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210 Kevipikd Aryaio, GTO VOTIOOVOTOAKO TOL TUNUO, GTO VNOIOTIKO GUUTAEYLO
tov Agyopevov Mikpav KukAidowv - Hpoaxield, Zywvovoa, ta 6vo Kovpoviocu,
Képog, Aovovoa Kot optopéveS PIKPOTEPEG VNGIOEG — TOL TEPPAALETON OO TOL YOP®
vnotd ¢ Nacov, Apopyov, ITdpov, Tov dvOnoe évoc ekmTANKTIKOG TOMTIGUOG TOL
omoiov o1 dNUIoLPYIEG YONTELOVY G GNUEPOL.

Y1g Mikpéc Kukhadeg i mepiocdtepeg mAnpopopieg yio v {on Katd tnv
TPOTOKVKAUOIKY] TTEPI0S0 OMESMOAV GMOTIKOD YOPOKTNPO GUVIOUES O OlAPKELN
OVOOKAPIKEG £PEVVEC NG ApYooAoyikng Yanpeoiog katd tnv dekaetio tov 1970
otV Képo ka1 ota Kovgpovnou.

Y10 Embdveo Kovpoviol,, mov onuepa katowkeitor, epguvnOnkav Tpia
vekpotapeia, Ta omoia ypovoroyovvtal 6to téA0G G [pwtokvkiadknig I kat otig
apyés g [pwtokvkiadikng 11 mepidodov. Lto peyordtepo amd to tpion MABav o10
em¢ 72 1apol mov meplelyav mANO0C KTEPoHAT®V, KLplg TNAVOV Kot Alyov
HOpUApIVOV  YopoKTNPoTik®V TG Ouddoc Kaumov. Zta dAla &v0, to. omoia TV
€V UEPEL KOTECTPOUUEVO @OV JVOTLYMG elyav mponyndel Aabpavackagéc,
vIEPioLAY TAL POPUAPIVO KTEPICLOTAL.

>10 axatoiknto onuepa, Kdatw Kovpd oev éywve dvvard va deEayBovv
avookagéc. Tleplodeieg OU®MG KOl EMPOVEWKES £PEVVEG, UE TO UECH KOl TIG
dwdwkaciec e  emoyng — oekaetieg 1960/°70 — Bonbnoav otov €VIOTMOCUO TMOV
Bécemv dVO OIKICUADV GE YAUNAOVG AOPOVS , CTAVIEG TEPUTTACELS Y10 TOV KUKAUOIKO
X®pPo, 6Tov g&artiog Kupimg TG ApYOoKATNAIKNG dpdong, cuVNOMG EMKEVTPOVOVTOV
oToV evTomGUO  vekpotapeiowv. EvtomicOnkov emiong vekpotageio, cvinpéva
dVoTVYDGC, ekTOG amd «pio TaEn» otn Béon Nepd, cOhppova mhvta pe o Aeyopeva
TOV «EVPETT TOV TAPEIMGE ALTA OV Pprike 0TV ApYaoAoyikY| Ynpeoia.

Me emyopnynoeg tov Iopdparog Aryoraxng Ilpoictopiag kot v Porfeia
OPKETOV VEDTEPDV HOL OCLVUOEAQPMV &ytve duvart) TPOcEOTA 1) UEAETN TV
EVPNUATOV KO 1] TPOETOLAGIO TNG TEAMKTG ONUOGIELGNG TOV AVAUEVETAL.
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The southeast part of the central Aegean, in the area of the island complex of the so-
called Lesser Cyclades (Herakleia, Schinousa, the two Kouphonisia, Keros, Donousa
and some smaller islets), which is surrounded by the nearby islands of Naxos,
Amorgos, Paros, los, was home in the Early Bronze Age to a brilliant culture whose
achievements fascinate us even today.

Most of the information about life in the Lesser Cyclades during the Early
Cycladic period (3rd millennium BC) was yielded by brief rescue excavations
conducted by the Hellenic Archaeological Service during the 1970s on Keros and the
Kouphonisia.

On the presently inhabited island of Epano Kouphonisi, three cemeteries were
investigated, which date from the end of the Early Cycladic | to the Early Cycladic Il
period. In the largest of the three, 72 graves were unearthed, containing numerous
grave goods, mainly pottery and marble artefacts, characteristic of the Kampos Group.
In the other two, which unfortunately had already been partly destroyed by illegal
excavations, the marble offerings were predominant.

It was not possible to excavate on the today uninhabited island of Kato
Kouphonisi. However, walks and surface surveys, using the means and procedures
typical of the period (1960s and 1970s) led to the identification of two settlement sites
on low hills. These were rare cases in the Cyclades, where the focus was usually on
identifying cemeteries, due to looting. Cemeteries were also located, unfortunately
looted, except "one burial” in the area Nero, according to the testimony of the
"finder”, who handed in the artifacts from there to the Archaeological Service.

With generous grants from the Institute for Aegean Prehistory and the
collaboration of several of my younger colleagues, it was possible recently to study all
the finds from the aforesaid investigations and to proceed with the preparation of the
final publication, which is forthcoming.



Ew. 2 Kdtow Kovpoviot: ITAvog « Avyvoo»
Fig. 2 Kato Kouphonisi: Clay ‘lamp’

Ew. 1 [Tdveo Kovgoviot, Nekpotageio Aypiiidg: [IRivo tyavosynio tioio
Fig. 1 Pano Kouphonisi, Agrilia cemetery: Clay ‘frying pan’



