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Eypnvn Fapprraxn (KE” EPKA)

H ypnon tov ornloiwv s Avtikng Kpntng kot ty Mivawixy wepiodo, ue apopun to
onniaio Meiidovioo.

Ta omyloto avékabBev VTPEAY TPOGTOTEVUEVOL TOTTOL KATOIKNONG Kol €pyaciog, Kataplylo, TOmot
TEPICLALOYNG HLGTIKOL, Ko Tomol pomong. Enedéynoay o¢ koteoynv Hetagopd Tov okigpod Adm
Kal, €K TOVTOVL, BeatpikéG oKkNVEg katafdoewv vmooyduevov avayévvnon. [létpva, opopea kai
ECMTEPIKA, MNTOV KATOAANAQ VO QLAOEEVIGOVV TN 00TNTO GTO TMEPAGHO TV OOVOV. AVTd T
TOVELOPPO KOl VTOVIKTIKE €pya TG @OOMG Kol T o0VOEsn Tovg pe v kobnuepwvi (o1 ToV
avOporov o Avtikp Kpnm katd ™ Mwvown mepiodo, Oa mopovclactodv 610 TAAIGIO NG
aVoKOIvVeOoNG, 08 GYE0T LE TO OEGOUEV TG CMGTIKNG AVOOKAPNS 6TO omAcio MeAidoviov.

To omAaio Meldoviov, TOTOC avapopds otnv vedtepn 1otopia g Nfjoov e€attiog Tov pLapTuptkon
Bavatov 370 audywv oto ecwtepkd TOL, TO 1824, Ypnowomombnke ¢ TOMOG MUUOVIUNG
katoiknong katd v TeAkr) Neombwn / TIM 1, mpogovdg 6To TAOIG10 TOV OVOyK®OV HLOG 0YPOTIKNG
KOW®VioG.

Koatd ) dudpkeia g Eroyng tov Xakkov, motdc0, xpnoioromonke Kupiong wg T0mog Aatpeiag, yio
TV omola EMEAEYN CLYKEKPIUEVOS, O PBOpelog poyoc, eoutiag TG TaPOoVGiog GE OVTOV KEVIPIKOV
otoAayuitn kot voatoocvAhoyne. H Aatpeio ftov eviatikdtepn KaTd TV VEOOVOKTOPIKN TEPiodo,
Omwg paptupel N TANBOPO TG KEPAUIKNG Kot Ot eneUPAcels / EnpoAfikég KoTaokevég 6Tov Huyod,
Y0pig, ®otdco, va olakomel moté. Avtifeto emPefordveror 1 opOAn GLVEYION TNG KOTE TOVG
Iotopikovg Xpdvovg, Katd Tovg omoiov emiong mapovstalel Paoelg eviatikonoinons. Katd ta téin
TOV EMNVICTIKOV YpOVOV Kol HEYPL TNV VOTEPT aPYoOTNTO, EXYPUPIKES papTupiec Pefardvovy
Aatpeia Epun, o omoiog aiveton emkpdtnoe g yuvoikeiog Oedtrag -mibavotato A@poditng- mov
Aatpevdtav Katd T ddpkela TV Iotopikdv Xpovav, dTwg amodekvhouy T EW0MALA.

Xmv mopovoo avokoivoon 1. 8o culntBel n Tomoypagia g TePLOYNS, TPOKEEVOL Vo, evTayDel To
OTNAOLO GTO TAEYLO TV OPYOLOAOYIKAOV YOP®V NG vpiTePNg mepLoyng Mulomotdpov kot 2. Ha
avaeepBodv Ta omAaio g Avtiknig Kpntmg, ta omoia glyav ypnoeic avdioyeg ekeivov mov
OTOK®OIKOTOMONKAV 0Td TNV avaoKOPIKT £pELVa TOV ornAaiov Meldoviov.



MINOAN SEMINAR

Friday 7 December 2012, 18.30
Archaeological Society, Panepistimiou 22, Athens

Irene Gavrilaki (25th EPCA)

The use of caves in west Crete during the Minoan period, on the basis of the cave of
Melidoni

Caves were always protected places for habitation, sheltering, work, as well as locations for
meditation and initiation. They were selected as a metaphor for Hades and were, therefore, theatrical
stages for descent with the promise of resurrection. As beautiful interior rock formations, they were
suitable to accommodate divinity over the centuries. This presentation deals with these evocative
natural formations of astonishing beauty and their connection to the everyday life of people in west
Crete during the Minoan period, based on the evidence from the rescue excavation of the Melidoni
cave.

The cave of Melidoni is a landmark for the recent history of Crete because of the martyrdom of 370
civilians in 1824. It was used as place of semi-permanent habitation in the Final Neolithic/Early
Minoan I period, apparently meeting the needs of a local agricultural community.

During the Bronze Age, however, it was used as a cult place, particularly the north sector, due to the
existence of a central stalagmite and the presence of water. Ritual activity becomes more intense
during the Neopalatial period, as is attested by the large quantities of pottery and the modification of
space by the construction of rubble walls in the north sector. Cult never ceased, but continued in the
historical times, during which there are also several phases of intensification. Epigraphic evidence
from the end of the Hellenistic period until late antiquity confirm the worship of Hermes who
replaced the female deity — probably Aphrodite — who was worshipped during historic times, as the
figurines suggest.

The presentation will also include: 1) a discussion of the topography of the area, in order to place the
cave in the network of archaeological sites of the wider Mylapotamos region, and 2) a discussion of
the caves of west Crete, which had uses similar to those recorded during the excavation of the
Melidoni cave.



