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Searching for the Temple of Athena Areia at Plataea     Chikako Sugawara 

 

Ancient literary sources: 

Plutarch: Aristeides:  20. 3                                                              

Ο‘ύτω δε διαλλαγέντες εξειλον ογδοήκονωτα τάλαντα τοις Πλαταιευσιν, αφ’ το της 

’Αθηνας ανωικoδόμησαν ‘ιερόν και το’έδος  έστησαν και γραφαις  τον νεών 

διεκόσμησαν, α’ί μέχρι νυν ακμάζουσαι  διαμένουσιν.  

Thus reconciled, they chose out eighty talents of the booty for the Plataeans,              

with which they rebuilt the sanctuary of Athena, and set up the shrine , and adorned  

the temple with frescoes, which continue in perfect condition to the present day.   

                        ( LCL Plutarch’s Lives II: Aristides,  translation by B. Perrin, 1959) 

Pausanias Description of Greece: 9. 4. 1 

 Πλαταιευς δε Αθηνας επίκλησιν ’Αρείας εστίν ‘ιερόν . ’ωικοδομήθη δε από λαφύρων ‘ά 

της μάχης σφίσιν ’Αθηναιοι της Μαραθωνι απένειμαν. 

Τό μέν δή ’άγαλμα ξόανόν εστιν επίχρυσον, πρόσωπον δέ ‘οι και χειρες άκραι και πόδες 

λίθου του Πεντελησίου  εισί.  

Μέγεθος μεν ου πολύ δή τι αποδει της εν ακροπόλει χαλκής,                                                           

‘ήν και αυτήν ’Αθηναιοι του Μαραθωνι απαρχήν αγωνος ανέθηκαν,                        

Φειδίας δε και Πλαταιευσιν ην ‘ο της ’Αθηνας το ’άγαλμα ποιήσας . 

The Plataeans have also a sanctuary of Athena surnamed Warlike; it was built from the 

spoils given them by the Athenians as their share from the battle of Marathon.  

The Plataeans too had Pheidias for the maker of their image of Athena.                           

It was a wooden image gilded, face, hands and feet are  of Pentelic marble;                                      

in size it is but little smaller than the bronze Athena on the Acropolis;                                                                  

In the temple are paintings: one by Polygnotus represents Odysseus after he has killed 

the wooers; the other painted by Onasias is the former expedition of the Argives, under 

Adrastus against Thebes. These paintings are on the walls of the fore-temple;                

at the feet of the image is a portrait of Arimnestus, who commanded the Plataeans at 

the battle against Mardonius, and yet before that at Marathon.  

               ( LCL: Pausanias Description of Greece IV , translation W. H. S. Jones, 1955) 

Herodotus   ‘Ηροδόυου ‘Ιστορίαι  VI. 108:  
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’Αθηναίοισι δε τεταγμένοισι εν τεμένει  ‘Ηρακλέος επηλθον βοηθέοντες Πλαταιέες 

πανδημεί.                                                                                                                                      

(A few days before (Sept 3) the Battle of Marathon broke out (Sept 11/12, 490 BC)) 

The whole power of the Plataεans came to Marathon to aid the Athenians,                         

when they were arrayed in the precinct of Herakles.                                                                        

(Herodotus explains the situations why the Plataians came to Marathon.)  

Καί γάρ καί εδεδώκεσαν σφέας αυτούς τοισι ’Αθηναίοισι ο‘ι Πλαταιέες,                                         

καί πόνους ‘υπέρ αυτων ο‘ι ’Αθηναιοι συχνούς ήδη  αναραιρέατο.      

Because once (519 BC) the Plataians had put themselves under the protection of  

Athens, and thence the Athenians had taken upon them many labours for their 

protection. 

Κλεομένης. (Kleomenes’ advice to the Plataeans) 

‘Συμβούλευομεν δε ‘υμιν δουναι ‘υμέας αυτούς ’Αθηναίοισι                                                                 

πλησιοχώροισι τε ανδράσι και τιμωρέειν εουσι κακοισι.’                                                       

Λακεδαιμόνιοι μεν νυν Πλαταιευσι ταυτα συνεβούλευον 

Kleomenes advised them: 

‘We council you to put yourselves in the protection of the Athenians,                              

who are your neighbours, and can defend you right well.’                                                           

 O‘ί Πλαταιέες δε ουκ ηπίστησαν,  αλλ’ Αθηναίων ‘ιρά ποιεύντων                                                       

τοισι δυώδεκα θεοισι  ‘ικέται ‘ιζόμενοι επί των βωμόν                                                             

εδίδοσαν σφέας αυτούς..   

The Plataeans obeyed it, and when the Athenians were sacrificing to the Twelve Gods 

they came as suppliants and sat them down by the altar, and so put themselves under 

protection. 

Herodotus Βοοκ VI, 111:    in the Battle of Marathon 

Τελευταιοι δε ετάσαντο έχοντες το ευώνυμον κέρας Πλαtaιέες.                                           

Από ταύτης γάρ σφι της μάχης, ’Αθηναιων θυσίας αναγόντων ες τάς εν τηισι 

πεντετηρίσι γινομένας,    κατεύχεται ‘ο κηρυξ  ‘ο Αθηναιος ‘άμα τε Αθηναίοισι λέγων 

γίνεσθαι τά αγαθά καί  Πλαταιευσι.                                                                                                                                                 

Last of all the Plataeans were posted on the left wing.                                                       

Ever since that fight, when the Athenians bring sacrifices to the assemblies that are held  

at the five-yearly festivals  (the Great Panathenaia), the Athenian herald prays that all 

blessings may be granted  to the Athenians and the Plataians alike. 

Herodotus Βοοκ VI. 112:  the decisive Running Attack for the Victory over the Persians                                                                                                                                             
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Ενθαυτα ‘ως απείθησαν ‘όι Αθηναιοι δρόμωι ‘ίεντο ες τούς βαρβάρους.                    

Ησαν δε στάδιοι ουκ ελάσσονες τό μεταίχμιον αυτων ή οκτώ.                                                            

’Αθηναιοι δε επείτε αθρόοι προσέμιξαν τοισι βαρβάροισι, εμάχοντο αξίως λόγου. 

Πρωτοι μέν γάρ ‘Ελλήνων πάντων των ‘ημεις ίδομεν δρόμωι ες πολεμίους εχρήσαντο.   

Straightway the Athenians were let go and charged the Persians at a run. There were 

between armies a space of not less than eight stadia/ furlongs. The Athenians, closing all 

together with the Persians, charged their enemies at a run.    (1 stadia = c.180m)                                                     

(the Athenians in this context imply the 10,000 Athenian hoplites  & the 1,000 Plataean 

hoplites)  

Book VI, 113: 

Μαχομένων δε εν τωι Μαραθωνι χρόνος εγίνετο πολλός.                                                        

Το δε κέρας ‘εκάτερον ενίκων  ’Αθηναιοί τε και Πλατιέες..  ενίκηωντες  ’Αθηναιοι,                                           

φεύγουσι δέ τοισι  Πέρσηισι ε‘ίποντο κόπτοντες, ες την θάλασσαν απικόμενοι πυρ τε 

αίτεον και επέλαμβανοντο των νεων. 

 For a long time they fought at Marathon.                                                                               

On either wing the Athenians & the Plataeans were victorious.                                                                  

Here the Athenians had the victory, and followed after the Persians in their flight down 

to the sea.      ( LCL Herodotus III  Book VI,  translation by A.D. Godley, 1957) 
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                 Searching for the Temple of Athena Areia at Plataea 

            

 

   This research has started with a simple, but enthusiastic wish to see the temple of 

Athena Areia at Plataea dedicated by the Plataeans and its cult image created by 

Pheidias after the victory of the Battle of Plataea in 479 BC.                                                                                                                                         

Now, Thank be to God, indeed! I have been studying, investigating the most significant 

influential, effectual, innovative, revolutionary events in the history of Athens, of the 

Greek history, of Europe, and the World history as well: the Greek Victories at the 

Battle of Marathon, the Battle of Salamis and at the Battle of Plataea over the enormous 

‘invincible’ Persian army. 

Reserving this significant theme later, the original subject of this research is first 

considered. 

Searching for the Temple of Athena Areia at Plataia 

Show the topographical conditions of the far spread fertile Plataean Plateau to 

understand: (at the end colour photos display the far spread Plateau)                                                                                                                                      

Q1: Why Mardonios chose the Plataean plateau for the battlefield?:   Hoping the 

Persian victory by the full use of his cavelry.             

Q2:Why the Thebans demanded the Plataeans to become member of the Boeotian 

Federatiοn even attacking by force for their rejection of the demand?:                            

To annex the far spread fertile plateau to the Theban territory and rule over all the 

inhabitants as its subjects/ slaves collecting their products, as orient–despots do.   

The two ancient literary sources concerning the the temple of Athena Areia at Plataea: 
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Plutarch: Aristeides:  20. 3    LCL Plutarch’s Lives II:  translation by B. Perrin, 1959                           

Ο‘ύτω δε διαλλαγέντες εξειλον ογδοήκονωτα τάλαντα τοις Πλαταιευσιν, αφ’ το της 

’Αθηνας ανωικδόμησαν ‘ιερόν και το’έδος  έστησαν και γραφαις  τον νεών 

διεκόσμησαν, α’ί μέχρι νυν ακμάζουσαι  διαμένουσιν.  

Pausanias  9. 4. 1             LCL Description of Greece IV, translation W.H. S. Jones, 1955 

 Πλαταιευς δε Αθηνας επίκλησιν ’Αρείας εστίν ‘ιερόν . ’ωικοδομήθη δε από λαφύρων ‘ά 

της μάχης σφίσιν Αθηναιοι της Μαραθωνι απένειμαν. Τό μέν δή ’άγαλμα ξόανόν εστιν 

επίχρυσον, πρόσωπον δέ ‘οι και χειρες άκραι και πόδες λίθου του Πεντελησίου  εισί. 

