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"Mivolkd vEOOvVOKTOPIKG o@payicpnata amrd 1o AKpoTipl Onpac:
pio AELTOVPYIKI] KOl EIKOVOYPUPLKT TpocEyyion"

O apyoiog owiopdg oto Axpotipt ONpoag amotehel aveEdviAntm mnym
apYaoYVOOTIKOV dedopévov kal TAnpogoptdv yio ™ 2" k. wX. Ty 1oyvpn
Neaotelokn £kpnén, mov KGAvYE T0 VNGl KAT® and TOHVOUG TEPPOS Kol eEopavice
Kk@Oe {yvog (oM katd to0 mpdTO IO NG YheTiog, ogeidovpe v eSoupetikn
oloTNPNoN TOV KTIGUAT®V €VOG EVNUEPOVVTOG OIKIGUOD LE OVETAPT TNV OIKOGKELY|
toug. EmmAéov, 10 Akpotpt €el amod®oel OA®V TOV €OV TO OPYUOAOYIKA
EVPNUOTO, OPYAVIKNG KOl OvOPyovng @Oomg, TOAAG omd to omoia evromilovion o€
ToGOTNTEG OV EAPVIALOVV.

To mAva ocepayicpata mov avevpénkavuetald tov etov 1993 ko
1999anotédecav @otdG0 e€opymg Eva amPOGUEVO Kot EEAPETIKE TPOKANTIKO MG TPOG
mv egpunveio Tov oVVoAo. AvAAoyng moldTNTOG, YPOVOAOYNONG KOl ONUAGIOG
gupnuota NTav pEYpt T0te Yvootd povo and ) pvolkr) Kpnt g veoavaktopikng
ep1ddov. H omovdaidttd toug otal dikd HaG HATLL, TOV GOYYPOVOV LEAETNTOV Kol
TOV KOOV, GLVIGTOTOL GTO OTL OMOTEAOVV TEKUNPLO OPYOVOUEVOV OLOIKNTIKOV
TPOKTIKOV GTO TPOIGTOPIKO Atyaio.

H napovciaon tovg cuvoyilel opiopéveg and T1g Pacikéc mapatnpnoeLg Kot
ovunepdopatTo Tov eEQyOnKay Katd TV eneepyasio TG TEAIKNG TOLG ONUOGIELONC,
N onoia enikertar. [a v katavonon g Asttovpyiag kot Tov POAOL TOLG GTNV
Kowovie Tov  AkpoTnpiov emoTpaTelOnKaV  aPYOOAOYIKE, TLTOAOYIKE Ko
gwovoypapikd dedopéva. H gpunvevtikn mpdtaon evidooetal apevog 610 TANIGLO
€VPECNC TOVG, TO KLKAMOIKO AKpmOTIPL, 0AAL TOVTOHYpOVOE SoQ®OTILEL OYELS NG
YPOAPELOKPATIOG KO TNCKPATIKNG O10iknongotn veoavaktoptkny Kprtn.



MINOAN SEMINAR
Friday, 7 November 2014, 18.30
The Archaeological Society in Athens
22, Panepistimiou Str., Athens

Artemis Karnava
Institute of Classical Archaeology
University of Vienna
""Minoan Neopalatial sealings from Akrotiri in Thera:
a study on function and iconography"

The ancient settlement at Akrotiri in Thera is a constant source of
archaeological data and information on the 2nd mill. BC. We owe the exceptional
preservation of the still fully-furbished buildings of a thriving site to the powerful
volcanic eruption that shrouded the island in tons of pumice and eradicated all signs
of life during the first half of that millennium. Additionally, Akrotiri testifies to all
sorts of organic and inorganic archaeological finds, many of which are collected in
startling quantities.

The clay sealings excavated between the years 1993 and 1999 were however
from the beginning a rather unexpected and extremely challenging set of data to
interpret. Evidence of comparable quality, dating and character had been retrieved
until then only in Neopalatial Crete. In our eyes, i.e. the eyes of modern researchers
and the public, their importance lies in that they constitute evidence of organised
administrative practices in the prehistoric Aegean.

The presentation of the sealings summarizes some of the basic observations
and conclusions that were put together during the preparation of their final
publication, which is imminent. Archaeological, typological and functional evidence
was combined in order to understand their function and role in the society of Akrotiri.
Their interpretation concerns on the one hand their find-spot, Cycladic Akrotiri, but it
also sheds light on aspects of bureaucracy and state administration in Neopalatial
Crete.



