“His Eyes Took on a Far Away
Look When He Spoke of Pylos”

Carl Blegen and the Excavations at the Palace
of Nestor as Seen in the Greek and Foreign Press

NEKTARIOS RARADIMAS

The press and the mass media are often used by archaeologists to make their excavations more widely
known to the general public. Typically, the more important an archaeological discovery is considered
to be, the more interested people become, and consequently, so do journalists. In this chapter, the au-
thor discusses the impact that the excavations at the Palace of Nestor had on the public, both on a local
and an international scale. He also considers types of information that can be gained only, or mainly,
from the press and mass media. Aside from original articles by archaeologists, the press often preserves

valuable, and in some cases unique, evidence from excavations and other archaeological discoveries.

he press constitutes an inexhaustible source of knowledge and information.

Among the thousands or even millions of pages in newspapers and other popu-
larizing periodicals lies hidden material of inestimable value that can aid in research
into the history of archaeology.'

Articles by journalists, in many cases, provide unique evidence and information
about excavations and other archaeological discoveries. They also preserve unknown,
often valuable, illustrations and photographic material. Through the multitude of
publications and references, the impact caused by a particular archaeological event on
both a local and international scale can be shown, and archaeologists interviews with
reporters can vividly reveal their ideas and opinions. Moreover, in many instances the
press also preserves original articles written by the archaeologists themselves. These
articles, for the most part unknown, are highly significant in that they concern rare
archival and original material. They often preserve the archaeologists’ initial interpre-
tations, which may undergo modification during the long process of excavation and
studying the finds.

Three of the most important prehistoric archaeologists—Heinrich Schliemann,
Arthur Evans, and Spyridon Marinatos—utilized the power of the press to a great

degree, often supplying it with letters they themselves wrote. Schliemann sent exten-

177



178 NEKTARIOS KARADIMAS

sive dispatches from Troy to both the Augsburger Allgemeine Zeitung and the Greek
newspaper E@nuepic 1@v Zvlytiioewv (Journal of Discourses), while Evans did not
hesitate to send reports on his excavations at Knossos to the London newspaper, The
Times. Furthermore, in recognition of the historical value of the press, these three
archaeologists collected all the newspaper clippings that concerned them and their ex-
cavations. They later preserved these clippings with admirable care in albums specially
designed for that purpose, thus creating a valuable archive for future archaeologists.?

Taking these remarks as my starting point, the symposium in honor of Carl
Blegen organized by the American School of Classical Studies at Athens and the
J. E Costopoulos Foundation on March 31, 2013 constituted a good opportunity,
not only to examine Blegen’s relationship with the press, but also to collect as many
articles as possible that were written about him and his excavations at Pylos both in
Greek and foreign newspapers, as well as in other popularizing periodicals. The pres-
ent study focuses only on his excavations in the Palace of Nestor since it was his most
important and lengthiest excavation in Greece; in addition, as one might expect, many
articles were written about it in Greek newspapers.

My research began with Blegen’s archival material, which has been divided up
between the American School of Classical Studies at Athens and the University of
Cincinnati. Unfortunately, my first encounter with the material was rather disap-
pointing. Unlike Schliemann, Evans, or Marinatos, Blegen was not in the habit of
keeping albums of newspaper clippings. This can perhaps be explained by the mod-
esty characteristic of this great archaeologist, a feature also noted by most journalists
of his time. Only a few clippings are preserved at the American School of Classical
Studies at Athens. Of about thirty that survive, unfortunately only six mention Ble-
gen himself or his excavations at Pylos. More clippings are preserved in his archive at
the University of Cincinnati, though many of them were actually collected by Marion
Rawson, as the handwritten initials MR attest. Searches in libraries and on the In-
ternet brought many more results, and so it became feasible to collect a satisfactory
number of publications, thereby creating an important, and at the same time rare,
archival resource. Through this archive, another history of the excavations, a more
human one, unfolds.