Μέγεθος μεν ου πολύ δή τι αποδει της εν ακροπόλει χαλκής,                                                           

‘ήν και αυτήν ’Αθηναιοι του Μαραθωνι απαρχήν αγωνος ανέθηκαν,                        

Φειδίας δε και Πλαταιευσιν ην ‘ο της ’Αθηνας το ’άγαλμα ποιήσας .   

                                                                                           (problematic parts, underlined) 

   The temple of Athena Areia which was dedicated by the Plataeans might have been 

mentioned by some other ancient authors in much earlier periods than the time of 

Plutarch and Pausanias in the second century AD, even in early Classical age  soon after 

the victory when  the importance of the battle of Plataea, and the generosity of 

Plataeans’ land-offering of the Battlefield for the Greek Freedom from the Persian 

despot-rule would have been still highly evaluated among the Greek people.                                      

As there are some problems in their descriptions, I tried to find out their sources to 

make sure of them, in vain.                                                                                                       

‘It is said that Plutarch had employed lots of sources, but they have all lost.’ was the 

only positive remark; or ‘Polemon Ilion is the most important source for Pausanias’ (in 

Preller 1838/1964), but among the extant fragmental books the Plataean Athena Areia 

temple in question is not included, not even in Frazer’s commentary.                                                                          

Therefore, so far as I know, Plutarch and Pausanias seem to be only extant ancient 

literary sources regarding the dedication of the Temple of the War-Goddess Athena 

Areia by the Plataeans. 

 (N. Polemon of Ilion: early 2
nd

c BC: Arafat, 1996, 23, n.57; ‘Krateros was very likely for 

‘Plutach’s Aristeides, source for the Battle of Plataea: cf. the decree Krateros’: N. 

Robertson Hesperia 55/ 1986, 94)                                                                    

Although there are problems in their descriptions, I assume that the Plataean Athena 

Areia temple itself was a real historical fact, that is, the Plataeans themselves would 

have really dedicated a temple to the War-Goddess Athena Areia. This was deduced  

considering historical circumstances of the Persian Wars, though within the limit of 

their descriptions, as others generally do inevitably; no other way, and I expanded 

further the ideas as possible. 
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Their primary principle of the temple dedication must have been their own wish to 

express their gratitude and commemorate the great War Victory over the Persians 

which had taken place at their territory. 

Even immediately after their decisive defeat at the Battle of Plataea and the retreat of 

the Persian army from the Greek land, the Greeks were still threatened and feared that 

the Persians would come back again for a revenge-attack.  

   ‘We now know that the Persians would never invade Europe again.                                  

‘But at the end of 479 BC nobody knew that the Persian Wars were at an end,                     

and it must have rather seemed inevitable that they would be even more desirable of 

revenge, and in due course would return.  ‘As                                                                                              

‘In 490 BC the Persians had been defeated and withdrawn from Greece, only to return 

with a larger force ten years later.’ (P. Rhodes, 17-18)  So had they done, So sure will 

they do.    Therefore,                                                                                                           

‘The Greeks could not believe that the Persian threat had been eliminated.’ (Rhodes) 

 Therefore, the Allies of the Panhellenic League immediately would have constructed 

the fortification-walls around Plataea in a hurried pace, protecting even the small town 

of Plataea, but now the-would-be-next target of the Persian revenge, the battlefield of 

their shameful entire defeat.   

The people of the small town of Plataea, honourable battlefield of decisive victory might 

have been extremely excited by the result of the over-expectation. Along with the 

construction of the fortification walls in the post-battle circumstances, the Plataeans 

would have decided to dedicate a thank-offering to the War-God for the 

commemoration of the final decisive victory over the Persian army at their territory. 

 We will now try to follow the process: How the Plataeans decided such a grand scale 

offering.                                                                                                                                             

It is assumed by some that the temple of Athena Areia at Plataea might have been built 

by the Athenians/ Athens; but here it is argued that the Athena Temple at Plataea 

would really have been built and dedicated to the War-Goddess Athena Areia by the 

Plataeans themselves soon after the victory of the Battle of Plataea.                                

This assumption has been deduced by investigating a few plausible factors which may 

suggest how the Plataeans themselves decided to dedicate a temple to the war-goddess 

Athena Areia. 

Factor 1. the Land-offering for the Battlefield  

Their primary principle of the temple dedication must have been their own wish to 

express their gratitude and commemorate the great War Victory over the Persians, 

which had taken place in their territory.                                                                                                                      

In order to understand this most moving factor, the exciting episode is briefly retold 

(Plutarch Aristides, XI) how the battlefield of the battle of Plataea was determined.      
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Plutarch Aristides XI:  the Battlefield-Episode:                                                                       

‘To Pausanias, the Spartan Commander (and of all the Greek Allies, Panhellenic 

League for the Battle of Plataea), a prophecy of the Victory for the Greeks foretold by 

an Eleian prophet, Tisamenus: if they would have acted on the defensive and not 

advance to the attack.                                                                                                                                                          

To Aristides, Athenian General, on the other hand, who had consulted with Delphi, 

complex and difficult oracles were given: ‘If they would have fought in their own land 

in the plain of Eleusinian Demeter and Kore, they would be superior to the barbarian 

enemy.’  However, this perplexing location in the oracle was miraculously revealed that 

it existed in the neighbourhood of Plataea, but not in Athens, interpreted by Ζεύς the 

Saviour appearing in a dream of Arimnestos, the general of the Plataeans.                                                                                                                                 

Guided by the oldest and the most trustful and experienced of the Plataeans a very 

ancient temple named rightly Eleusinian Demeter and Kore was really discovered near 

Hysiai, in the area the foothills of Kithairon projecting into the plain at this point, and 

the place actually looked very well suited to the Greek infantry, a good advantage for 

the battle against the Persian cavalry.                                                                              

Therefore, as the oracle had advised, victory would really be granted to the Greeks, if 

they would really make war with the Persian cavalry here at this place of the divine 

choice. Then, the Plataean general Arimnestos decided to remove boundaries of Plataea 

to the side toward Attika, and to offer this Plataean territory to the Athenians in order 

to make it Athenian land, in accordance with the oracle.                                                                                                                                                                                         

Consequently the Athenians/ the Greeks could really fight in their land in the plain of 

Eleusinian Demeter and Kore, within the Plataean territory. Plutarch admires this land-

offering of the Plataeans:                                                                                                    

‘The generous and  bountiful land offering of the Plataeans became so celebrated that 

even Great Alexander, when he was King of Asia, built the walls of Plataea (N), in 

return for the Plataeans’ bravery and nobility generously and  freely bestowing their 

territory upon the Hellenes in the Persian war.’  

(N: after Gaugameia-Victory, in 331BC; G. Alexander’s city-wall construction: cf. 

Plataiai, 2013: ‘the perimeter 4km, with more than 40 towers, and six city gates at 

least’; archaeological trace: fig.7 early Classical wall, 479/8; figs. 16, 24, 25: Hellenistic. 

34: ‘the task was a great one for a populace/ Plataeans, seriously depleted after having 

spent several decades (427-338/5 BC) out of their home land.’ ) 

Therefore, to the Plataians, their land-offering to the Hellenic League as the battlefield 

for the Greek Victory could have been really the most definitive inspiring factor to 

commemorate the great victory of the Battle which had taken place at their territory 

and to express their gratitude by such a large scale dedication of a temple particularly 

to the War-Goddess Areia. 

 (N: this Temple of Athena Areia at Plataea is an independent thank-offering by the  

Plataeans to the War-Goddess Athena Areia, and it should be distinguished from the 

very first Thank-Sacrifice by all the Greek Allies to Zeus Eleutherios. Arist.20. 4-5)  
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 (cf. C. Hignett: ‘no land-offering for the battlefield: ‘Herodotos’ silence disproves the 

delivery by Delphi in 479 BC of any oracle relating to a Greek choice of the battlefield.’   

Appendex X: 418-419-420, Xerxes’ Invasion of Greece, 1963; Amit: 74 &76: the transfer 

of their whole territory to Athens to fulfil the oracle: victory to Athens/ Greek allies by 

fighting upon their own soil: rejected as a fake & its authenticity. Amit Great and small 

Poleis, 1973.)  

Factor 2:  the Hastening Post-War-Pace against the Persian Revenge-Attack      

The dreadful, destructive and formidable Persian revenge-attack has just been over 

with their own entire defeat under the command of Mardonios at Plataea, and the 

miserable withdrawal of Artabazos and his 40,000 men through the Hellespontos (Hrd. 

9.66).                                                                                                                                                                   

However, even after their two catastrophic defeats at Salamis and Plataea, the Greeks 

still have been threatened and worried about their revenge-attack again, and 

immediately began to prepare against it.  Here Rhodes’ right analysis again.                                                               

  ‘We now know that the Persians would never invade Europe again.                                   

‘But at the end of 479 BC nobody knew that the Persian Wars were at an end.’                      

In this threatened context, first of all they constructed the fortification walls around 

Plataia, the plausible next target by the Persian revenge-attack.   Fig. traces of Early 

Classical city-walls of Plataea,  Plataiai, 378,  Fig. 7                                         

Then they established the Pan-Hellenic anti-Persian  Delian League, continuing its 

intensive fierce operations on the Persians led by the strong anti-Persian chief 

commander Kimon, and everything must have progressed in a quick post-war anti-

Persian pace against their another revenge-attack.  Along with the construction of the 

fortification walls, the Plataeans would have decided a temple dedication, and the 

building of a small simplest type would have started, completed even within a year in 

479-478 BC. (N)                                                                                                                            

(N: D.Castriota: ‘Immediately following the battle the shrine was made in the period 

when Aristeides was still Athenian Commander with Kimon as co-general.’ By this 

Castriota may mean that the temple was erected really right after the victory in 479 BC, 

even before the Delian League was established in 478/ 7 BC and began a series of 

intensive pursuing operations against the Persians under Kimon as its chief 

commander. Myth, ethos, and actuality : official art in fifth-century B.C. Athens,1992, 64) 

The Style and the dimensions of the temple                                                                               

The Plateans would have chosen a small simplest type for their temple, di-style in-antis, 
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without columns, non-peristyle. This type of temple might also be a traditional common 

architectural style and dimensions for the immediate quick building of a victory-trophy. 

