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Xpwotiva A. Terepavtov

O NeolOkdg 01Kiop6g 6Tov XTPOQLAL AVOpov

Argvpovovtag Toug 0pifovreg g Kukhadikilg mpoioctopiog Kot tkovoypagiog

Ol avacKa@Eg 6TO 0pOTESIO TOV XTPOPIAQ, GTN OLTIKN OKTH TNG AVOpov, EPePUV GTO

POG TO EPEIMIO. €VOG EKTETOUEVOL OIKICHOV, TTOV OVAKEL GTOV TOMTIOTIKO opilovio Tng
«Attiknc-Kepdahacy, g Tedukne Neoabumc (TNA) mepiddov. H avantoén tov ogeiletal og
pueydlo PBoabud ot otpatnyikn yewypagikny 0éom g Avdpov kovtd otnv ATTikY, Kot
€101KOTEPA TN ACVPEMTIKT, GE GUVOLACUO LE TO YEYOVOG OTL ATOTEAOVCE GMUAVTIKO KOUPO Kot
evoldpeco otabpd otovg Bahdociovg dpOHoLS TG VEOMOIKNG vavoimAoiog Yo Tn dlakivnon
ayaBov (). UnAaKod oylovoD Kol UETOAAEDUATOS) Kol TN UETASOCT TEYVOLOYING Kl 1OEDV
avdpeoa otig Kukdadeg, Tnv nrelpotikn yopa, tnv Evfola kot 1o fopetoavatorikd Atyaio.

M oglpd onuovTIK@V oTtoryeiov Tov Kabiotov, pe To £€0¢ TOPO OEOOUEVO,

povadikd otig Kukhadec kot oty yydtepn yeoypaeikn meployn (Evpoia, Attiky):

H peydn éxtaom Tov 01Kiopoy, 6€ GUVIVAGHO LE TOV TUKVO TOAEOSOUKO 1GTO KOL TO
Woitepa peyaro uéyebog Tmv KInpimv.

Ta €épya cLALOYLKOD YOPAKTNP OO TNV KOWOTNTA, OT®G £ival 1 0OXVP®CT, TO 1EPO
KO 1] EKTETAUEVT] XPTION TOV PPOyOypapLdY.

H mAn0dpa tov vynAng moldtntag evpnudTmy.

H mponyuévn teyvoroyia (m.y. petodhoteyvia, Mboteyvia).

Ov extetauéveg Ppoayxoypoeiec o6&  aVOOKOUUEVO TEPIPAALOV, UE  SLUPOAKE
(daxtolooynuo 0épo, mEANOTE, KOWMOTNTEC GE OMEPOEN OldTalN), YPOLUKE
(omeipa, poioavdpog), swoviotikd Oéuata (mhoio (swk. 1), {Oa —koroikia, eAdoia,
toakdAo (swk. 2), yapla, dehoivia K.6.), apnNyNUoOTIKEG oknvég (moumn mhoiwv,
KOVIYL EAQQILOV amd ToakdAa, Boldooiog Pubog pe mapdotacr SeA@viov pe TO
pikpd 0y avOpdmivny mbavog po g M avlpomopopeo «Eoavon, vy. 0,45 .,
evogyopévmg anekovion Beotnrog). Paivetar 611 o1 veolbBukol koAMtéyves, mOAD
TPW TNV OVATTUEN TNG EIKOVIOTIKNG TéYVNG oTig Kukdddeg katd t Méon kot Yotepn
Emoyn tov XoaAko® (oyysloypoeio, Toryoypagicg), £bscav T PAcelg TOv
€IKOVOYPaPLKoD AeEIA0YIOL Kot TNG S1oyEIPIONE TOL YDPOL GE GVVOETEG TUPACTAGELC.
O £vtovog VOTIKOG YOPOKTAPOS TOV OKIGHOD (VALTNyIK/vavoimhoio/eumdplo) mov
tekunpuoveTor ond tic 100 ko mAéov amewkovicelg mAoiov o1l Ppoyoypapieg o€
KOWOYpPNoTOLG YMPpovg (1Ep0, TEYOC, XDPOC Popela Tov TElYOVE) ®G TO KLPiOPYO
oOUPOAO TNG KOVOTNTAG,.

H ypfon evoég avamtuypévou kot uputato SLodES0UEVOD KMOKO EMKOWVOVIOG UE
YPNON CLGTHLOTOS GLUPOAWY (SakTvAOGYNIO OEp, TEALATA, KOIMOTNTEG OE d1dTasN
oneipag).