For the sake of convenience, the present chapter is divided into two parts. In the
first, the history of the excavations during the year 1939 is presented. The second part
focuses not only on the period of new excavations, from 1952 onward, but also on

Blegen the man and scholar, as revealed by his relationships with journalists.

The Discovery of the Palace of Nestor in 1939

After completing his excavations at Troy in 1939, Carl Blegen, who was already
a professor of archaeology at the University of Cincinnati, decided to return to the
archaeology of the Peloponnese after a break of over eight years.> From March 25
to May 11, 1939, Blegen organized a project of survey and excavation in the wider
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Pylos area, in collaboration with the Greek archaeologist Konstantinos Kourouniotis,
director of the Epigraphical Museum at Athens. Their objective was to find the seat of
the kings who had evidently been buried in two tholos tombs at the sites of Tragana
and Osmanaga (in Koryphasion), which Kourouniotis had excavated in 1912 and
1926 respectively.*

Assisted by Elizabeth Blegen, Bert Hodge Hill, Ida Hill, and the graduate stu-
dent William McDonald,’ they excavated a new tholos tomb and opened seven trial
trenches, reaching up to 70 m in length, on the summit of Ano Englianos hill, where
there were clear traces of a prehistoric settlement.® The results were impressive. In the
first few days of the excavation, remains of a palace of Mycenaean date (thirteenth
century B.C.) were uncovered. In a small room, on a bench as well as on the floor, part
of an archive with tablets in Linear B script was found. Years later, Blegen himself
told the journalist Joseph W. Alsop (1910—1989) the story of the moment when the
tablets were discovered: “It was the time of the spring rains. The ground was very
damp, and the tablets very soggy and horribly delicate. W. A. McDonald, who was
with us that year, and I spent day after day on our hands and knees, getting out the
tablets one by one. When we dried them on wire screens, they became almost as hard
as pottery, but still each tablet had to be cleaned, inch by inch, with toothpicks. We
didn't dare use acid then, as we do now. It was a chore, I can tell you—and we enjoyed
every minute of it.”

The impressive finds at Ano Englianos did not pass unnoticed by the press, even if,
quite unexpectedly, they were not thought important enough to be front-page news in
at least some of the most significant Greek newspapers of the period. The reason may
have been that during the time of the Pylos excavations, the Greek press was focusing on
two significant political events. In Germany, Adolf Hitler celebrated his fiftieth birthday
(April 20) with hundreds of demonstrations in his honor, among which was the largest
military parade that had ever taken place in the history of the Third Reich.® In Greece,
almost three years after the coup of August 4, 1936, the dictator Ioannis Metaxas toured
throughout the Peloponnese. On April 27, he was present in the Pylos area, at Kyparis-
sia, where the residents gave him an ecstatic welcome.’

The first announcement of the palace’s discovery seems to have been on April 13,
in the newspaper Kathimerini (H KaByuepivy); it consisted of a small item, scarcely
eighteen lines long, with the sober title “Discovery of a Mycenaean Palace.” According
to this brief article, Carl Blegen informed the Directorate of Antiquities, which at that
time was part of the Metaxas government’s Ministry of Education, of his discovery
of a Mycenaean palace as well as approximately five hundred tablets (fig. 1).!° The
newspaper also mentioned that, owing to the importance of the finds, the director of
antiquities, Spyridon Marinatos, immediately departed for Pylos to examine the finds
up close. Marinatos’s visit evidently played a decisive role in the identification of the
architectural remains with the Palace of Nestor. Marinatos returned to Athens the

following day and confirmed to journalists that a Mycenaean palace had indeed been
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Fig. 1. Announcement of the palace’s discovery. H KaOnuepivij, April 13, 1939.

discovered, which probably belonged to King Nestor.!! A few days later, on April 27,
Kathimerini devoted another small story to the topic with a more impressive headline:
“Palace of Nestor Discovered” (fig. 2).*2