Their choice of the small and simplest type of temple might be appropriate from the 

point of the space for a temple, as well. Immediate after the Battle the destructed and 

burnt town was no doubt still ruinous, and their houses and town had to be rebuilt and 

repaired, there was not actually enough large space in the hilly plateau of Plataea at 

that time 479 BC, with more trees, rocky rough ground, not as plain as the present well 

cultivated geographical conditions. Therefore, for the Plataeans a simple and small 

temple was indeed suitable, and they could actually accomplish their earnest wish to 

commemorate the great Victorious Battle at their territory, and they could deeply and 

sincerely express their gratitude to the War-Goddess Athena Areia.  A. Ridder (BCH44/ 

1920) assumed in his essay, the Athena Areia temple at Plataea might have been ‘a 

modest local edifice in memory, reminder of a Pan-Hellenic victory.’  

(N: examples: cf. the old temples of Themis & Nemesis at Rhamnous;     

1.   2.Artemis 

1.Themis: 10.70m x 6.40m H.? End of 6
th 

century/ after 490BC.  The height of the small 

temple is not reported; it is necessary for the height of the colossal statue of Athena 

Areia inside the temple at Plataea. Pausanias (9.4.1) describes ‘its dimension is not much 

smaller than the bronze Athena on the Acropolis.’; cf. G. Stevens (Hesp. 5/ 1936, 494, 

Fig.44; the supposed-height of the Bronze Athena seems to be ca. 7/ 8 m; cf. the Athena 

Medici, Louvre 3070: H. c. 2.60 m); if this is accepted, with Pausanias’ description, the 

height of the cult image of Athena Areia by Phidias could be more or less ca. 5m, then, 

the height of the temple could have been ca.6 m.                                                                                                                           

2. cf. Temple of Artemis Orthia in the Asklepeion at Messenia, 4
th

 century: 10.30 x 5.80 

x H. c.5m (?); the colossal statue: H. c. 3.80m, a restoration of fragments)   

                                    A reconstruction of the Bronze Athena on 

the Acropolis:  (by Stevens, Hesperia V, 1936, Fig.44, ‘The Periclean entrance court of 

the Acropolis of Athens’.   
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Factor  3:   Earlier temples for the war-victory as the models 

When the Plataeans decided their temple dedication, they may have thought of earlier 

and/or recent examples as models for war-victories.                                                        

The temple to the war-god Enyalios (early name for Ares) on Salamis could be the 

earliest example, roughly dated to ca. 610- 600 BC, dedicated to Enyalios by Solon. In a 

conflict against Megarians for the possession of the island Salamis,  Solon with young 

Athenian followers could get the possession of Salamis, and a temple to the war-god 

Enyalios was erected nearby at the Skiradion promontory, the spot of the victorious 

struggles. (Plutarch lives Solon: 9.4)                                                                                                            

(cf. Athena Skiras temple: 1. Salamis: Hrd. 8.94; 2. Phaleron: Jacoby 1923: FGH 

Philochlos 328, Figs. 14-16) 

 Eukleia   Pausanias 1.14.5: ‘ναός Ευκλείας’  (cf. Frazer: 124: ‘a temple of Good Fame’) 

The temple to a goddess Eukleia/ Glory was built for the glorious victory of the Battle of 

Marathon by the Athenians. It was certainly well-known to the Plataeans, though it had 

been built nearly ten years ago; and they might have taken it indeed as a very good even 

the best model. (This too has no archaeological record, report, nor its location.)                                                                                                                                         

The case of the temple of Athena Areia at Plataea can indeed be paralleled with the 

temple to Eukleia/ Glory, because this temple was also dedicated by the people of 

Athens wishing to express their glorious pride of their brave endeavour and 

achievement for the great Victory of the Battle of Marathon, and because Eukleia was 

too one of the newly created goddesses in the 5
th

c Athens, as Areia (mentioned below).                                                                                                                                                  

It can be possible that some of the Athenians might have told to the Plataeans about 

their temple of Eukleia for the Marathon Victory with their own exciting psychic 

experience at the very beginning of Plataeans’ decision-making of a temple-dedication: 

the goddess Eukeia was created and a temple was dedicated to her by the Athenians, 

because all the Athenians saw themselves as entitled to share in the battle’s glory. 

 

Factor 4:   the Eighty talents :   the Award      Aristeia                     

(aristeia: the meed of valour; aristeia: excellence prowess; Plutarch, 20: το αριστειον) 

The eighty talents of award was granted to the Plataeans for their bravery and their 

contribution, as the most devoted polis in the Persian Wars as a whole: at Marathon as 

only polis fought beside the Athenians for the great victory, at Thermopylae, in the navy 

battle at Artemision, and their 600 hoplites in the battle of Plataea in their own 

territory. This was determined by the justifiable suggestion and proposal of Thogeiton, 

Megarian and Kleokritos, Corinthian respectively, and agreed and accepted by all the 

Pan-Hellenic League.                                                                                                                               

Importantly in the Greek tradition it was rather a due for any individual or community 

to return a thank-offering to any deity for the granted Aristeia.                                          

Following the tradition, therefore, the Plataeans would have considered of their due-
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offering for the aristeia to a deity, and happily and aptly appropriately combined with 

their own earnest wish to express their gratitude to the War-God for the Victory at 

their territory.                                                                                                                         

Thus, their two Thank-Offerings were embodied in one substantial form: a temple 

dedication to the War-God. The great amount of award may have enabled them to 

determine such a large scale offering, a stone temple to the War-God.                               

In this stage the Athenians may have willingly helped the Plataeans with good-will 

advise and support for their temple building, and quickened its completion even in 

several months, and satisfied and pleased the Plataeans to have accomplished so quickly 

their earnest sincere wish to express their genuine gratitude to the War-God for the 

great decisive victory over the Persian army at their territory.       

Whether the whole award, 80 talents were consumed only to build the temple, or the 80 

talents were also used for rebuilding, repairing their destroyed town and houses, it is 

not known. For a small simplest temple, the whole eighty talents would not be 

consumed. (cf. the Theiseion: ‘50 talents’;    80 talents: 6,000 x 80= 480,000 Drachmes) 

Plutarch seems to take the eighty talents from the booty of the Battle of Platea, and with 

them the Plataeans rebuilt the sanctuary of Athena, which, he thought, was destroyed 

and burnt by Xerxes, and probably paid for the two frescoes in the temple (though he 

does not say so). (N. there was no Athena temple at Plataea before the Battle)                                                                                                                                  

In Pausanias it seems to be clearer: ‘the sanctuary of Athena Areia was built from the 

spoils of the battle of Marathon.’ The importance is that the eighty talents were given to 

the Plataeans by the Athenians as their share for fighting at Marathon with them for the 

glorious Victory over the enormous Persian army, with their eternal immeasurable 

thanks for their courageous reinforcement in the Battle.                                            

Nonetheless, both do not mention at all about such a matter in question. It is generally 

assumed that the two wall paintings by Polygnotos and Onasias, and the colossal cult 

image of Athena Areia by Phidias were later additions, probably in the 460’s, from their 

active flourishing periods of Polygnotos and Phidias, and with the plausible fund from 

the spoils of the operations of the Delian League, and that they were not included in the 

temple dedication by the Plataeans themselves, neither from the eighty talents.   

With all these factors the Plataeans have accomplished their gratitude-dedication to the 

War-Goddess Athena Areia in their admirable independent dynamic spirit.   

* 

Choice of the War-Goddess Areia, Athena Areia  

The people of Plataea had decided to dedicate a new temple to the War-God, to 

commemorate the Great War-Victory of the Battle of Plataea at their territory, as seen 

above.  Now we investigate why and how the Plataeans chose the War-Goddess Areia in 

particular as the recipient deity of the temple. Here a brief comment is given about 

Areia, the War-Goddess, and the War-Goddess Athena Areia                                       
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According to R. Parker, (Athenian religion: a history 1996, 152 ff) in the 5
th

 century-  

Athens new gods, epithets and cults were introduced, invented, created, or imported in 

various ways. Areia is one of such newly created gods in the 5
th

 century Athens in a 

‘particular’, special unique way, that is, by ‘one common form of creation/ change was 

the application of a new epithet to a long established god (154).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

In the case of Areia, the idea of warlike spirit was expressed in an abstract noun, war-

god, Ares, and following the new ‘particular’ way, it was combined with a long 

worshipped goddess in Athens, Athena, and the new war-goddess was named in its 

feminine form Areia. In this way, a new war-goddess Athena Areia was originated.               

This may have already happened in the very occasion of the Marathon Victory in 490 

BC, earlier than the Battle of Plataea in 479 BC. This new War-Goddess Areia, Athena 

Areia might have been originally conceived by the extremely stimulated Athenians by 

their glorious victory at the Battle of Marathon.                                                                                                

And as the Marathon Victory was achieved by the 10,000/ 9,000 Athenians, reinforced 

only by the 1,000  Plataean hoplites, against the masses of invincible Persian army, and 

the Athenians earnestly wished to expressed their immense and sincere gratitude to the 

war-god. At this very occasion, therefore, for this particular purpose the Athenians 

devised a new war-goddess, Areia, and combined it with their long established city-

goddess Athena for their glorious war Victory.                                                                       

In this way Athena Areia was for the first time created by the courageous, extremely 

excited, and highly stimulated Athenians in the context of the Marathon Victory, the 

really greatest historical events in Greece.   

