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The awe instilled by ancient monuments can often be expressed by the question: how many
people had to participate in building projects, and how long did these take? A specific method
answers this by translating a building into the labour-time necessary for its construction, taking
into account each task within the building project. Formalised in the eighties by Elliot Abrams,
this method is called ‘architectural energetics’; it estimates the time invested in the
procurement, transport, manufacture and assembly of the materials that compose a building.
Here, this method is applied to 23 Minoan case-studies of the Neopalatial period. The time and
manpower necessary for each of them is evaluated, and discussed following two lines of
research: the social impact of building projects, and the absence of marked building categories.

First, the limited impact of these building projects is considered. In most cases, it
appears likely that the inhabitants built their own houses, providing the manpower necessary to
construct it within a short period — most probably that defined by the agricultural off-season. In
a few cases, however, the building must have been built by specialists beyond the individuals
of the household. This is indicated by a higher labour-time for the building project, but also by
elaborate architectural features, the knowledge of which should have been beyond the reach of
normal households. Various features and building choices generated the varying scales of
building projects, but a recurring observation is that those did not impact significantly on the
population, since the number of individuals required for their construction is insignificant with
regard to the size of the communities. Second, this application of architectural energetics
underlines the existence of a marked continuum in the ‘time-requirements’ of Neopalatial
architectural production. This supports observations by other researchers, but also sheds light
on the variety of building practices that generated a linear distribution of energy expenditure.
Such distribution of the labour-time estimates shows that there is no marked segregation
between categories of buildings, perhaps reflective of relatively free access to specialized
manpower.

Although such a mathematical approach to the archaeological remains is sometimes
considered as a ‘dehumanized’ method of grasping ancient behaviours, it helps us to refine our
understanding of the processes at play during the construction projects. To illustrate these,
specific building practices are explored, which concern the production and use of mudbricks,
the involvement of specialists in the laying out of the plan, and hints at building teams that
followed construction projects.
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To d€0g mov mpokaAovV Ta apyoio pvnueio cuyvd ekepaleTon pe Eva epOTNUA: TOGO1 AvOp®TOL
CUUUETEIYOV OTO OPYLTEKTOVIKO TPOYPOUIO Kot Tole ddpkela giye avtd; Me Pdon pia
OLYKEKPIEVN EDOOO M OmAVINGT 6TO TAPUTAVE® EPpMTNUO HTopel va d0Bel av vITOAOYIGTOVY
Ol EPYOTOMPEG KATAOKELNG VOGS KTipiov, Aapupdvovtag vroyn kdbe empuépovg epyacio Tov
O1KOOOUIKOV TTPOYPAppatos. Avty 1 uéBodog, n omoia dtaupopemOnke tn dekaetio Tov 1980
a6 tov Elliot Abrams, ovopdleton «architectural energetic» kot vmoAoyiler o ypdvo mov
OPLEPDVETAL GTNV TPOUNOELDL, TN LETAPOPAL, TNV KATAGKELT] KO TI) GUVOPLOAGYNOT) TOV VAIKOV
T omoia. GuVOETOVY €val KTiplo. e vtV TV Tapovcioon 1 mwoparave PEBodog epapudleTo
oe 23 mepmtooels ktpiov e Neoavaktopikng meptddov. Ivetar ektipunon tov ypovov Kot
™¢ avOpomvng evépyelog mov amaltnOnke Kot ta ototyeio cuinTovvtal Thve ot Pacn dvo
EPELVNTIKOV 0EOVOV: TIG KOWMOVIKES EMITTAOGELS TETOIWV OIKOJOUK®MV TPOYPOUUUAT®V, Kot TV
amovcio EEXYMPIOTMOV KATNYOPI®DV KTIPImV.

