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'‘Cycladica’ around the Urla Peninsula, Izmir during the 3rd and 2nd Millennia BC

Cyclades, the “stepping stones” of the Aegean Sea, have culturally connected Anatolia and the Greek
Mainland since the earliest times.

Melian obsidian, as a valued material originating from one of the Cycladic islands - Melos -
connected these regions through exchange and enabled the islanders to reach beyond their own
habitat and explore both mainlands from the Neolithic period onwards. In light of archaeological
evidence, earliest contacts of the western Anatolian coastline with the Cyclades goes back to the
Neolithic with abundant finds of Melian obsidian at various sites in western Anatolia. These contacts
continued during the 5th and 4th millennia BC as evidenced by shared forms of pottery, marble and
obsidian finds both on the islands and in western Anatolia.

First half of the 3rd millennium BC exhibits a new and flourishing cultural phase for the Cyclades.
With the growing need for the distribution of obsidian and advances in metallurgy, the islanders
began to dominate the Aegean Sea and a heretofore unseen Cycladic influence is evidenced on the
coastal settlements of the Greek mainland, Crete and western Anatolia.

Various Cycladic or “Cycladicizing” elements, ranging from burial habits to pottery and other small
finds, are evidenced at coastal sites like lasos, Miletus, Liman Tepe, Bakla Tepe and Troy. This
period also reflects the most glorious phase of Cycladic culture.

After the middle of the 3rd millennium BC, with the increasing demand for metals and the
emergence of the Anatolian Trade Network (ATN), Anatolia enters a new phase involving far-
reaching interregional contacts. The cultural assemblages resulting from the western extension of this
network are labelled as the “Kastri Phase” in the Cyclades and as “Lefkandi I” on the Greek
Mainland. Both assemblages are characterized by Anatolian or “Anatolianizing” elements. The Urla
peninsula is one of the main gateways of the Anatolian mainland that leads to the Aegean during this
period and Liman Tepe, as the most important harbour site in the region, reached its zenith during
this period.

Following a probable climatic event - which could have been one of the main reasons triggering the
collapse of the ATN during the last quarter of the 3rd millennium BC - a new power began to emerge
on Crete — an area located beyond the reaches of the ATN.

Minoan seafarers, using the sail as well as new technological advances in boatmaking, began to
dominate the Aegean Sea from the beginning of the 2nd millennium BC onwards. Cesme —
Baglararasi, at the westernmost tip of the Urla Peninsula, became an important hub of trade and
exchange during this period as evidenced by numerous Cycladic and Minoanizing finds at the site.

The Urla Peninsula, with key harbour sites like Liman Tepe and Cesme - Baglararasi, acts as an
archaeological laboratory promising new insights into the changing social, cultural and economic
dynamics evidenced in the Aegean region through the ages.
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Cycladica ¢ 3ng kot 2ng puuetiog w.X. 0mwd TV 1EPG6vN60 TV Bovprav
OTNV TEPLOYN TNS ZUVPINS

Or KvkAddeg, evdiquesor otabuol (matmuoata) oto Aryaio IIéEAayog, cuvoéovv TOMTIGHIKA TNV
Mkpd Acia ko v Hrelpotikg EAGSa omd Toug mpoiptdtatong xpovoug.

O Mnhokdg oylavog, €va ToADTIHO VAIKO Tov mpoépyetor and éva Kvkladitiko vnoi, ™ Mnlo,
OLVEDEDE TIG TEPLOYES OVTEC LECH OVTOAANYDV KOl EMETPEYE GTOVS VIGLDTES VO PTAGOVV TEPA OO
TOV O1KO TOLG YMOPO Kol Vo EEEPELVNCOVY TIG OV0 Tpoavapepeices NIEPMTIKEG TEPLOYES amd TNV
NeoMOikn| mepiodo Kot PETA. YO TO QMG TOV OPYOLOLOYIKDOV GTOLYEIDV, Ol TPOLOTEPES EMAPES TNG
duTikng axtng ™ Mikpdg Aciog pe tig Kukhddeg avdayetoar ot Neolbwn mepiodo pe dpbova
evpnuatoe Mniokod oylavoy ce ddpopeg BEcelg g oLTIKNG Mikpdc Actag. AVTEG Ol EMAPEC
ocuveylomkay Kotd ™ ddpkel ™G Sng Ko g 4ng yhetiog m.X., 0TS OTOJEIKVIETAL OO TOVG
TOPOUOIOVE TUTTOVG KEPUUEIKNG KOOME Kol OVTIKEIEVOV OO UAPUOPO KOl OYVO TTOL OOVTOVV
1660 ota Kvkhladovioila 660 kot otn dvtikn Mikpd Acia.