It was not, however, to the newly created War-Goddess Areia, Athena Areia, that the 

Athenians dedicated a temple, for the commemoration of the Great Marathon Victory,  

but it was to Eukleia Glory, another newly created goddess. The Athenians probably so 

would have done, because they were so much excited with the great victory achieved by 

their own endeavor, and all the Athenians saw themselves as qualified to share in the 

Glory of the great Victory.                                                                                                      

It may also be reasonably understandable that the Athenians would have dedicated a 

temple to Eukleia a newly created goddess, by embodying and expressing their own 

glorious experience, probably before their creation of another new goddess the War-

Goddess Areia.  Both goddesses of Eukleia and Athena Areia must have been newly 

devised in the same occasion of the Marathon Victory by the highly inspired Athenians; 

but Eukleia seems to have been created earlier and the Athenians dedicated a temple to 

her immediate after the Victory most likely, and probably a small and simplest type of 

temple, as the temple of Athena Areia at Plataea. (both no archaeological trace, report)                                                                                                                  

It should be noticed here that in the Iliad (book V in particular) Homer described 

Athena ‘warlike goddess’ literally, fully arming, often appearing in the battlefields, 

acting with and for the Achaean warriors, but Homer did not denominate or designate  

Athena as the war-goddess or give a particular name or epithet as the war-goddess. 



14 
 

Along with the new goddesses the gloriously stimulated Athenians  expressed their 

gratitude by crowning their City-Goddess with a new Victory-Helmet decorated with 

the traditional symbol of Victory, Olive, arranged in the form of  upright olive leaves at 

the forehead of her helmet. 

1   2   

Fig 1: Numismatic Museum, Athens: Pl.48, 480-449: no.668: AR 16.91.06, (in Sylloge 

Nummorum Graecorum , Greece 5, The A.G. Souitzos Collection, Academy of Athens, 

2007) 

Fig 2: c.440-420 BC, Numismatic Museum, Athens, C. Dionysopoulos, 2015, Figs.25-26.   

This glorious Victory Helmet was executed on the Athenian silver coins of 

Tetradrachmes with four upright olive leaves and three on the Didrachmes, widely and 

long distributed in the Greek world, in the colonies, and foreign countries as well, 

minted till the age of Great Alexander by c.320 BC. (then, new types of coins were 

issued by the Makedonians.)  

(N. Athena’s head in profile to the right wearing a helmet without olive leaves, an owl 

on the reverse was for the first time appeared on the Athenian coinage around c.560 

BC, along with the increasing worship of Athena and the reform of the Panathenaia. 

NumM No. 663)   

The Athena head wearing a helmet without olive leaves 

          AcrM (21/2,’18)    NumM No. 663 

 

In Seltman, 1924, Athens, its History and Coinage,  Pl. VII,   A31  
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        A31                          A272 

Seltman 41. S28 Group C: the Imperial Mint: c.561-556: Pl.II A31-37c to pl.III A45  

‘the head of Athena wearing a helm stumped upon these the earliest coins issued from 

the Imperial mint of Peisistratos. ‘The earliest known Panathenaic amphora (the 

Burgon) had been produced a few years before the first of these coins was struck (the 

vase-painting was earlier).                                                                                                                    

From the beginning of the appearance of her head on the coins in the 560s BC Athena 

wearing the helmet, (Seltman, pl.II 31-37 to pl.III A45) as Polias protective city-goddess.                                                                                            

 
The Victory-Helmet Coins 

               A272 pl XVIII 490-480 Group N, 

S79 : one of the earliest Athena-head crowned with the Victory-Helmet decorated four 

uplight-olive leaves Silver Tetradrachme) 

Thus, since the Marathon Victory in 490 BC onward, the City-Goddess Athens had 

been newly worshipped as the War-Goddess Areia. The highly enlightened people of 

Athens were effectively greatly woken up with self-confidence particularly from their 

own experience in the Persian Wars.                                                                                               

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

We have thus proved that the Plataeans’ appropriate choice of Athena Areia as the 

recipient deity of their temple dedication. It was not, however, because of Athena as the 

city-goddess of Athens. It was to the War-Goddess in their primary genuine wish to 

express their gratitude and to dedicate their temple to commemorate the Pan-Hellenic 

final decisive defeat of the Persian Army at their territory.                                                                                                       

This should be emphasized, because this notion seems to be the main reason of the 

misunderstanding of the Athena Areia Temple at Plataea as the dedication by the 
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Athenians.                                                                                                                                  

It is, however, rather a favourable understanding that the Athenians might willingly 

have supported the Plataeans in some ways, considering their ally-relationship, firmly 

tied with fundamental common independent principles, and Athenians’ well-intended  

supportive involvement in the Plataeans’ dedication of the temple to Athena Areia may 

prove their good relationship as reliable and trustful allies each other.  In this trustful 

relationship they originally owe and firmly have been tied each other, the Athenians for 

the Marathon-support to the Plataeans, and to the Athenians the Plataeans much owe 

for the 519-protection and many more times against the aggressive Theban pressure.   

*                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Find the ever-missing Temple of Athena Areia at Plataea !                                                                                                                                       

                        

The plan of Plataiai, Plataiai fig. 5.  The  ground-plans of 6 Byzantine churches, AJA 6/ 

1890, 449, Fig.18   

   Before we go further about this matter: Plataea - Athens relationship, we try to find 

the Temple of Athena Areia at Plataea.                                                                                                                    

We now know that the Plataeans dedicated a temple to the War-Goddess Athena Areia 

to commemorate the Pan-Hellenic final decisive victory over the Persian army which 

had taken place at their territory very soon after the victory, supposedly even within 

one year, 478 BC. We do not know at all, however, in detail about the temple.  So far,  

no archaeological trace, no report, no record of the Athena Areia Temple, even its 

location is still unknown, even in the latest report of 2013 by the Austrian Institute 

excavation results: ‘Neither sanctuary has hitherto been identified.’ Plataiai, 28, note 

101. (cf. Ridder BCH 44/ 1920).                                                                                                                                                                    
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The excavations of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens in 1888-1890 in 

the Plataea region report that they had found ‘over 12 Byzantine/ Frankish churches’, 

marked on the map giving the good ground-plans of six of them. One of them might 

have been built in the sanctuary, or built using the foundations and the stones of the 

Athena Temple, as actually had often happened.                                                                    

(cf. Ridder 1920, 163-169: ‘the American excavations brought nothing to light of the 

temple; we are ignorant either about its dimensions or its location. The temple could be 

a simple moderate type of a local edifice, in memory of the Panhellenic victory.’)                                                                                                                                        

It could be expected to find some traces at these marked spots now by the geophysical 

survey or any new method, as actually reported small traces of Churches I and II in 

Plataiai.  

               2.   Traces of Churches I & II: Plataiai fig.112 

Nonetheless, what we can do now, at least, is to examine the marks of the nine churches 

shown on the map for the plausible location of the Temple of Athena Areia in the far 

spread Plataean plateau. Even the small temple could have been seen from any place 

judging from the present very well cultivated geological conditions of the Plataean 

plateau of low hills extending from the foot of the Kithairon ridges.   Where could have 

been built a ‘small’ temple,  in which a colossal statue of ca.5 m tall could be housed, 

immediate after the 479-battle, and the town was burnt and destroyed one year ago, and 

still ruinous?  This may suggest that somewhere clear place away from the ruinous 

town/ acropolis area chosen for the sacred temple.  

The three churches I, II, or IV inside the acropolis (no acro-place at the Plataean 

plateau, as it is expected),  or six churches outside the acropolis, the two churches III 

and IX close to the acropolis, or the  four churches V, VI, VII, and VIII far away from 

the acropolis.  

Which could have been built in the sanctuary of the temple of Athena Areia? Indeed, 

Where was the Athena Areia Temple at Plataea standing? 

Hoping these questions to be answered by some enthusiastic students, scholars, 

archaeologists in the near future, I leave this section for a while.  

Consider the complete, entire destruction of Plataea in 427 BC, by the Spartans and the 

Thebans, and ‘an enormous conflagration’ set up by the Spartan Siege in 429-summer 

(Thk. 2.77), the two paintings, and the temple itself must have been severely damaged, if 

on the acropolis inside the city-walls, and even outside, not less damaged. Plutarch’s 

description: the two paintings of the c.460’s BC, ‘continue perfect condition to the 

present day’/ to Plutarch’s time, 2
nd

century AD, is incredible; he must have taken this 
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expression from his source written before 429/ 427BC, or earlier ca.450BC by someone 

who saw them ‘perfect condition’.  (There are many temples, and others which are only 

literary mentions, but no archaeological traces, no records, as of Athena Areia, of 

Eukeia & so on.  )    

(It is indeed my greatest regret so far not to have been able to find any trace at all, 

instead of my four-time visits, survey at the far spread Plataean plateau. However, by 

this research I could deeply profoundly touch the history of Athens/ Greece through the 

Persian Wars, particularly contributed by the Plataeans firmly related with the 

Athenians. Heartily I should like to express my gratitude to Professor Sir John 

Boardman, inspired by reading his Parthenon and its Sculptures. )     

* 

The cult image of Athena Areia in the Temple at Plataea                                     

The cult statue of Athena Areia for the Temple at Plataea was created by Pheidias 

c.460. (Pausanias, 9.4.1)   Kimon would have commissioned him to create a marvellous 

cult image of Athena Areia to express as worthy and appropriate as to commemorate 

the great glorious Pan-Hellenic Victory over the Persians (at Plataea), and worthy to 

approve and praise their constant stout trustworthy attitude and achievements of the  

Plataeans, and most importantly, who were the only supporters to the Athenian army 

among the Greeks at the great Battle of Marathon, and now the final decisive victorious 

Battle at their territory. (so that truly worthy to the Aristeia)                                                           

Phidias sure had done his best for a marvellous cult statue of Athena Areia. He executed 

a statue by a special technique, acrolithic that was now invented by himself for this cult 

image. It is attested that this Plataean Athena Areia was Phidias’ first colossal 

magnificent cult statue before the Bronze Athena on the Acropolis and the Athena 

Parthenos, and that it was placed inside the temple, the first temple-cult-statue. (N. 