Doubtless, the discovery’s announcement immediately excited people’s curios-
ity, and not just those interested in archaeology. On April 29, the journalist Nestor
Laskaris from the newspaper Vradyni (H Bpadvvy)) traveled all the way to Pylos to
speak with the excavator and to see the finds. Five articles were the fruit of this trip,
published from April 29 to May 8. In order to make the significance of Blegen’s
discovery more comprehensible to his readers, Laskaris republished a similar Linear
B tablet that had been found by Evans at Knossos in 1901."* But his great interest
in the matter was demonstrated by the questions he put to Blegen. When Laskaris
asked whether they were dealing with the site of Homeric Pylos, Blegen replied that
he was absolutely certain. Many factors, he said, contributed to this identification:
the thickness of the building’s walls, the tablets, and the location, which even today is
impressive with its views of the Bay of Pylos and the surrounding area.

This important archaeological event constituted a point of reference for the for-
eign press as well. On April 29, The Times published a letter to the editor by the
eminent archaeologist Arthur Evans, with the heading “Nestor’s Palace: Important
Discoveries in Greece. Inscriptions of Thirteenth Century B.C." (fig. 3).”* As we read

in this letter, Evans was informed in writing about the discovery on the hill of Ano
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Fig. 2. Announcement of the palace’s discovery. H Koceqyeptvr], April 27,19309.

Englianos not only by Blegen himself but also by Marinatos. The way in which Evans
interpreted the new finds is worth noting. Evans spoke of the discovery of a new
“Minoan” palace in the Peloponnese at which wall paintings and “Minoan” and My-
cenaean pottery had been found, as well as tablets with “Cretan” Linear B writing.
At the end of the letter he also devoted a whole paragraph to the so-called Ring of
Nestor, which had been found by a peasant at Kakovatos and bought by Evans almost
fifteen years previously.’® Evans suggested that the scene of “Minoan Hades” depicted
on the “Ring of Nestor” must have been inspired by a wall decoration in the Palace."”
These finds would thus undoubtedly confirm Evans's theory about Minoan overlord-
ship throughout the Aegean, a theory which had been seriously contested both by
Alan Wace and by Blegen himself, who maintained that Mycenaean civilization was

autonomous.'® Evans would feel completely vindicated. His interpretation shows in a
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Fig. 3. Arthur Evans's letter about Carl Blegen’s exca-
vation at Pylos. The Times, April 29, 1939, p. 15.

striking way how in archaeology—particu-
larly prehistoric archaeology—the same
archaeological find can be interpreted in
many different ways, according to the view-
point of the examiner.

A few weeks after the project ended,
Blegen presented some of the first results
of his research to the wider public. In the
article “Nestor’s Palace’ at Pylos Yields the
First Mycenaean Inscribed Tablets Ever
Found on the Greek Mainland,” which was
published in The Illustrated London News
on June 3, 1939, Blegen referred at length
to his research, the excavations, and espe-
cially the discovery of the tablets."” None-
theless, the article’s historical and archival
value lies in the accompanying photographs
of the tablets and the tholos tomb.?’ The
text makes clear the excavator’s unshake-
able conviction that he had discovered the
Palace of Nestor, a theory he never aban-
doned. Besides, Blegen himself remarked
in conclusion: “Now that a substantial pal-
ace of the right period is coming to light
in fairly close proximity to the traditional
Greek Pylos, I see no reason for hesitat-
ing to accept it as the very Palace of the
Neleids, where Nestor and his sons enter-
tained Telemachus.”

As the newspapers of the time attest,
Blegen intended to begin a program of ex-
tensive excavation at Pylos the next year
(1940).*' But he did not know just how
dramatically world history would change
in the next few months. The beginning of
World War IT in September 1939, Greece’s
entry into the war on October 28, 1940, the
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subsequent German occupation, and then the slaughter of the Civil War interrupted
all excavations and archaeological research in Greece for over a decade. For all those
years, the tablets were kept in the basement of the National Bank in Athens, while

the palace remained safely in the earth, stoically awaiting the return of Catl Blegen.”

