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Since 2006 a sustained programme of research centred on the Cycladic island of Keros has
transformed our understanding not only about this unique site but also about its place in the Early
Bronze Age Cyclades. The programme has included excavation in the Special Deposit South and in
the settlement on the islet of Dhaskalio, as well as survey on Keros and on Naxos. The excavations
have determined the nature of the ritual practices conducted in the two Special Deposits and defined
the site as the world’s earliest maritime sanctuary. Excavations on Dhaskalio have shown this to be a
large and important centre with imposing architecture and a specialism in metalwork production.

From the beginning it has always been clear that people and material were drawn to the sanctuary at
Keros throughout its long history. Studies of different material culture categories have shown
importation from near and far in the Cyclades and beyond, with little or no local production. In order
to further research on Keros’ place in a wider settlement and activity hierarchy, a programme of
survey was conceived, initially on Keros itself and subsequently on the south coast of Naxos (and in
2018 survey will be conducted on the intervening island of Kato Kouphonisi). This integrated
programme has confirmed that the sanctuary at Kavos is the largest and most sophisticated site in the
survey region of this period. The landscape of Keros proved to be significantly more exploited in the
Early Bronze Age than might have been expected: the presentation will discuss evidence for the scale
and nature of activity on the Keros landscape in all prehistoric periods (fig. 1), and the implications
for the role and nature of the Keros sanctuary. It will also present the results of the Southeast Naxos
Survey, which has clarified the nature of habitation and land use there throughout prehistory. Survey
data from later prehistory and later periods will also be briefly mentioned (fig. 2). The value of an
integrated approach to excavation and survey will be discussed, placing the recent research at Keros
in the broader light of the survey results, and possible future research avenues will be discussed.
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Fig. 1. Keros Island Survey, sherd density of all periods

Fig. 2. Southeast Naxos Survey, sherd density of all periods
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To gv e€eli&el epevvnTiKd TPOYPALL e EMIKEVTPO TO KVKAADITIKO Vol g Képov mov Eekivnoe
10 2006 &yxel aALGEEL TOV TPOTO OV AVTIAAUPBAVOLOGTE O)L LOVO TOV LOVAOIKO 0LTOV TOTO OAAG
Kat 11 0éom mov kateiye otig Kukidoeg g [pdwung Eroyng tov Xoikov. To mpdypappo Exet
ocoumepthdpet v avackaer g Notwg Ewdwkng Anobeong otov Kafo Aackaiov g Képov kat
TOV OKIoHOV 01N vnoida Aackoid kKabdg kol épevva emaveiog otnv Képo kot ™ Na&o. Ot
avaokapéc oTig dVo E1dikéc ATobéoelg mpoadiopioay T eHGT TV TEAETOVPYIKMOV TPUKTIKOV TOV
erdpPoavay ydpav otov Kapo Aackaiiod kot kabopioav ) BE€on o¢ T0 TPMOTO VAVTIKO 1£pO GTOV
Kocopo. Ot avackaeés oto 1010 10 Aackaid &xovv dei&el OTL mpokeTan Yo Eva HEYAAO Ko
ONUOVTIKO KEVTPO UE EMPANTIKY OPYITEKTOVIKT LOPON Kot EEEOTKELON GTN LETOAAOTEYVIAL.

"Eywve cagéc amd v apyn g Epevvag 0Tl 6€ OAN T SLIPKELD TNG LAKPAS 16TOPLOG TOL 1EPOV TNG
Képov petakivooviav exel avOpomor Kot HETOQEPOVTAV VAWKG. MeAETEC OOPOPETIKAOV
KOTNYOPLDV KATOAOIT®V TOL VAKOU TOMTICHOV £0e1&av €10ay®yég amd (A, KOVTIVEL Kot
pakpwvd, Kokiadoviolar kabmg kot amd meploxés mépav tov Kukladwv kot cuvapa pkpn M
avOTapKTn Tomiky mopaywyn. Ipokeyévonr va depevvnbet mepartépw 1 Béom g Képov ota
mlaiole pog evpOTEPNG LlEPAPYING OIKIGUAOV Kol OpacTnPOTTaS, EKTOVHONKE €val TPOYpOULa
épevvag empaveiog apykd yio v idwa tnv Képo kat omn cuvéyeta yia ) votwo okt g Nagov.
Emniéov, n €pevva emopaveiog tov 2018 Ba delaybel oto evdueso Katw Kovpovnotl To
oAOKANpOUEVO avTOd TTPdypappa €xel NoN emPePordoel 0t 10 1€pd ToL KAPov amoteAel
peyoAvtepn Kabmg Ko v wo mponyuévn kKo ovvletn B€on g [poyng Eroyng tov Xaikon
OTNV TEPLOYN TNG EMPAVELNKNG Epevvag. AmodelyOnke 611 vaBpog g Képov eiye agromombel
oV Ipoywn Eroyn tov Xoikod mold meptocdtepo and O, Tt avapevotoy. v ovakoiveoon o
ooAlaGH0VV TO OTOLKElD TOV TPOEKLYAY amd TNV £PELVA Yo TNV KAMUOKA KOl TN QUOT TG
dpactnprotog oe oAdkANpM TV Képo o kébe mepiodo g mpoictopiag (gik. 1) KabdOG Kot T1g
EMNTMOGELS TNG GTO POAO KOl TOV YOPOKTPA TOL 1Epov TG Képov. Oa mapovsiactodv eniong to
aroteAéopata ™G Epevvag empaveiag e Notwoavatolkng Na&ov, n omoio dSlQOTIGE TOV
YOPOKTAPO TNG KATOTKNONG KOl TG YP|OMG YNG 6TO VNGl anTtd g OAN TN d1dpKeLa TNG TPOicTOPiag.
Ta dedopéva g €pevvag emMPAVEINS YL TOLG VOTEPOVS TPOIGTOPIKOVG YPOVOLS KOl TIG
petayevéotepeg mepltooovg Bo avapepBodv emiong ev ocvviopio (ek.2). EmmpocbHétwg, Oa
ocu{nmOei n a&io pog cLVOAKNG TPOGEYYIoNG TOL TEPIAAUPEVEL TOGO avacKAPT OGO Kol EpEvval
emoaveiog pe 10 va tomobetBel n mpoceatn Epgvva e Képov vmd 10 gwg g épevvag
empaveiog otV gupvtepn meployn. TéLog, Ba avapepBovv ot mBavEG LEALOVTIKEG EPELVNTIKEG
KaTELOVVGELG.
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Ew. 1. H épevva emopaveiog g Képov: H mukvdtnrta g Kepapukng oe OAeg Tig TEPLOO0VG

Ew. 2. H épevva emoaveiog g NotoavatoAikng Na&ov: H mokvotrta g Kepapikng o OAeg
T1G TEPLOSOOVG