Farnell, I) 

The original of this Plataean Athena Areia by Pheidias, important in Greek history and 

in art history, however, could not be preserved. Moreover, there is no securely known 

reproduction at all in any art from the original Plataean Athena Areia by Pheidias. The 

original of Pheidias is completely lost, and unknown to us at all.                                                                                                                                    

Possible circumstances are that the beautiful original Pheidian statue in high quality 

would have been already reproduced by Greek sculptors soon or later, then they would 

now have been reproduced by the Greeks and the Romans, and in this way the cult 

image of Plataean Athena Areia by Pheidias would have widely distributed, although 

they would have been remarkably changed from the Pheidian original in the styles in 

the periods and detailed expressions by sculptors. Importantly, however, they could 

have kept the substantial features of the War-Goddess equipped with armours, the 

helmet, the spear and the shield at least, as any Athena is always provided as her 

traditional attributes in various forms.  
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There is only one copy, though hypothetical, not visual: in 1938 H. Thiersch  

conjectured that the Athena Medici (Louvre 3070) could be a faithful copy of the 

Plataean Athena Areia by Phidias.                                                                                          

The Athena Medici was identified as Athena by a small Gorgoneion at the breast of the 

headless armless marble torso (1913). It probably could be a Roman creative hybrid 

reproduction (H. 2.605m, c.1
st
century AD) of the three Athenas originally created by 

Phidias, Athena Areia at Plataea, the Bronze Athena/ Athena Promachos on the 

Acropolis, and the Athena Parthenos in the Parthenon.                                                                                                    

According to B. Ridgway, the style, especially of the draperies of the Athena Medici 

looks even more advanced than that of the Parthenos. As it is assumed that Phidias 

executed the Plataean Athena Areia in the 460s BC, and naturally in the Severe Style of 

that period; therefore, the Athena Medici cannot be a faithful replica of the Plataean 

Athena Areia by Pheidias.                                                                                                

Nonetheless, though just hypothetical, this supposed-replica may stimulate us to 

imagine the original Pheidian colossal Athena Areia inside the Temple at Plataea.                             

                                              

A restoration of an Athena Medici type statue of the Thessaloniki Museum (n. 877) by G. 

Despinis, is very important. This was restored based on the well-preserved colossal bust/ 

helmeted head (H. 0.585m), the lower part of the right leg (L. 1.76m), and particularly 

the right arm/hand (L.0.24 m), an unique preservation, showing its shape no doubt 

holding a spear in the hand, and this could really be a replica of a certain armed 

Athena, if not of the Plataean Athena Areia, though a far remote Roman copy.  This 

restoration is also important and interesting showing the acrolithic technique.                                                                                                              

The Thessaloniki Athena Medici type statue could be a higher possibility of a Roman 

copy of the colossal Plataean Athena Areia especially with the right hand showing 

holding a spear than the headless, arm-less Athena Medici of Louvre, Thiersch’s 

conjecture considered.                                                                                                                    

Nonetheless, the close similarity of the drapery at the right leg of both Louvre and 

Thessaloniki is crucial. This may suggest that their prototypes could have been 



20 
 

reproduced from the same original.                                                                                                         

Another colossal bust/ head of Athena in high quality found at Pnyx, Athens in 1931, 

(h.0.75m, face: 0.30m ANM n. 3718) could also be one of Roman copies, an armed 

Athena wearing the same type of the Attic helmet as the more than 30 heads of the 

Athena Medici type statues.  

                                                     

                          the bust of Athena from Pnyx H.0.75m/ 75-30                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                               
the bust of Athena of the Thessaloniki Museum, H. 0.585m 

            the right hand: L. 0.24m     
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                       the lower part of the right legs of 

the Athena Medici (Louvre) and of the Thessaloniki Museum, cf. draperies 

             

The Athena Medici (Louvre); Athena in the metope of the temple of Zeus, Olympia 

Thus, the original cult image of the Plataean Athena Areia by Pheidian could not be 

found, and inevitably we may be satisfied by the Athena in the stable of Augeas in the 

east metope of the Temple of Zeus at Olympia, because of the chronological ca.460 BC 

and stylistic, the Severe Style, closeness to the Pheidian Athena Areia in the Temple at 

Plataea, though in frieze, and the restoration of the Thessaloniki Athena Medici type 

statue by Despinis.                                                                              
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The Plataea-Athens Ally-Relation                                                                                        

   Why the Plataeans only of all the Greeks, Greek poleis fought with the Athenians 

against the Persians at the Battle of Marathon?                                                                                       

The Athenian request for support/ help against the Persian army was accepted only by 

the Spartans and the Plataeans; the rest were scared threatened the formidable mighty 

Persian power and submitted to Persia giving ‘water and earth.’                                              

By the delay of the Spartan army, even the Athenians would no less have worried 

waging a war against the enormous Persian army.                                                          

How much, therefore, the Athenians rejoiced and were encouraged when they saw the 

rushing Plataean hoplites approaching towards them. The Plataeans’ arrival, indeed, 

must have greatly stirred up Athenians’ fighting spirit and prowess. This could truly 

become the mighty source of the glorious victory over the huge Persian army. This was 

the beginning of the circumstances of the Battle of Marathon and its Victory over the 

Persians by the achievement of the Athenians and the Plataeans alone.                                                               

The 1,000 Plataean hoplites truly enabled the 10,000 Athenian hoplites together with 

them perfectly carry out the decisive Running Attack and successfully defeat the huge 

massive Persian army, by the excellently arranged watertight strategy by Miltiades!  

The points:  

The reason circumstances why the Plataean hoplites came and fought together with the 

Athenians at the battle of Marathon is generally argued commented based on 

Herodotus’ significant and concise meaningful, but short indistinct imprecise expression 

in several words (VI, 108.1):                                                                                                                       

Καί γάρ καί εδεδώκεσαν σφέας αυτούς τοισι ’Αθηναίοισι ο‘ι Πλαταιέες.                                 

The commentaries are basically understandings and interpretations in the limit of 

Herodotus’ terms relating with the known historical events and with the official 

conditions of alliance, particularly in the severe case of the protective alliance.                                              

The general understanding is that the Plataeans were allied with the Athenians 

requesting for their protection from the aggressive Theban pressure even using the 

force supposedly in 519 BC; since then the Plataeans had been subjects or/ and slaves of 

the Athenians as the official conditions of surrender of the recipient polis loosing, 

handing over their independence, almost entirely because the cause of the ally was for 

their protection.  In 490 BC, much owing to this protection as their subjects, the 

Plataeans came to Marathon to help, support the Athenians at the battle against the 

Persian army.   

This is the general understanding of the ally-relation between Athens and Plataea and 

the intention of the Plataeans’ coming for the battle of Marathon. The burial of the 

fallen Plataean hoplites together with the fallen Athenian freed-slaves in the same grave 

mound is even taken as ‘Athenians’ public announcement’ of the status of the Plataeans 

as their subjects or even as slaves.’(Badian) ‘surrender submission of the recipient polis’  
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Another question is why the Plataeans had need for protection by a large powerful 

polis.   [this is rather the first question]                                                                                                                                                                  

In Boeotia, and in Thessaly as well, agriculture-based small communities had long been 

keeping self-sufficient, self-supplied free-economy with their own products from their 

own small lands; even since the Neolithic Age the small population of these small 

communities in Thessaly and Boeotia had been independent not organized by any 

system/ power.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

In Boeotia Thebes becoming the largest polis, and founding many towns, throughout its 

history had sought to claim domination over the other cities through the Boeotian 

Confederacy established in the 6
th 

century, and from the 520s on Thebes intensively 

requested it.   The towns and  cities founded by Thebes had to obey it;  other 

independent cities too were frequently forced into membership, but as they were 

reluctant to be under its hegemony rejecting especially military hegemony,  they could 

stay aloof only with outside support, as the Plataean case with Athens. (cf. Thespiai).  

Nonetheless, the general understanding of the Plataean ally-relation with Athens is 

based on Herodotus’ Καί γάρ καί εδεδώκεσαν σφέας αυτούς τοισι ’Αθηναίοισι ο‘ι 

Πλαταιέες, as the official ally conditions, particularly of the severe case for protection.       

 Based on Herodutos, their ally relation is interpreted: the Plataeans’ status as totally 

submission, subjugation, subjects of the Athenians, or even as slaves based on the burial 

of their fallen hoplites in the same tomb at Marathon with the Athenian freed-slaves 

who fought there. (cf. Hammond JHS 112/1992, 149; Badian: ) ‘both non-citizen’                                        

(N. Amit: these arguments could be understood by reading Amit: why so radically the 

case of Platean ally relation are taken.                                                                                   

Amit, 1973, 63-64: ‘Any state entering into an alliance must always be prepared for the 

renunciation of [give up] some part of its independence, and much more so when the 

outcome of an appeal for protection, considerable loss of its independence.’)  

Nevertheless, whatever the general understandings and interpretations of the official 

ally-relation of Plataea with Athens are, I believe that the Plataeans’ primary purpose 

to come to Marathon and to fight against the Persian army was no doubt to defend 

Greece and the Greeks from the Persian despot-rule, not let him destroy, conquer 

Athens, or any Greek city, town, not let him enslave any of the Greeks.                                 

Thus determining from their own strong long established independent principle and 

attitude, the Plataeans came to Marathon, not just to help support the Athenians much 

owing to their protection in 519 BC, as generally assumed.  