New Excavations at the Palace of Nestor (1952—-1969)

At the beginning of the 1950s, the political situation in Greece had become rela-
tively calm. Blegen was completing the publication of the Troy excavation and was
ready to resume excavation at Pylos. After Konstantinos Kourouniotis died in 1945,
Spyridon Marinatos, who by now had become a professor of prehistoric archaeology
at the University of Athens, was appointed to succeed him as representative of the
Archaeological Service. According to Blegen, the work was divided into two sections,
with Marinatos being responsible for the investigation of the wider region around
Pylos, and Blegen concentrating on the excavation of the palace itself.?’

After an interruption lasting thirteen whole years, the excavation began again
on May 29, 1952. From then on, it continued every year until 1969, usually from
May to July?* During these years, Blegen received the unfailing aid of many old and
new colleagues, whom he always acknowledged, referring to them by name not only
in his publications but even in newspaper articles. Among these colleagues, his wife
Elizabeth Blegen (thirteen seasons), William McDonald (two seasons), who had sub-
sequently become a professor at the University of Minnesota, Marion Rawson (four-
teen seasons), Mabel Lang (eleven seasons), Piet de Jong (nine seasons), and Lord
William Taylour (six seasons) deserve to be mentioned.?

A multitude of features and reports on the progress of the excavation were pub-
lished all over the world, both in the Greek and foreign press, while news of the pal-
ace’s discovery made its way as far as Iraq.”® Blegen’s lectures always constituted a point
of reference in newspapers. In some cases, Blegen boosted public interest through his
own articles in newspapers and popularizing periodicals such as The Illustrated Lon-
don News.*” Moreover, his home on Ploutarchou Street was open every Tuesday from
noon to one to anyone wishing to learn about the course of the excavation,” and many
journalists came from abroad just to talk with him and see the site. Among the Greek
journalists who visited most regulatly were Miltis Paraskevaidis from Kathimerini and
Pavlos Krinaios from Vradyni*

All of these articles and interviews not only reveal the excavation’s progress and
history year by year, but also the character of Blegen himself. The following section
will focus on the most significant publications, including those which demonstrate
the impact of the excavation on the press, as well as those which preserve interesting
aspects of Blegen's personality.

The results of the first year of excavation were published in celebratory fashion
on August 15, 1952 in Kathimerini with an eye-catching headline: “The Most Re-
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Fig. 4. The new excavations at the Palace of Nestor in 1952. H KaOnjuepivij, August 15, 1952, front page.
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Fig. 5. Alan Sorrell’s reconstruction of the Palace of Nestor. The Illustrated London News 228, April 7, 1956.

cent Significant Archaeological Success. The Palaces of the Kings of Pylos” The way
in which the Greek press presented the new excavations this time is striking. The
journalist Miltis Paraskevaidis wrote a prologue about the history of the excavations,
followed by Carl Blegen's extensive archaeological report written in Greek.*® Blegen
announced the discovery of the throne room, with a circular hearth about four meters
in diameter in the center of the room, and a multitude of new tablets. The texts were
published on the newspaper’s front page, where they took up about a quarter of the
space, as well as on page three (fig. 4). Two photographs accompanied the text, one
of the throne room and the other of a tablet.** This presentation of the excavation
(in contrast to that of 1939) reflected the Greek publics keen interest in learning
about their prehistoric past, in particular about a period that had been so celebrated
by Homer. After the hardships of the German occupation and the Civil War, the
discovery of the Palace of Nestor, “great glory of the Achaeans” (Od. 3.79) as Homer
described him, would make Greeks proud of their glorious past and represent a small
counterweight to their recent pain and misfortune.

