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H mpoictopikn apyaioroyio g AAPaviog, avtig g
OTOLOVOUEVIG YEOYPOUPIKE, OPEWNS YOPoS Tov NA
BoAxkoaviov, amotelel terra incognita yio v eAAMVIKNY -
Kat oyt povo - apyororoyikr| kowvdtra. To yeyovdg avtd
OQEIAETOL GTNV OLOTLTYN LETUTOAELIKT TOALTIKT KOl KOl-
VOVIKT] KOTAGTOGT TNG YMPOG, OTNV EMKPOTOVGO UEYPL
TpoOGpata eviommon 6t | AAPavia ameiye and 1o TOAL-
TIOTIKO Status quo Tov Tpoictoptkoy Atyaiov, oAAd Kot
oTN porydaio avATTUEN TOL ETIGTNHOVIKOD EVOLUPEPOVTOC
Y TV €pguva, Kupiwg, G aryoatokng tpoictopiag. Q-
061000, 1 TPOCEKTIKOTEPT LEAETY] TOAOOTEPMV KOl TLO
TPOGPATOV OVACKAPIKOV dedopévav and v AAPavia
AVOOEIKVOEL GYECELS LLE TO GUVOAO TV TTUYDV TOV Oy~
KoY TOMTIGHOD, ONO TO GLYKEVIPOTIKO UVOIKO 1] po-
KNVaikd avokToptkd KOmviKoe TpOTumo MG TO O OO~
KEVIPOUEVO TPOTLUTO TMV TEPLPEPELOKADV KEVIPOV TOV
LETAVOKTOPIKADV XPOVOV.

O1 aryoaxég emdpaoels oty AAPavia kabopilovton

amod TIG GYECELS MOV AVOTOGGOLV Ol TOTIKOL TANnBvopol

pe tig 6popeg meployés e Hreipov, tov loviov Nrjcov
Kot ™G Maxedoviag. H poknvaikn - eneicaktn 1 Tomkg
TOPOUYOYNG - KEPAUKT], OAAGL KOl 1] WYEVOOULVVOKY], 1| KE-
POLK pE apavpdypoun doKkdounon, 1 yepomointm
KEPOLLKT VoTEPOEAAAOUKCOD pLOLOY, KaBMS, emiong, Kot N
petaAloteyvia, OT®G QLT TPOKLTTEL amd T O61ddooT
ALYOOKGV TOTOV ELPOV, EYYEPISIOV, AOYXDV, LOYULPIDV,
SMADV TEAEKEDV Kl KOGUNUATOV, SNADOVOLY EVOl TTOAD-
dtotato BOAGCCI0 Kol NAEPMTIKO GUOTNLUO OVTOAAXYNG
TPOIOoVIQV, 106V Kol avtiqyewv. [apd to mapandve,
Boown povada kowwviking opydvoons g AAPoviag
KOTE TNV TPOIGTOPIKY TEPI0S0 TOPAUEVEL TO SLEVPVLUEVO
Yévog, 0TS avTd eKPpaletar kuping pésa amod T d14d0-
o1 KOl TNV OTOKAEIGTIKOTNTO TNG XPNONG TOL TOUPOV mG
duaypovikod Toekod gbipov. H ¢pvon tov oxéoemv avd-
peca oty AAPavia kol 6to Atyaio kot 1 avadeitn tov
dyvootov ekpdveenv e Eroyng tov Xaikod otnv AA-

Bovia amoteAovv Tov PaciKd GTOYO TG TOPOVGINCNC.
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The prehistoric archaeology of Albania, a geo-
graphically isolated, mountainous country in the SW
Balkans, remains a terra incognita, not only for the
international, but also for the Greek archaeological
community. This is partly related to the unusual
socio-political situation in Albania after the Second
World War, to the prevailing academic views con-
cerning Albania, i.e. that it did not share in the cul-
tural status quo/koine of the prehistoric Aegean, as
well as to the rapidly increasing academic research
interest in Aegean prehistory. However, a careful
review of the older and the more recent ongoing ex-
cavation programs in Albania demonstrates the cul-
tural affinities of the area with the Aegean, ranging
from the centralized Minoan and/or Mycenaean pa-
latial models to the decentralized system of the
Mycenaean periphery during the post-palatial pe-
riod.

The Aegean influences in Albania are defined by

the relations of the local populations with the
neighboring areas of Epirus, the Ionian Islands and
Macedonia. Imported Mycenaean pottery or locally
produced pottery imitating Mycenaean wares, the
pseudo-minyan pottery, the matt painted and the
Late Helladic handmade pottery along with metal-
work, judging by the distribution of the Aegean
types of swords, daggers, spears, knives, double
axes and jewelry, indicate the existence of compli-
cated, multi-dimensional, exchange networks for
products, ideas and concepts, both by land and sea.
However, the extended clan (=yévog), as exempli-
fied by the diffusion and the exclusive use of the
tumulus as a diachronic burial custom in Bronze age
Albania, is still the basic unit of socio-political or-
ganization in the area. This presentation is going to
focus on the nature of the relations between Albania
and the Aegean and on the unknown sides of the
Albanian Bronze Age.
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