Indeed, much owing to Athenians’ protection certainly needless to say, but rather from 

their own principles, for the defense of Greece, the Greeks, Greek Freedom, and from 

their anti-despot-hegemony rule of Persia, the Plataeans rushed to Marathon even 

several days before the Battle, and extremely encouraged and reinforced the Athenians, 
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who were no less warrying by the delay of the Spartan army for the battle against the 

enormous masses of Persian army. (cf: the Plataean grave-location: D.: Vrava, 62-63)      

How much the Athenians were encouraged even rejoiced seeing the Rushing Plataean 

hoplites approaching them. At the very moment of their arrival already the Plataeans 

truly have become their most trustworthy reliable promoters, supporters.                                                                              

At this very moment, indeed, firmly and heartily they might have tied each other from 

the depth in their hearts.                                                                                                                            

How much stimulated, how much stirred up their fighting prowess each other!  Stout-

hearted bravery embodied their courageous energy for rushing bravely at the Running 

Attack toward the enormous masses of the ferocious Persian army, perfectly executed 

the excellently precisely organized watertight strategy of Miltiades, successfully 

defeated their dreadful enemies, and Gloriously Did Win Victory!   

                                                          an Athenian hoplite at the 

Running Attack, after 490 BC, by the Euthymides Painter (Athens Akropolis Museum)                                                                                                                             

The stout courageous brave 1,000 Plataean hoplites truly enabled the 10,000 Athenian 

hoplites carry out successfully the Running Attack, effectuated Miltiades’ watertight 

strategy. Without manoeuvring their proud boastful superior cavalry at all, the sheer 

numerous Persian army was shamefully outrageously overcome by the much smaller 

Greek army! 

All the Athenians may have felt, indeed, and really experienced Glory that has come out 

from the great Victory over the enormous number of invincible Persian army with their 

hard endeavour. How glorious their achievement was, indeed! 

Struggling hand to hand and overwhelming the masses of fearsome Persian warriors, so 

long estimated and scared, threatened by the Greeks, now the Athenians, not only the 

Μαραθωνο-μάχοι / Marathon-fighters, but all the Athenians might have woken felt self-

confidence.                                                                                                                             

The Marathon Victory has remarkably changed Athenians and Athens. Indeed, 

Marathon Victory was the prime mover, the very origin of the prompt and significant 

development and expansion of Athens henceforth.                                                                                  

At this very fight they have truly recognized each other their long established positive 

independent principles, which the Plataeans, since already in the Neolithic Age by the 

agriculture-based husbandry, and the Athenians by Solon’s Reform/ Seisachtheia had 
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embodied, both as own small landholders by their own self-sufficient products and 

income for themselves, consequently developed their strong anti-despot attitudes, and 

by their common principles they have now been steadfastly tied.                                                                                                                               

The relationship between the Plataeans and the Athenians has long been steadily kept 

standing on their common independent principles and attitudes, far beyond the official 

ally-conditions, even looked and considered as ‘friendly relationship’.  

Marathon Victory has woken the Athenians to recognize their own capability: their 

much smaller army has totally defeated the enormous masses of the Persian army by 

their brave strive, which since Solon’s Reform, the Athenians, the people of Attica have 

nurtured and so much developed as to have overpowered the ‘invincible’ Persians 

fighting hand to hand against them; and they also highly admired themselves because 

without Spartans’ military support at all  they have done this great achievement.                                                                                                                         

Indeed, Marathon victory has markedly changed the outlook of Athens, and not only 

the Μαραθωνο-μάχοι*/ Marathon-fighters, but also all the Athenians as well. D257                                                                                                                                     

Hereafter, Athens, Athenians growing not merely in the military fields and power,  but 

importantly the spiritual cultural spheres were also increased and bloomed in various 

fields in arts and philosophy as well after 490 BC onward, as their hearts also had been 

stimulated and inspired by the amazing victory won by their own endeavor, and 

effectuated the other Greek people and poleis who had just been released from the long 

scared and threatened fearsome Persians. (* cf. ‘Ελλήνων προμαχουντες ’Αθηναιοι 

Μαραθωνι. D. 257, n.957)  

The Prayers                                                                                                                                                                                         

Therefore, ever since that amazing glorious victory won by the brave vigorous  Running 

Attack, at every Great Panathenaia the Athenian herald offered prayers that all the 

blessings may be granted to the Athenians and to the Plataeans alike.                                                   

(N.Hrd. 6.111; J. Shear, 2001, 535-536: ‘probably from the 486/5 BC Great Panathenaia 

the prayers were offered, and must have continued until at least 427 BC when Plataea 

was destroyed. Shear assumes that ‘The practice emphasized the special relationship 

between the two cities’; 547: ‘although Plataea was taken and destroyed in 427 BC, the 

Prayers were probably offered at the 426/5 Great Panathenaia.’ This must have been 

the last Prayers, and even after 338/5 BC, the Plataeans’ return home and  recovery by 

the favourable good-will of philo-Plataean Macedonian support, the Prayers seem not to 

have been revived, nor during the Hadrian’s time. (cf. the revival of the Eleutheria in 

Plataea in the 4
th 

century BC, enthusiastically performed even until the 4
th

 century AD.)                                                                                

The following short quotation from John Boardman may also well-express the profound                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

relationship of the Athenians and the Plataeans, and the significance of their ever-highly 

honoured contribution for the Marathon Victory. (The Parthenon and its Sculptures, 37) 

   ‘Any Plataean evoked a natural sympathy in Athens, not least on an occasion such as 

the Great Panathenaia.                                                                                                                         
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‘Of all the Greeks the Plataeans alone sent men to fight beside the Athenians at 

Marathon, a small contingent, but highly valued and never forgotten.                                              

‘Of all the Greeks the Plataeans were remembered in the prayers for the good fortune 

of Athens and Plataea at the start of each celebration of the Great Panathenaia.                                                                                                                                        

‘In Athenian hearts they held a special place for standing at their side at Marathon.’    

          ‘The glorious but tragic history of the gallant little Boeotian town,                                 

alone of the Greek cities, shared with Athens the imperishable laurels of Marathon.’                                         

Here added a quotation from John Gennadius honouring eternal courageous brave 

Plataeans (in the Forum, 1897, 432-440).     

The significant outcome of the Marathon Victory in the Greek history and the history of 

Athens itself is the rise and its prompt development expansion of Athens, henceforward, 

particularly in political, cultural improvement and development in Athens itself.                                                                                                                                       

Nonetheless, Marathon Victory over the Persians was the greatest achievement won by 

the Athenians alone, extremely reinforced by the stout courageous Plataeans, but 

importantly without Spartan military support at all, nor any other Greek polis.                                                               

This amazing fact, Athenians’ glorious victory over the Persians without Spartan 

military power would have been the very origin of the turn to/ emergence of the new 

socio-political power balance in the Greek world, developing to the bipolarity, making 

the Spartans worry the growth of the Athenian military power first of all, considering 

their long well-trained army and the military systems, and the shift of the Leadership of 

the Greek world to Athens.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

However, the Spartan power both in military and political was still kept strong another 

ten years, and when the Panhellenic League was established in 481 BC against the 

revenge attack by Xerxes for the Persian defeat at the battle of Marathon, its chief 

Commander was erected from the Spartans, the king Pausanias, leading the whole 

battle at Plataea up to the final decisive victory in 479 BC, and even the victory of the 

battle of  Plataea was regarded as Spartans’.                                                                          

*                                                    

The Battle of Plataea                                                                    

In 481 BC against Xerxes’ revenge attack *the thirty one Greek poleis for the first time 

in Greek history united against the common enemy, the Persians, and established the 

Hellenic allies, Panhellenic Allies.  (knowing Xerxes’ construction of the Athos-Canal, 

the Hellespont-Bridge for the revenge-attack, leading his extremely large army (original 

1,700,000,  the fleet: 10,000?)  (*Hrd. VII.132, 29, 30; cf. Hg: 40 n.2, 97-8-1-100; How, 

JHS 43/1923, 117ff)                                                                                                          

After the battle of Thermopylai, at the navy battles at Artemision, and particularly at 

Salamis the Persians were disastrously damaged, though Athens itself was terribly 

destroyed and burnt in 480 BC.                                                                                                                              

Xerxes retreated to Thessaly, then finally withdrew to Sardis with difficulties, leaving 
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Mardonios with a smaller selected army (5/60,000?/Hrd.8.113.2-3 300,300, with 1,000  

Immortals (not Hydarnes), expecting the final campaign by the full use of cavalry force, 

and for it the far spread Plataean plateau was chosen, close to Thebes powerful chief 

pro-Medes.  (Hig. cf Hrd 29: 38, 800; & 30,000: light-armed: 69,500= 108,200/ ?198, 200) 

(Hig.268: 45 days: Hellespont-Athens? 269: mid Dec reached Helespont>Sardis> 479) 

However, becoming impatient from the long defensive strategy of the Greek army, and 

worrying food supply for his huge army, Mardonios finally (on the 12
th

 day) sent all his 

horse against the Greeks, who were encamping at the lower hills below the Kithairon 

ridges, extremely disadvantageous for the horse; therefore, here too the cavalry was not 

well-manoeuvered, though it was his prime tactics.                                                                                     

Mardonius also let all the Persian infantry attack and pursue the Greeks (Hrd. 58,59), 

and ‘the rest of the foreigners too pursued the Greeks each at top speed, no order in 

rank, shouting, as though they would utterly make an end of the Greeks’.                                                   

Attacked by the cavalry Pausanias requested the Athenians for their help, but they 

could not help because they themselves were attacked by the Thebans.                                                                       

Eventually ?50,000 Lacedaemonians and 3,000 Tegeans alone fought against them,  

supported by the goddess Hera and encouraged by favourable omens, the 

Lacedaemonians and the Tegeans bravely charged and defeated the Persians after the 

fierce and long battle [around the temple of Demeter].                                                               

This was crucial to the Persian army.                                                                                                                                

In this fight Mardonias was slain, and his strong 1,000 guards, the Immortals were also 

fallen. After Mardonios’ death and the Immortals’ crush, all the rest of the Persians and 

the foreigners too were miserably fled in confusion without commands and yielded the 

Lacedaemonians. (the commander of the cavalry, Masistius had already in the earlier 

stage been slain thrown down from his horse which was smitten by an arrow. Hrd. 9.22).                                                                                                                                     

Herodotus (9.65) describes another disastrous end of the Persian infantry who fled into 

the wooden-walls, the so-called Teicho-machia/ tειxomaxiη, the enormous horrifying 

dreadful slaughter of the whole infantry in the wooden-walls.                                         

Artabazos and his 40,000 men fled from Plataea without waging there; Artabazos 

himself from Byzantion crossed in boats to Asia, leaving behind many of his army 

miserably overcome by hunger and weariness.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Thus, the entire Persian army has been vanquished at their own chosen battlefield, the 

far spread Plataean plateau for their boastful cavalry without its expected manoeuvre at 

all.        