During the same period, Blegen began a new collaboration with The Illustrated
London News, in particular with its associate editor Edward Bacon, later an author of
books on the history of archaeology.’? Three new articles by Blegen were the fruit of
this collaboration. Published on December 5, 1953, January 16, 1954, and April 7,
1956, they included many black-and-white photographs of the excavation site and the
finds.”* The unpublished correspondence between Blegen and Bacon (and also with
other journalists) reveals that Blegen was always eager to help and even willing to offer

rare or unpublished drawings or photographic material.
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The following incident provides a typical example. In April 1954, Bacon informed
Carl Blegen that the artist Alan Sorrell, who specialized in reconstructions of ancient
buildings, would be visiting Greece that summer.>* He asked him to show Sorrell plans
and photographs of the palace, as well as to allow him to visit the excavation site. Blegen
responded to this request with great pleasure. A year later, on August 27, 1955, the first
reconstruction of the palace was published by Sorrell (fig. 5).*> However, when the exca-
vations continued, the plan of the building changed, and so Blegen never included this
particular reconstruction in the official publication of the excavation. The only time he
used it was in his third article in The Illustrated London News (1956), and he commented
that “later excavations have somewhat altered the ground plan; and this drawing is not
claimed as a fully-authenticated reconstruction, but rather as a very probable idea of
what the palaces of the heroes of the Iliad were like.”

Unfortunately, this collaboration with The Illustrated London News did not have
a happy end. After further encouragement from Bacon,”” in 1959, Blegen sent him
some color drawings by his multitalented colleague Piet de Jong, asking that they be
published in color. Blegen also indicated that he was willing to write another article;
but time passed and, although Blegen sent Bacon various letters to remind him, noth-
ing of the sort was ever done.*® Blegen thought that the periodical was unwilling to
publish the drawings and so, prompted by a lecture that he would give in March 1960,
requested that they be sent back to him. Later on, Bacon sent a letter apologizing for
his tardiness. He encouraged Blegen to continue their collaboration, but without suc-
cess. However, unpublished color drawings of vases, restorations of wall paintings,
and reconstructions of the palace’s interior spaces signed by Piet de Jong were pub-
lished in the Cincinnati Pictorial Enquirer in January 1956 and in May 1964.%°

The correspondence between Blegen and journalists which is kept at the Ameri-
can School of Classical Studies at Athens also reveals the scholarly conscientiousness
and professionalism that distinguished him. Blegen always wanted to read and check
over journalists’ texts shortly before their final publication. In this way he could catch
mistakes, inaccuracies, or even misinterpretations. The correspondence he exchanged
with The Saturday Evening Post in 1954 makes this readily apparent.”* At that time,
The Saturday Evening Post was preparing a piece about recent prehistoric discoveries
in the Aegean; in April of that year, Douglas Borgstedst, the photography editor, asked
Blegen for some photographs portraying people in the process of excavating to ac-
company the article.*! In case such photographs did not exist, Borgstedt was keen to
send a colleague of his to Pylos to take some “fresh pictures,” provided that excavation
work was still taking place. Blegen replied that the excavation would begin soon and
that he would gladly help him, but he did want to know who the author of the article
was and what exactly he would be writing about Pylos.*

Thus, on May 14, the associate editor Steven M. Spencer sent a new letter, in
which he reported that the writer was C. W. Ceram, who a few years earlier (1951) had
published the book Gods, Graves, and Scholars: The Story of Archaeology, which would
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later become famous.” He also enclosed Ceram’s manuscript entitled “The Mystery of
Crete.” After some weeks, on June 24, the photographer Claude Jacoby came to Pylos
as the magazine’s representative and, at Borgstedt’s request, took some pictures of the
archaeologists during the excavation. On July 1, Blegen replied to Spencer.* He was
intensely critical, noting that Ceram’s text contained many inaccuracies and errors
which showed that the author was not well informed about current developments.
Even worse, the article in press focused on the German philologist Ernst Sittig, who
in 1950 had proposed a disputed decipherment of Linear B.** According to Blegen,
Ceram should have mentioned Michael Ventris and his very recent decipherment,
which, as he emphasized, the majority of archaeologists accepted as correct. At the
end of the letter, he urged Spencer “to have an interview with Ventris who is alive and
accessible and fully informed on the whole subject” (the tragic irony is that Ventris
would be dead only two years later). Blegen's letter seems to have been instrumental
in the withdrawal of Ceram’s text, and consequently, in Jacoby’s photographs never
being published.*