To, oToygion aVTE KATOIEKVOOVY OTL TPOKELTUL Y10 £VAV EDPOGTO TPOTOACTIKO OIKIGUO

He Kupilapyo vauTikd yapaktipa, o onoiog avaueifoia 8o dwadpapdrile, oe Eva gvpiTEPO
SikTvOo HIKPOTEP®V 1/KOL OVAAOY®V OIKIGU®V, oNnuovTikd poro kotd tv TN mepiodo. O
ZTpOPIAOG OTOKOADTTEL W10, VEQ €1KOVOL Y10L TOV TIOMTIGUO OTO  VNOI®TIKO Atyaio kot
wWwitepa otig Kukdddeg katd t TN wepiodo, dievpivovtag Toug opilovteg Tng KOKAASIKNG
mpoioTopiog kot ewovoypaeios. Katadewvier o6t amd v mepiodo avth dapopedinke
otig Kukhddeg €vag vynidg moMTIGHOG e PEYAAES OPYOVOUEVES VOVTIKEC KOWVMVIES Kot
AVAAOYOLG OIKICUOVG LE TPMTOUOTIKEG OOUEC, TOV OMOTEAEGE TN PBACT Yo TN UETETELTO
TOMTIGTIKY ££EMEN TG Méomng ko ¢ Y otepng Emoyng tov Xadkov.
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The excavations on the plateau of Strofilas, on the west coast of Andros, have
unearthed the ruins of a large settlement belonging to the “Attica-Kephala” cultural horizon of
the Final Neolithic (FNL) period. Its growth is attributable largely to the strategic location of
Andros near Attica, especially the area around Lavrion, coupled with the fact that it was an
important hub and port of call on the Neolithic sea routes for the transport of goods (e.g.
Melian obsidian and metal ore) and the transmission of technology and ideas between the
Cyclades, the Mainland, Euboea and the NE Aegean.

On the evidence available to date, a number of factors make Strofilas unique in the
Cyclades and the surrounding geographical region (Euboea, Attica).

e The large area of the settlement, along with its dense layout and large buildings.

e The communal projects, such as the fortification, the sanctuary and the extensive
rock-art representations.

e The abundance of high-quality finds.

e The advanced technology (e.g. metalwork, stonework).

e The extensive rock art representations in excavated context, with symbolic motifs
(motif in the form of a ring-idol pendant, figure-of-eight patterns reminiscent of
human footprints, pecked marks in spiral arrangement), linear motifs (spiral,
meander), pictorial motifs (ships (fig. 1), animals - goats, deer, jackals (fig. 2), fish,
dolphins, etc.), narrative scenes (flotilla of ships, jackals hunting deer, seabed with
dolphin and its calf, probably a human figure or an anthropomorphic xoanon, 0.45 m.
high, possibly representing a deity). It seems that long before the development of
pictorial art in the Cyclades, in the Middle and Late Bronze Age (pottery, wall-
paintings), the Neolithic artists laid the foundations of the iconographic vocabulary
and spatial management in complex scenes.

e The intense maritime character of the settlement (shipbuilding / seafaring / trade),
which is documented by more than 100 depictions of ships in the rock art in public
places (sanctuary, fortification wall, area north of the wall) as the community’s
prevailing symbol.

e The use of a sophisticated and widespread communication code using a system of
symbols (motif in the form of a ring-idol pendant, figure-of-eight patterns reminiscent
of human footprints, pecked marks in spiral arrangement).

The evidence indicates that this was a thriving proto-urban settlement of maritime
character, which undoubtedly played an important role in a wider network of smaller and/or
similar-sized settlements during the Final Neolithic (FN) period. Strofilas reveals new
information on the culture of the Aegean, particularly in the Cyclades, during the FN period,
expanding the horizons of Cycladic prehistory and iconography. It demonstrates that during
this period an advanced culture took shape in the Cyclades, with large organized maritime
societies and similar settlements with early urban structures, which were the basis for the
subsequent cultural developments of the Middle and Late Bronze Age.



Ew. 1 [opdotaon pe Koviytl ELapidv and toarkdiie 6tov euoikd Bpdyo, Popeia Tov
Telyoug.

Fig. 1 Representation of jackals hunting deer, at the bed-rock north of the fortification
wall

Ew. 2 [Tapdotoon mounng mAoimV GTOV KEVIPLKO TPOUAYMDVA TOV TEYOVS TOV XTPOQIALL.
Fig. 2 Representation of a procession of ships, at the central bastion of the fortification
wall at Strofilas.