To npdTO Gd g 3ng yMetiog m.X., cvumintel pe po véa Kol avinprn TOMTICUIKY @ACT Yol TG
Kokhddec. Me v av&avOopevn avaykn yioo T Slovoun TOL Oylavoy Kol TIS TPOOSovs oOTh
petaArovpyia ot Kukhaditeg dpyioav vo kuplapyovv oto Atyaio TIEAayog kol n €éwg mpodceato un
opatn KukAadIKY emidpaot glvarl TAEOV EUQOVIG 0TOVG TAPADUAACTIOVE OIKIGUOVE TNG NTEPMOTIKNAG
EXLGdag, Tng Kpnng kot g dvtikng Mikpdg Aciog.

[Mowiha Kukhadwd 1 Koxhadilovra otorgela ota tagikd 0o, v Kepopukn kot To HKpd
gupnuata entonpoivovtal og mopaktieg Oéoeig, dnmwg 1 lacdc, 1 Miintog, To Liman Tepe, to Bakla
Tepe ko n Tpoia. H mepiodoc avth annyet eniong tnv mo £vooén @dor tov KukAadikod moMTIGHo.

Metd ta péosa g 3ng yihetiog m.X., pe v avgavopevn {non yuo LETOAA KOl TV ELEAVICT TOV
«Awktoov Avatolkov Eupmopiov», 1 Mikpd Acia gioépyetar oe g véa @don mov meptlapupavet
EKTETAUEVEG OLOMEPIPEPELNKES EMAPES. Ta TOMTIGUIKE GUVOAQ OV TPOKLITOLY AmO T OVLTIKY
EMEKTOGN TOL SIKTOOL aLTOV &ival YvooTd ®G cOVoAd NG «pdong Kaotplov» otig Kukhdodeg kot
«Agvkovtiov I» oy nrepotiky EALGSa. Ta 000 avotépo cuvora yopaktnpilovtatl amd avaTtoikd
N avatoAilovra otoyeia. H yepodvnoog twv Bovplodv elvar po amd Tig KOpleg mwOAEG NG
nrepotikng Mikpdc Aciog mov odnyel oto Aryaio katd tn ddpkeln avtig TG TEPLOSOL KoL TO
Liman Tepe, o¢g 10 M0 oNUOVTIKO AUdvi TG TEPLOYNS, £pHacE 6TO AmOKOPOLPM®UE THG AVATTLENG
TOV K0T TN SLAPKELD OVTNG TNS TEPLOOOV.

Metd and kamolo mBavd KMpatikd @avopevo - 1o onoio Ba pmopovoe va Nrav €vag omd Tovg
KOplovg Adyovg mov mpokdAiece v Katdppevon Tov «Awktoov Avotolkoy Epmopiov» katd
duapkeln Tov teEAeLTAiON TETAPTOL TNG 3NG YAeTiog T.X. - pat vEa SOVOUN APYLoE VA OvadVETAL GTNV
Kpnm - pa meproyn mov Ppioketon mépa amd tor Hpol ToV avaTEP® OIKTVLOV.

O1 Mwvoiteg vouTikoi, ypnOLLOTOWOVTOS TO Tavi Kot VEES TEYVOAOYIEC OTNV KOTOGKELT TAOI®YV,
apywoav va Kuplapyovv oto Aryaio IMéhayoc amd v apyn g 2ng yhetioc m.X. kot petrd. To
Cesme - Baglararasi, 6to duTiKOTEPO AKPO TNG XEPCOVAGOL TV BovpArdv, €ytve &va onUAVTIKO
KEVIPO EUITOPIOV KOl AVTOALXYDV KATA T OLAPKELD 0TS TNG TEPLOOOV, OTIMG ATOJEIKVVETAL AT TOL
moAvapOpa Kukiadwd kot Mivoilovta evpipoato.

H yepodvnoog tov BovpAov, pe Apdavio oe 8éoeig khedid 6mmg to Liman Tepe kot to Cesme -
Baglararasi, Acttovpyei oo £va apyotoA0YIKO EPYAGTHPLO TOV VIOGYETAL VEES YVMDOELG OYETIKGL LE TIC
LETAPOAAOUEVEG KOWMVIKEG, TOMTICUIKES KOL OUKOVOUKEG OUVOLIKEG TTOV OVOOEIKVDOVIOL GTNV
TEPLOYN TOL Aryaiov SAUEGOV TOV ALDOVOV.



Fig. 1 Sauceboat - Cycladic import at Liman Tepe (3rd Millennium BC)
Ew. 1 Koupn — Kvkhoadikn eioaywyn oto Liman Tepe (3n yihetia 7.X.)

Fig. 2 White slipped Jug - Cycladic Import at Cesme - Baglararasi (2nd Millennium BC)
Ew. 2 TIpdyovg pe Aevkd eniypiopa - Kukiadikn eioaymyn oto Cegme-Baglararasi
(2n yaetio m.X.)