In the summer of 1955, news of the discovery of the famous “bathtub” traveled
around the world.* This was aided by the notion, promoted by Blegen himself, that
this “bathtub” could have been the very one used by Telemachus, the son of Odys-
seus. According to Homer, when Telemachus visited “sandy Pylos” in search of his
father, Nestor’s daughter Polykaste led him to the palace’s bath, where she bathed
him and anointed him with oil (Od. 3.464-467). In early December 1955, Blegen
gave a lecture in Cincinnati about the “bathtub” and the year’s other discoveries. The
journalist Charles Warnick preserved snippets of Blegen’s lecture for us in his ar-
ticle “There’s a Lot of Truth in Homer,” which reveals that Blegen had an excellent
sense of humor.* Since the modern bathtub was invented in Cincinnati by Adam
Thompson in 1842, Blegen said jokingly in his talk:“We know that the tub we found
was last used for its intended purpose approximately 1200 years before the birth
of Christ, Therefore, there seems to be no truth in the story that the bathtub was
invented in Cincinnati a century or so ago.” What catches our attention in this par-
ticular article is Blegen’s firm belief in the historicity of Homer and the Homeric ep-
ics. As already noted, Blegen had maintained since 1939 that he had found Nestor’s
Palace. Now new finds were coming to light which supported this conviction still
further. The “bathtub,” a bench, and the Wine Magazine could all fit in nicely, as he
put it, with the Homeric epics.”® He also interpreted the remains of a “Grave Circle”
of the Late Helladic II period found in 1957 (south of the hill of Ano Englianos)
in the same way. Blegen attributed the circle to Nestor’s ancestors, which may have
included Nestor’s father Neleus.”®

Blegen retired in 1957. The following year, on November 7, 1958, the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati awarded him the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws for his thirty
years of service to the University.”! Excavations at the Palace of Nestor did not stop,

but continued unabated, and Blegen also carried on receiving journalists at his home
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Fig. 6. Carl Blegen.
Photo Manuel Litran,
July 16, 1961. Corbis Im-
ages (42-28026727).

on Ploutarchou Street. In the autumn of 1960, the American journalist Grace Goulder
arrived in Greece from Ohio. She was preparing a series of articles about Americans
who lived and worked in Greece. It was expected that she would look up Carl Blegen
and his wife Elizabeth. Blegen was at that time marking fifty years since he first visited
Greece. Enchanted by the appearance of the man of the house, Goulder wrote: “Blegen
is a slight man. Soft-voiced, a kindly face, weathered by many Attic suns. His eyes took
a far away look when he spoke of Pylos.”®? In response to her persistent attempts to get
a few words out of him about his life, Blegen indicated that she could learn about him
by opening the biographical dictionary Who's Who. In fact, as nearly all journalists of
the time commented, Blegen was distinguished by his modesty and humility.>> He could
talk endlessly about his excavations and finds, but, as a slightly disenchanted Goulder
noted: “He is not one to speak readily about himself, or his achievements.”

