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Animals as food, capital and symbols: The contribution of Zooarchaeology to the investigation of
Cretan prehistory

The systematic recording, analysis and publication of animal bone assemblages from archaeological
contexts is a relatively recent development in Cretan prehistoric archaeology, but its results justify the faith
of excavators who, since the beginning of the twentieth century, before adequate methodological and
theoretical frameworks had been developed, optimistically collected them. To illustrate the potential of their
study, the speaker draws mainly on her own research on faunal assemblages from Crete and especially
Knossos. The role of humans in populating the Cretan landscape with mammalian fauna since the early
Neolithic, prehistoric farming practices, changing patterns in the preparation, cooking and contexts of
consumption of meat and associated technology and exploitation of bones as raw material, are the main
themes explored and deployed to shed additional light on changing socio-economic structures. Findings
from this research underline the wider importance of Cretan prehistoric archaeology in wider debates within
the discipline.
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Ta (oo og Tpoen, keparoro kot oOppforo: H copfoin tng Lwoapyaroroyiog otn épevva s Kpnrukiig
npoicTopiog

H ocvompatikn xotaypaen, avaivon Kot OMpocievsn ootomv (OoV amd apyoloAoykd TAAIcLo amoTeAoHV
OYETIKA TPOCEATN EEEMEN GTNV €pguva. TNG KPNTIKNG TtpoicTopiag. Ta amoteAéopatd Toug OPMS HIKOLMVOLV
™ PePoardmra apketdv avacka@éwv ot omoiol, MON amd TG apyés Tov 200V cdVa, GPYLCAV VO
OLYKEVIPMOVOLV TETOWL GUVOAQ Tapd TNV EAAEWYN TOL KATAAANAOL peBodoAOywoh Ko Bempnrikov
vofabpov Yy ™MV avdAvon Tovg ekeivi TV emoyr. Xe pio mpoomdbela vo ekTunBodv mEPLTEP® OL
dvvatdtreg TG SOYYPOovNS LWOaPYOOAOYIKNG OVAALGTG, 1| TAPOVGH AVAKOIVEOOT ovTAEl dedopéva amd TV
€PELVOL TNG OMANTPLOG GE KPNTIKA TPOIGTOPIKA cLVOAN, kol kKupimg avtd g Kvwoov. O podiog twv
avOpOT®V GTOV ‘EMOIKIGUG’ TOL KPNTIKOV TOTIOV HE Tovido ONAACTIKOV Oomd TIG TPOUES PAGELS TNG
NeoMBikng, o1 TPOIGTOPIKES OyPOKTNVOTPOPIKES TPOKTIKEG, Ol OAANYEG GTNV TPOETOLUAGIN, YOO Kol
KATOVAA®DGT TOL KPEATOG KOl TOV GYETILOUEVMV TEYVOLOYUDY KOl 1) EKUETAAEVCT) TOV 0CTAOV MG TPAOTY VAN,
etvar ta KOpto Bépata Tov TPayHATEVETAL 1] VOKOIVMGT, GTOYEVLOVTOG VO EEETACEL TNV EEEMEN KOVOVIKMV
KOl OIKOVOLUK®V SOUMV amd pia S1opopeTikn ontikn yovia. Ta cvounepdopata avtig g {ooapyotoAoyIKng
HEAETNG amoTeloVV Eva aKOUa TapAdelypa yio. T cLUPOAN TG épevvog TG mpoiotopikng Kpntng oty
EMIGTNUN TNG OPYOLOAOYING.
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