KYKAAAIKO XEMINAPIO - CYCLADIC SEMINAR

Monday, 14 January 2013

Colin Renfrew

The Early Cycladic Settlement at Dhaskalio, Keros and the sanctuary at Kavos in the light of
the 2006 to 2008 excavations: Deciphering a mystery.

The pioneering excavations by Christos Doumas in 1963 at the looted site of Kavos on Keros,
followed by those of Photeini Zapheiropoulou, revealed a mystery which neither those of 1987 by
Doumas, Marangou and myself, nor the publication of ‘The Keros Hoard’ by Peggy Sotirakopoulou,
were able to resolve. Why were all the finds at Kavos broken in fragments? Why so many? What were
the relations of this site with the settlement on the small islet of Dhaskalio, now lying 90 metres
offshore?

The excavations at both Kavos and Dhaskalio in 2006 to 2008 have revealed clear evidence for a
pan-Cycladic sanctuary at Kavos (fig. 1) in the Early Bronze Age and a major settlement on
Dhaskalio (fig. 2). Together they document what appears to be the first regional ritual centre of the
Aegean, perhaps the first maritime ritual centre in the world. Is it now possible to speak of a
Confederacy of Keros, which flourished in the Cyclades in the later third millennium BC?
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O IIp®ToKVKAUIIKOS 0IKIOGPOG TOV AackailoV kot To Iepd otov KdPo Aackariod tng Képov vrd
T0 MG TV UVUGKIPAV TOV €TAV 2006 £0¢ 2008: ATOKPLATOYPUPOVTAG £VO. PVGTIPLO

O npodteg avaokapég tov Xpictov Ntovua otn cvinuévn 0éon KdaPog Aackoiiod g
Képov 10 1963 xobmg kal ekeiveg mov akolovdnoav amd 1 Pwtevy Zo@epomodAon amoKdAvyay
&val LOGTNPLO, TO 0T0{0 deV KUTEGTN dLVOTO Vo e€yviacbel ovte pe TIc avackagég tov 1987 amd tov
Nrovpa, v Mapoaykod kot gpéva tov 1010 o0Te e TN dnpocievon tov «@ncavpov g Képovy» amd
v Iéykn Zotpakorovriov. [ati Ppédnkav Opavouéva 6Aa to gupruota otov Kapfo Aackaiion
g Képov; Tarti ftav 1060 moAld; [loteg Tav ol 6YECELg TG GUYKEKPLUEVNC BEOTG LLE TOV OIKIGHO
¢ vnoidag Aackoid, n onoia Bpicketan onpepa 90 pétpa poakpild and v axt g Képov;

Amd T1¢ avaokapég mov deénydnoav 1660 otov Kdfo Aackoiiod g Képov 660 kot oto
AocokaMd and 1o 2006 €wc 1o 2008 mpoékvyav coapn otoyeia Yot va TOVKUKAASIKO 1Ep0 NG
[Ipdying Eroyng tov Xaikov otov Kapo (k. 1) kot évav owiopod peiovog onuoscioc oto Aackaild
(. 2). Ot 600 Oéoeig 68 GLVOVAGHO PETAED TOLG TEKUNPIOVOLY TNV VTOPEN VOGS KEVIPOL TOL
(QOIVETOL VO OTOTEAEL TO TPAOTO TEPLPEPELNKO KEVTPO TEAECTG AUTPEVTIKDOV TPAEEWDY 6TO Atyaio, iomg
TO TPMTO TETOLO0 VNOIOTIKO KEVTIPO oToV KOGUO. MAm®g gival mAéov duvatd Vo, OUAODE Yol Mo,
Opoonovdia Tng Képov, 1 omola Nkpace otig Kukhadeg ota téAn g tpitng yihetiog m.X.;



Fig. 1 Fragments from different marble figurines found during the excavations at Kavos on
Keros.

Ew. 1 Opavcpoto omd S@OpeETIKA UOpUAPIVO, E0OA0 TOL Ppédnkav Katd TG avacKapEG GTOV
KéPo Aackoriod e Képov.
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Fig. 2 The excavator at the settlement on Dhaskalio during the excavation.
Ew. 2 O avaoka@éog 6Tov oioud Tov Adckoilol Katd t SidpKela TG avaoKoenG.



