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2(Pn Tpuwavta@vAirlov
Tuqpoa Iotopiog Kot Apyoatoroyiog
Apiototéreto [Havemotpuo @eccarlovikng

H Suayeipion touv Oavatov otnv TpoavaKTopiki] Kat Tpwipn taiatovaktopikn Kpnm: pia véa
HOTLE OTA OKEAETIKA KATAAOLTTA

H duyeiplon tov BavAatou otV TPOAVOKTOPLKY] KOl TTPWLUN ToAalovaktopikr Kpnm daivetal va amoteAel évav
a7td TOUG ONUAVIIKOTEPOUG UNYAVIOHOUG SLOHOpD®WOTG KOWMVIK®WV OXECEWV KOL CUVOXNG OTLG HLKPEG, SLaomapTeg
KOl OUXVA QITOPOVOWHEVEG KOLWVOTNTEG TNG VNOLWTIKNG vmaiBpou. MéypL mpoodata n €pevva eiye €otldosl Vv
PpoooyN NG o€ (THata 7oL apopolV OTNV TAPLKI] OPXLTEKTOVIKY] KoL 0T dtaxivnon moAUTIpwY, ‘€EwTikwv’
QVTIKELLEVOV HE TNV BOLOTNTA TV TAPIKOV KTEPIOPATWV, EVK, WG TTIPOG TNV EEETAOT TV avOPOTVKOV KATAAOITIWV,
oL dNLOCLEVEVEG EpYaOieg Elyav TTEPLOPLOTEL OTNV AT6800T ALOTNPA AVOPWITOAOYIK®V TTANPOPOPLOV HE EAGYLOTN
avadopd oe (nUipata mov adopolv 0T HETayElpon Twv vekpov. Ta teAeutaior SEKA XpoOvIa, 1 HEAETN €VOG
HeydAou aplBpol TadK®V CUVOAWY aItd TNV TPOAVAKTOPLKY] KL TPWLUN Taiatoavaktoptkry Kpntn, atpaplopévn
péoa o pio peBOdIKY) KL CUOTNUATIKY] OOTEO-APYALOAOYIKT] TIPOCEYYLOT, £PXETAL VA dlapwTiosl o PEYGAO
BaBpo T dradkaoies Kot TIG SLapopeTIKEG XPOVIKEG OTLYHEG TTOU EESTAMVOVTAL OTLG TTPAKTIKEG Tad1IG KAl otV
moAvdidotatn ewkdva diayeiplong tou vekpol owpatog. Awafabuioslg mou evarrdooovial and apBpwpéva oe
SLdomopTa AITOCUPKWEEVA 1] TTAPWG OTPEPAWIEVA, ATTO TNV TTUPY, AVOPOTLVA KATAAOLTIA 1) O VATOLKE LLEAT OF
pepwn} amooUvBeon emPefaidvouv v umdBeon OtL 0 B&vatog Kot oL pnyoviopol Siaxeipong tov Sev
arotedovoaV amtAd pia evkatpio evartoBeong-amoppuhmng Kot ANbng twv vekpwv. AvtiBeta, n Sadwaoia g tadng
epdavifetal wg pia moAvoUvOeTn TeEAeT] OTNV OTola [UKPOTEPEG 1) HLEYOAVUTEPEG KOLVWVIKEG OPAOEG EMOLWKOLV TN
ouveyn puotkn] emadr] TOUG HE TOUG VEKPOUG TTOU TTAEOV TTAUOUV VO ATTOTEAOVV onpeiar avadopds TAUTOTOHEVWDV
ATOHWV KL CUYYEVOV OAAG KOL OTOLYEIO AVAKATOTG TNG HVTHNG, TV TIPOYOVWV KL TOU CUAAOYLKOU TTHpeABOVTOG.

Managing with death in Prepalatial and Protopalatial Crete: a fresh look at the skeletal remains

The management of death in prepalatial and early protopalatial Crete appears to have acted as an essential
mechanism for the formation of social relationships and solidarity in the small, fragmented and rather isolated
communities of the Cretan landscape. Research in mortuary archaeology until very recently focused on issues
related to the tomb architecture and the circulation of valuable and ‘exotic’ artefacts identified as grave goods,
while with regard to the examination of the human remains, published work has been limited strictly to biological
information derived from the macroscopic examination of the deceased. During the last decade, however, the
study of the human skeletal remains from a large number of prepalatial and early protopalatial mortuary
assemblages has benefited considerably from systematic osteo-archaeological approaches which have shed new
light on burial processes and the different ‘instances’ recognised in the burial practices along with the
multidimensional representation of managing the dead body. Aspects of differential manipulation which range
from fully and semi-articulated body parts to fully distorted, often by firing, human remains would reinforce the
idea that death and death management did not represent merely a social mechanism whereby the human body
was rejected-disposed of and the dead forgotten. On the contrary, burial processing appears as a multi-staged
ritual where small or large social groups would pursue continuous physical contact with the dead body which ends
in comprising points of reference for the identity of people and relatives as well as devices for recollecting
ancestors and the communal past.