Apywcd e€etalovtal o1 TEPLOPIGUEVES KOWVMVIKEG EMMTMOCELS OVTAOV TMV OIKOJOUKDV
TPOYPAUUATOV. XTI TEPICCOTEPEG MEPWTAOGELS PoaiveTon mOavd OTL 01 €vowkol €XTIGOV TO
OTTIOL TOVG OLBETOVTOG 01 {3101 TNV ATAUTOVUEVT] EPYATIKT) dVVAUN Y10 it GOVTOLT OUKOOOMIKT
nepiodo, moAd TBAvOV GE o EToYN TOV XPOVOL Y®PIG AYPOTIKEG EPYUCIES. L& HEPIKEG OUMG
TEPIMTOGELS TOL KTipLa paivetal va yTiotnray and eE£e1dtkevévoug teyviteg mov dev elyav oyéon
HE TO PEAN TOL VOIKOKLPLOV. AvTo @aivetol amd Tov avEnuévo apldpd €pyatompav oL
amoTONKE Yo TO OKOGOUIKO TOVG TPAYPaLILe, OAAG kot and e€elnTnuéva apyLTEKTOVIKA
YOPOKTNPIOTIKA, 1 YVOOTN TOV Oonoimv Eemepvodoe TG dLuvaTOTNTEG €VOC GLVNOIGUEVOL
vowkokvplov. H mowkidior Tov apyitekToviKav GTOXEImV Kol TOV KOTOGKEVUCTIKMOV EMAOYMV
elyav ®¢ AmOTEAECHO L0 TOIKIAMO OTIC KAIHOKES TOV OIKOOOUK®V TPOYPUUUAT®V, OAAAL TO
TPOYPALLOTO AVTA OEV IOV CNUAVTIKES EMTTOCEL GTOVS TANBVGLOVG, KOOMG 0 aptOpdS TV
avOpOT®V TOV ATOLTOVVTOV YLl TV KATACKEDT TOV KTIPIOV NTOV TOAD UIKPOS GE GYECT LE TO
uéyebog g xowotntag. Agdtepov, n gpappoyn g peboddov twv «architectural energeticy
vroypoppiler v vmapén €vOg ouveXoDS OGOV 0QOpPE OTIG YPOVIKES OTOLTNOELS TNG
NeoovVaKTOPIKNG  OPYLTEKTOVIKNG TOpay®YNS. AVLTO ocupovel pe mopatnpnoels GAA®v
EPELVNTOV, OAAL KO OTVEL TANPOPOPIES Y10l TNV TOIKIALD TV OTKOSOUK®OV TPOKTIKMY 01 OTTOLES
TPOKOAOVV 0L YPOUUIKT] KOTOVOUT| TNG damdvng evépyetas. H katavoun twv vroloylopevev
EPYOUTOMPAOV OelyVEL OTL OEV VIAPYEL CAPNC OLOYMOPIGUOC HETAED TOV SOPOPOV KOTYOPLDV
KTplov, YeYovog mov iowg aviikatontpilel T oxetikd eAevBepn mpdoPaom oe eEeldikevpuéva
EPYUTIKA YEPLOL.

[Taporo mov pia T€Tote LaONUATIKY TPOGEYYIOT] GTO APYOLOAOYIKA KOTAAOTO LEPIKES
@opég Bewpeitar 0Tt Tpoomabel va KOTAVONGEL TNV avOPAOTIVI GUUTEPLPOPE LE VTOAOYICTIKO
TPOT0, WGTOGO GLUUPAALEL GTNV KOADTEPT KATAVONGCT TOV SL0dIKAGIOV TOV AapPdvouy ydpa.
KOTA TN OpKEL €VOC OIKOOOUIKOV TPOYPAUUOTOS. [l TV TeKuNnpimon Tov moparave
OlEPELVMOVTOL Ol OIKOOOUIKEG TTPOKTIKES, Ol OTOIEC APOPOVY GTNV TOPAYWYN Kol TN YPNOoN
TAOTAVOV Kot TNV avapuén eEEOIKELUEVOV TEYVITOV GTO GYEJACUO TOL KTipiov, kabmg Kot
o oToreion yuoo TNV VmOPEN OKOOOMK®MV GLVEPYEI®V TOv €PYALOVIOV G OWKOOOUIKE

TPOYPALLLOTA.