 The horrified total defeat at the battle of Plataea was indeed fatal and crucial, resulted 

really as a final blow, embarrassment, not merely to the Persian army, but indeed even 

to Persia itself, the then most powerful largest empire in the world, its extravagant 

desperate defeat by a much smaller army. Even Xerxes himself must have been gravely  

desperate, had to recognize the great differences between his subject-slave army just 

obeying king’s command, and the free independent intelligent warriors of Greek army.  

(Xerxes can make even immediately another army collecting his slave-subjects from his 

empire as large as ever.)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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No more. Never again. would be Xerxes’ decision: Xerxes was forced to come to this 

decision by the entire defeat at Plataea, and what he himself had observed from Mt. 

Aigaleos.  

The Greeks, however, did not know Xerxes’ decision.                

Thereafter, the Persian Empire the then most powerful dreadful fearsome empire never 

dared challenged again to invade Greece, at least, and other European countries.            

Xerxes’ own experience at the battle of Salamis: seeing by his own eyes in front of 

himself all his fleet being destroyed in disastrous confusion, and the entire terrifying 

defeat of the Persian army would have been the decisive cause. 

However, in 479 even immediately after the Persian defeat, the Greeks were still scared, 

as P. Rhodes rightly has analyzed. ( A history of the classical Greek world, 478-323 BC, 

17-18)  

Already in 479 BC by the Panhellenic victory over the Persian army, Greece had been 

freed from Persia, Persian despot, as the Pythian God commanded to make the first 

thank-sacrifice to Zeus Eleutherios/ Zeus Deliverer/ Freedom-Giver. 

However, with the strong fierce intention to expel all the Persians completely from the 

Greek world, the anti-Persian wars were continued by the newly established Hellenic 

League, the Delian League under the Athenian chief commander Kimon.                                   

From 478- 467 BC, (and later) a series of intensive operations pursuing the Persians by 

the hard close struggles, beginning with the Sestos siege immediately after Mykale in 

479 BC, in 476 BC from the Persians they captured Eion on the Strymon river, 

important area for silver and timber, then they also captured the island Skyros from a 

non-Greek people Dolopians in 475 BC, and the struggles at the Eurymedon in 469/ 466 

BC seemed to have been the final great victory.  They also had to deal with other serious 

problems with Thassos (trading posts, silver mine) 465/4-463/2, Naxos, Carystus related 

with the Persians. 

Thus, by the Panhellenic victory at the Battle of Plataea, and by a series of intensive 

pursuing operations with the hard tight combats the whole Persians were finally 

completely expelled thoroughly from the Greek world.                                                                                 

Now, the significant and substantial primary purpose has been accomplished: the 

liberation of Greece and the Greeks totally from the formidable dreadful Persian 

despot-rule hegemony.                                                                                                                            

Freedom: Liberation, Deliverance from Persia and its dreadful despot-rule was the 

most significant outcome consequence of the Battle of Plataea.  

Therefore, to Zeus Eleutherios/ Liberator, Freedom-Giver, the first Thank-Sacrifice for 

the decisive Victory over the Persian army and the consequent obtaining of the 

Liberation from the Persian despot was offered by the Panhellenic Allies, instructed by 

the Pythian God. Hereafter this Thank-Sacrifice to Zeus Eleutherios was annually 
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made, along with the annual funerary offerings to the fallen Hellenes in the battle and 

buried there, performed entrusted to the Plataeans.     

Then, the Eleutheria, the Festival Games to celebrate Freedom was held at Plataea 

every four-year cycle according to a proposal by Aristeides/ Pausanias in a general 

assembly of the Panhellenic-Ally members, the Hellenes (Pltch. A.21), immediately after 

the Plataean Victory. ‘Every fourth year festival games of deliverance be celebrated, the 

Eleutheria’. ‘θεωρούς άγεσθαι δε πενταετηρικόν αγωνα των Ελευθερίων.’                                                                                                                                    

The first Eleytheria might have been held in the first 4
th

 year 476/5 enthusiastically 

rejoicing their true Liberation from the Persian despot. It might have taken place in a 

certain scale actively initiated, organized, managed at least by Spartans, Athenians, and  

Corinthians, and the Plataeans. Afterwards it might have taken place every 4
th

 year, for 

the celebration of their long wanted Freedom, and the Plataeans might have been highly 

respected and praised by the Greeks, during the penteaiteia 479-432/1 -427 BC.                                                                                                               

After the Eurymedon victory the Freedom Festival might have been emphatically 

celebrated the accomplishment of the thorough expel of the Persians from the Greek 

world.   Now all the Greeks have been truly released substantially from the long heavy 

oppression of the Persian despot-rule. How long, how heavily oppressive the Persian 

despot rule had been depressing over the Greeks! 

 Concerning this Freedom-Festival there is a couple of controversial questions:                

Q 1: whether the Eleutheria was held from 479 BC every 4
th

 year, or not, (and after the 

467-Eurymedon victory the Freedom Fest might have been emphatically celebrated the 

accomplishment of the thorough expel of the Persians from the Greek world).                                                                                                                                 

Q 2: Based on some 4
th

/ 3
rd

 century inscriptions it is assumed that the Eleutheria might 

have originated in the late 4
th

/ 3
rd

 century, rather than immediately after the Plataean 

Victory. 

Q 3: The Eleutheria was originated in 479, but it was not held after the destruction of 

Plataea in 427 BC,  and it was probably revived by Philip II after his Chaeronea victory 

in 338 BC or a few years later 335/ the 330s by Great Alexander, and afterwards would 

have been held regularly, and continued even up to the late 4
th

 century/ c.390 AD. (N. cf. 

Shane Wallice, ‘The significance of Plataea for Greek Eleutheria in early Hellenic 

period’, in Creating a Hellenic World, eds. A.Erskiskine, and Lloyd Llewellyn-Jones, 

147-176) 

I assume first that during the Penteaiteia 479-427 BC the Eleutheria might have taken 

place after 479 BC every four years in a certain scale and form by the Plataeans, 

Athenians, Spartans, Corinthians and some others of the Panhellenic Allies of the Battle 

of Plataea. Twelve times it may have taken place, until 427 BC, if actually it had 

regularly done; and that the Eleutheia was revived in the late 4
th 

century by Philip II 

after his Chaeronea victory when he restored the Plataeans after long homeless 

wandering years [exile] greatly supported and protected them. 
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In 431 BC when the Peloponnesian War burst out, and in 427 BC Plataea was attacked 

and entirely destroyed by the Spartans and the Thebans: the people were killed, sold as 

slaves, and the rest were received as refugees by the Athenians  (cf. Thk); thence, until 

338/5 BC the Plataeans lost their home, and during this long time the Freedom-Festival, 

Eleutheia was never held. (from 427 to 338/ 335 at least) 

Perhaps philo-Plataean Philip II soon after his victory at Chaeronea would have taken 

initiative to re-celebrate the Freedom obtained by the decisive Victory of the battle of 

Plataea in 479 BC, probably no less motivated by his own victory over the Greeks, 

Athens, Thebes and other cities. Philip II would have implied the celebration of his own 

victory/ (Wallace: Philip II set up a war against Persia, and he re-commemorated, re-

celebrated the great Plataean victory).                                                                                               

This might have enabled the Eleutheia/ Freedom-Festival to be revived in the late 4
th

 

century; and caused the theory of the origin of the Eleutheria in the late fourth century/ 

3
rd

  BC based on the 4
th

/ 3
rd

 century BC inscription (Glaukon). (4
th

 theory no ins)                                 

Nonetheless, it is rather extremely incredible if the Eleutheria, the festival for the long 

wanted Freedom from the Persian despot-rule had not been held by the Greeks 

themselves from the first fourth year 476/ 475 BC of the 479-Victory-Freedom Year, 

and continued until 427 when Plataea was entirely destroyed, and no longer Eleutheia; 

Eleutheria was revived by the pro-Plataean Macedonian kings in the late 4
th

 century.                                                                                                                       

The theory of the first Eleutheia in the 4
th

 or 3
rd

 century BC based on the inscriptions is 

non-sense, cannot be accepted.    

The revived Eleutheria was organized, dealt with not only by the small population of 

Plataea, but now also by other Greek cities as well.  The Eleuthia seemed to have well 

revived, developed, expanded so much as to have surprised, impressed the Romans: 

how marvelously, passionately, enthusiastically the Greeks still celebrate their Glorious 

Victory over the Persians, and the Romans even admired their attitude.                                                                                                       

From these facts we may well understand how significant the Liberation from the 

Persian despot was for the Greeks: not to be enslaved, not to be ruled by the formidable 

despot power. For ever Freedom has been with the Greeks and in Greece.  

Thus celebrating the complete freedom from the Persian despot, the Greeks may well 

have implied their three great victories as a whole, at Marathon, at Salamis and at the 

final decisive Battle of Plataea. The Plataeans’ contribution should be highly evaluated. 

It was indeed rather pivotal, because the Marathon Victory obtained by their 

courageous support was the most crucial prime impact to the whole sequence of all 

through the Persian Wars, and particularly to the history of Athens, its rise, prompt 

development and expansion in the military and political power, and not less in the 

cultural spheres as well.  

 The consequence, result, impact effect of the Three Victories of the Persian Wars was 

indeed effective to the following course of the Greek history. The outcome of the 
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glorious Marathon Victory was remarkable and positive, and the Plataean Victory, and 

the entire expulsion of the Persians by the intensive operation of the Delian League was 

truly decisive for the Freedom from the Persian despot, as seen just above.                            

