkNJWdgHR]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSEX9Q3KJQkfuHOsMJix5Bah4gpoOWxuAzNjLkgY8rMZlcW3oZeKw]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTdHxIuEs2y89P9pVsiyrSCiq42gKJreOERiWNyFN90q3SQtaEfjg]

	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRLpisXePU1XxWXNLS_Suz2drKWlJ5XW5ir4PIVtD3XQlT5Rmvg]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTkfQ6EB69ZByI90vceboAhI3qjW3mKG3As6o0Y8UFuqqECm0MJzy8RmDqb]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSE6N9H7O7Y-WDCiqHuTXyuRgQQOJEpZMBHmNGqG2QtjTD9Sn48]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSxYbwVi6ExfKmL-rn4G7le0jcff1W1hIpo8p658tfiwn_mWLlHRA]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSPlz-0CjsPEmrw9GfY5cTt3F_lw6fev5jYH9QFtA2g1TgtVae1]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS3a86woabSFbHyVmNecThyxkO3ai-JdSOvd7xZxJqlaP2JwHet]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSrB0DW-mdXJ4wcx53FYMA_9HLazGSMPu8QBn2JTE4lquLiE-vmCg]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	[image: http://www.moma.org/explore/inside_out/inside_out/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/At-symbol-4.sm_1.jpg]
	
	If both why?

	
	
	     

	

	2/9
	After answering the above questions how would you describe the difference between symbols and signs?  You can choose more than one options

	
The sign is specific while the symbol is abstract

	[bookmark: Check1]|_|

	
The sign is abstract while the symbol is specific

	|_|

	The sign implies action or ways of use while the symbol is more abstract
	|_|

	
The symbol has more powerful impact than a sign

	|_|

	The sign has a more powerful impact than the symbol
	|_|

	Other, please describe:

	…     








	3/9
	Observe carefully the differences and similarities between the 4 images below and say which you would classify as signs and which as symbols?  

	[image: http://rlv.zcache.com/stop_sign_t_shirt-r57aa657f4c7d48309ff3c9920fa1d27e_wig7n_324.jpg]
	
	[image: http://us.123rf.com/400wm/400/400/verdateo/verdateo1201/verdateo120100278/12307002-young-man-in-white-t-shirt-making-stop-sign-with-his-hand--isolated-on-white.jpg]
	

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQhLgk-1Vu10YzmT6PLu0yPZf9f-QcScF1yL_pQ4sMhCgfWrIUShA]
	
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTBQc11HIJBIrEuMaZaoIn_nBb0-_0FGyXb1Lhr3KPn56JgTc_AOA]
	

	If you see any symbols, please explain why…

	…     





	4/9
	Would you consider the following as symbols and if yes of what?

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRry51TJhmuXEEjG_DR2NsziZyzx_32vXSVAvcfdz_aS2rrIZu1rg]
	[bookmark: Dropdown6]
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSECXWNm59_n2C5OvaQHIy59y33AsLtmdB5QOmGr53SEjln9a61]
	

	
	Of what?
	
	Of what?

	
	     
	
	     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTKCUn3iXeZtrer7nuIURd-B6Z9GCEdxM7CHfccfwUefqsiKeP1]
	
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSiB14RcQVhsJ0T6tDz2jBhGYY-JDSi63CND-rx6qwA_1ZodTak6A]
	

	
	Of What?
	
	Of what?

	
	     
	
	     

	Do you find that these images:
	Did you find it easy to specify what they represent?

	Represent more than one idea at the same time
	|_|
	I replied immediately
	|_|
	I had to think for a while	
	|_|

	Represent one very specific idea alone
	|_|
	It was quite confusing
	|_|
	I am still not sure of my answer
	|_|

	5/9
	Which of the following 3 images would you find as having the most powerful impact?

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTFvAnNzxHJtvbNsDn_O0NBiKGPWs-v4Ts9K7qBuy-Do9nVOi2I]
	|_|
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSJlt67gARc2RoWYOf3FKxB10f8ZZ40BKXY1ZtKQG5YwlnWdm0OZBASylRL]
	|_|
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQzPgBAaH-jwgyRAAzCAx5u2V5zeDifw6_vuInYX3h0HO5nCAB4Pw]
	|_|

	How would you explain your choice?

	…     














	6/9
	Would you consider any of the images below as more symbolic than others?

	
[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRQ5AfGGPd8taV3nuSzG85rx6mg64_Lz-gcG3d7qGoFJqBlIUP_5w]

	

	If yes, which and why would you think so?

	…     









	7/9
	
Which of the images below would you consider as more symbolic?


	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSMKTX9eSvx1ydTk4RJZhcdAjVSuNIHmc3b3B2j--Es4erKcr-z]

	|_|
	Why do you think so?

	
	
	…     

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQavOYsmCve_mWkRoZXrxjT23nqHHjnMj7QXfy1u1Bz3Ot8Ng5mdw]

	|_|
	

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRCZsYiQDzTjFD-0-jLcNWN8F5-x1WIFTf1zKhBGZvwPPZ6Wx1F]
	|_|
	

	8/9
	Which of the 3 images below would you consider as symbolic and why?

	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTUG1QrFP2K_6q2DNtm0XUoSuhJ_zuhf147L6rzlPxdP8wQGucJ]
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRZOETS5yUNe7A0pHHY2absOHll9AJ6IQKxbkLNez9qACuoi2_z]
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTbEBv0yR_IxjnwbSrsKz3ldnA6EF8Jcd7S8MSbXl7uSJGXKvVGtA]

	|_|
	|_|
	|_|

	Why?

	…     









	9/9
	
Which of the two in each pair would you consider more symbolic and why? 

	Pair A
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcThgvogluYg6TgtrYKrNvgjAcUz9QBfQIwM4jPEfaU2DaCcgL0kjg]
	|_|
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ4U3tsY6ZgtzgR9S56BsAPB4fgAQsPm7THfN0deBtFFQzGtiKVjw]
	|_|

	Why?
	…     

	Pair B
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRS3RsN4dmCULkYVOI9VcPxs4th-LYlBaJDNGCKE6GnzunfmHEL]
	|_|
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQf9SX1FlssJJ7vj_RhPRwpM5HhU-C3N3efYSkZBsTUWZuA9IFYFg]
	|_|

	Why?
	…     

	Pair C
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ4U3tsY6ZgtzgR9S56BsAPB4fgAQsPm7THfN0deBtFFQzGtiKVjw]
	|_|
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTa3P9WhKmhjiNr4Si8TD1hwZx2tSCR_lF1ogC6RGzcxcQJr6IXSg]
	|_|

	Why?
	…     

	Pair D
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQf9SX1FlssJJ7vj_RhPRwpM5HhU-C3N3efYSkZBsTUWZuA9IFYFg]
	|_|
	[image: https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ4U3tsY6ZgtzgR9S56BsAPB4fgAQsPm7THfN0deBtFFQzGtiKVjw]
	|_|

	Why?
	…     

	Thank you very much for your participation! Now please save the completed survey before then emailing it as an attachment to: elena.soulioti@durham.ac.uk The research findings will be announced at the ‘Conceptual boundaries of Symbolism’ workshop (and made available online at www.duruniarchsoc.co.uk/news from early February 2014).



E-Survey on the Concept of Symbolism	Department of Archaeology, Durham University	elena.soulioti@durham.ac.uk
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