However, its aftermath was not simple. Something happened, occurred and resulted, 

and developed into rather difficult complex serious direction; particularly by the entire 

withdrawal of the Spartans and the other Peloponnesian poleis from the Panhellenic 

League and from the continuous wars against the potential next revenge-attack by the 

Persians and the thorough expulsion of the Persians from the Greek world, as already 

inferred briefly.                                                                                                    

The rapid growth and expansion of Athenian power both in military and political 

spheres after the Marathon Victory made the Spartans extremely worry about the shift 

of their long rather ‘traditional’ supremacy into the hands of the Athenians, as actually 

occurred. The Commandership of the Panhellenic League, newly named Delian League, 

desired by its other members, was held by the Athenian strong anti-Persian Kimon, 

intensively pursuing the Persians in a series of hard struggles could finally obtain the 

successful greatest result, Freedom from the Persian despot-rule.    

Hence, the bipolarity in the Greek world was the inevitable result, further developing 

and expanding in the Classical Age. 

Nonetheless, from the long firmly profoundly and even ‘friendly’ tied relationship with 

Athenians, now under pro-Plataean Makedonian kings Plataea and the Plataeans have 

been supported and protected, and could revive prosperously.                                                    

‘In 338 BC Philip II restored Plataea immediately after his Chaeronea victory, and 

completed in 335 BC’ (Amit 118-119); ‘Alexander was especially mindful of Plataea; at 

his 331-Gaugamela victory, with respect and gratitude he gave order for Plataea to be 

rebuilt,  the city where the Greeks had fought victoriously against the Persian invaders.’ 

Plut. Alex. 31.1) 

The firm profound relationship with Athens and the Athenians would have still been 

continued in their hearts, and the Marathon Victory and the Plataeans’ reinforcement 

have still been highly evaluated with respect and honour in the history of Greece, and 

even in the world history, the Plataeans being eternally praised sharing with Athens the 

imperishable laurels of Marathon. 

* 

Conclusive summary 

Though we could not find the temple of Athena Areia at Plataea dedicated by the 

Plataeans with sincere enthusiastic gratitude to the war-god for the decisive victory over 

the Persians at their territory, the original aim of this research,  
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Instead the significance of Plataea and of the Plataeans, in the whole context of the 

Persian Wars, beginning with their courageous participation at the battle of Marathon 

especially was the most vital decisive factor in the whole context of the Persian Wars, 

that enabled the amazing victory over the huge masses of the Persian army. Athens and 

the Athenians stimulated with their self-confidence by this experience immediately 

expanded, developed to the prompt growth of Athenian military and political power. 

Furthermore this changed the traditional power-balance in the Greek world, resulted, 

developed to the bipolar power struggles hereafter in the Classical Age.  

Most important and significant outcome of the battle of Plataea was Freedom from the 

Persian despot-rule. By the entire defeat of the Persian army at the battle of Plataea and 

by the complete expulsion of the Persians from the Greek world by the intensive 

operations of the Delian League, Greece and the Greeks overpowered the Persians, and 

were finally delivered from the long and grave formidable Persian despot-rule. The 

Greeks have truly won the long wanted Freedom. This also particularly effectuated 

spiritual freedom growing and blooming in the Greek cultural spheres in various arts, 

philosophy and even in scientific fields, expanded during the late Archaic and the 

Classical Ages in particular.    

*  

The most impressive profound experience in this research is the firm steady  

relationship between Athens and Plataea, the Athenians and the Plataeans.                                                                                                                                                          

As only supporters among all the Greek poleis at the battle of Marathon, at their 

rushing arrival at Marathon the Plataeans immediately became their most trustful 

reliable, courageous supporters, then stirred their fighting prowess each other.          

With their stout brave dynamic reinforcement they perfectly successfully accomplished 

the Running Attack and Victory!                                                                                                                 

The 10,000 Athenian and 1,000 Plataean hoplites rushed at the enormous masses of the 

Persian army by their dynamic Running Attack, and defeated the surprised Persians in 

confusions, though tightly fighting hand to hand a great loss occurred in the Greek side, 

Kallimachos, the Polemarch. By the brave dynamic Running Attack the Victory of 

Marathon was achieved over the ‘ferocious invincible’ huge Persian army.         

Here the Prayers quoted again                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 ‘Of all the Greeks the Plataeans alone sent men to fight beside the Athenians at 

Marathon, a small contingent, but highly valued and never forgotten.                                              

‘Of all the Greeks the Plataeans were remembered in the prayers for the good fortune 

of Athens and Plataea at the start of each celebration of the Great Panathenaia.                                                                                                                                        

‘In Athenian hearts the Plataeans held a special place for standing at their side at 

Marathon.’   (J. Boardman: The Parthenon and its Sculptures, 37) and Gennadios 

          ‘The glorious but tragic history of the gallant little Boeotian town,                                 

alone of the Greek cities, shared with Athens the imperishable laurels of Marathon.’                                         
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Thus, the Athenians owing eternally to the Plataeans for their courageous 

reinforcement for the Marathon Victory and the Plataeans to the Athenians for their 

519-protection against the aggressive Theban pressures, their trustful firm relationship 

lasted steadily long, standing on their common principles and attitudes against the 

despot-hegemony. 

The Plataeans’ primary purpose to come to Marathon is emphasized here: in order to 

defend Greece and the Greeks from the Persian despot-rule, not let him destroy, 

conquer any Greek city, town, not let him enslave any of the Greeks. So they 

determined, the Plataeans rushed to Marathon and fought against the Persians, not just 

to help, support the Athenians much owing to their 519-protection.                                                                                                                           

* 

 Appendix 

The Granting of the Athenian citizenship to the Plataeans is considered briefly. 

The Athenian citizenship granted to the Plataeans 

 When the ally-relation of Plataea with Athens is discussed, the granting of the Athenian 

citizenship to the Plataeans is a great question.  When for the first time it was given, 

Why it was given, how many Plataeans were given: these questions raise immediately. 

Nonetheless, according to Hornblower I 449, ‘the alliance and the citizenship grant were 

thought simultaneous formal processes in Greek thinking’, and it automatically 

occurred, without any request from the receipient-polis. We will proceed this matter 

with his comments as a guidance. There were two cases of granting citizenship: official 

process of automatic granting and individual special cases.     

In the case of Plataean alliance with Athens, it was for a strong protection by the 

greater powers of Greece that they were most in need against the aggressive attack by 

the Thebans; and at the time when the alliance was established with Athens in 519 BC, 

the Plataeans themselves would not request the citizenship of Athens for any particular 

necessity. (cf. Thk 3.55.3) It was not the main point that the Plateans were seriously 

concerned. (cf. Thk 3.55.3: ‘the Athenian citizenship was given for their request’ seems 

not right, as M. Osborne comments an ‘obvious untruth’. (Naturalization in Athens, D 

no.1, 1981) 

In 519 BC Athenian citizenship was granted to the Plataeans automatically as part of 

official process of the setting alliance. Therefore, in this case, it may imply that the 

Athenian citizenship would have been granted to the whole citizens/ population of 

Plataea, because the alliance was the outcome of appeal for protection of the city and its 

people from the aggressive Theban attacks.                                                                                       

In this early case of mass-granting, Amit rightly regards that ‘it would have been rather 

the Athenians that thought of granting of the Athenian citizenship to the Plataeans from 

part of the original treaty of alliance. (without phratries/ brotherhood, which were 
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stipulated to individual cases)                                                                                               

Whether a new legislation passed in order to distribute the large number of Plataans 

among the Athenian demos and tribes was made or not is not mentioned, but according 

to Amit 77 they would automatically enlist in the Athenian army. 

Now we turn to the individual special award of the citizenship   

The well-known individual special granting happened at least twice.                                                        

The 429-case is generally, and by the 4
th

 century orators particularly, regarded as the 

first Athenian citizenship granted to the Plataeans, to the brave 212 Plataeans with 

respect and honour,  who successfully escaped their sieged city to Athens in 429/8 

winter. (Hornblower I, 449) 

The 427-case was a ‘forced mass-emigration’ A77 resulted when the city was occupied, 

and destroyed by the Spartans and the Thebans; those Plataeans were generously 

accepted as refugees by the Athenians.  According to Amit 77, in this case only because 

of the large number it was necessary to ‘pass new legislation, in respect of the allocation 

of the Plataeans among the demes and the tribes in Athens’.                                                                                                                                 

Amit’s sympathetic interpretation of this case is impressive implying their profound 

relationship that ‘the Athenians were so moved by the tragedy befallen the Plataeans in 

consequence of their loyalty towards Athens that the Athenians acted for once with 

unwanted generosity and awarded citizenship to their dispossessed allies.’ 

 Amit77 assumes another granting case ‘at the time of the Persian invasion’ as ‘a quid 

pro quo for the transfer of their territory to Athenian side in accordance with the oracle 

for the Greek Victory’ (the date not given), and he interprets it ‘merely one more 

formal step towards the complete union of the two cities.’ (but Amit regards this episode 

by Plut.as a fake) 

Plataea 
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Erythrai, Hysiai, Plataea below the Kithairon from  Ag. Dimitorios 

 

  

                                                     
remains of part of S walls at thePlateau 
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           the supposed 

Persian camp site along the Asopos towards the battlefield below Kithairon 

      

    



37 
 

Greek camp-site (?) below Kithairon      

 

                      
low hills below Kithairon 

                
fertile slops of the Plateau 
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firtile Plateau 

                            
Erythrai, Hysiai, Plataea from Ag. Dimitrios side 

                    archaeological site 
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Hanna kindly helped me making this new file this morning, & now found & 

printed out 5-34, (35-38 colour not) July 2418 23.08 39   

Searching for the Temple of Athena Areia at Plataea     Chikako Sugawara 

5-34 & 36-38 

 