That same year (1960) the journalist Ivar Lissner and his wife came to Pylos. En-
thusiastic about the excavation, he wrote to Blegen:“I was very much impressed by the
results of your scientific work, and after going through all the literature, I am certain
that you have found the actual remains of the residence of Neleus and his sons. Your
discovery deserves wide attention, and I hope you agree with me that Paris Match is
the best edited magazine of its kind.”** Indeed, on July 16, 1961, Lissner, accompanied
by the photographer Manuel Litran, who was famed for his portraits of prominent
persons such as Charles de Gaulle, Marlene Dietrich, and Pablo Picasso, came to the
Palace of Nestor (now roofed) as representatives of the French monthly magazine

Paris Match.>® During this visit, Litran took many photographs, which are admirable
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Fig. 7. Carl Blegen and
Marion Rawson. Photo
Manuel Litran, July 16,
1961. UC Department
of Classics, Excavation

Records.

for their clarity, naturalness, use of diffused light, and artistic sensitivity. Lissner’s ar-
ticle, along with a selection of Litran’s photographs, was published in Paris Match on
April 28, 1962 under the title “Un vieux savant vit un véritable roman policier” ("An
Aged Scholar is Living a Real Detective Story”).”® But the article provoked Blegen’s
displeasure. From a letter he sent to Lissner on August 2, it appears that the pub-
lished text was very different from what Lissner had initially sent him.?” Blegen wrote
rather harshly:“We noticed that some changes had been made in your text—many of
them not for the better, in our opinion. It is a pity that the popular periodicals feel it
necessary to have parts of the text rewritten by people who are not familiar with the
subject.” Without a doubt the significance of their visit lies in Litrans photographs,
most of which were not included in the article.®® Among them are worth mentioning
four photographs that are now published for the first time: a color portrait of Carl
Blegen (fig. 6), who was then seventy-four years old, a photograph of Blegen watching
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Fig. 8. Carl Blegen, Marion Rawson. Photo Manuel Litran, July 16, 1961. UC Department of Classics,

Excavation Records.

Marion Rawson as she measures part of a floor (fig. 7), another photograph with
Carl Blegen in a jeep with Marion Rawson and Piet de Jong in the back seats (fig. 8),
and one that shows Blegen sitting with his close collaborator Marion Rawson in the
palace’s courtyard (fig. 9).

Shortly thereafter, at the end of August 1962, Blegen was visited at his home on
Ploutarchou Street by the American journalist Joseph Alsop, best known for his book
From the Silent Earth: A Report on the Greek Bronze Age (New York 1964).”° Although
the excavation season had scarcely ended, Blegen was delighted to travel to Pylos again
with Alsop and to give him a tour of the palace. The results of the interview and trip
were published in an extremely long article,”A Pylos before a Pylos,” in The New Yorker a
few months later (November 1962).%° Previously, Alsop had received extremely flatter-
ing comments from Blegen: “The manuscript of your article on Pylos arrived yesterday
and I have read it with great interest. It is very good indeed—though much too flattering
about me—and I envy you your deftness in writing. It would have been very helpful to

an archaeologist like me. I see that you have done a great deal of homework "
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Fig. 9. Catl Blegen sitting with Marion Rawson in the palace’s courtyard. Photo Manuel Litran, July 16,
1961. UC Department of Classics, Excavation Records.

In fact, Alsop’s multipage article showed him to be a cultivated journalist with a
profound knowledge of prehistoric archaeology. Enthused by the excavator’s hospi-
tality, Alsop wrote: “Blegen today, at seventy-five, is a markedly gentle, quiet-spoken
man, whose exquisite manners belong to an earlier American era. As a younger man,
he must have been just as gently polite, for he always managed to stay on friend-
ly terms with Sir Arthur Evans.®* Further on in the article, Alsop remarked: “He
turned out to be one of those rare scholars (nowadays almost a vanished race) who
are pleased when outsiders show serious interest in their subjects.”® The two men
had wide-ranging discussions, not just about prehistoric archaeology, but also about
Arthur Evans, Michael Ventris and the decipherment of Linear B, the 1939 excava-
tions, the palace’s administration, and the final destruction of the Mycenaean world,
which Blegen believed was due to the invasion of the Dorians. Blegen’s response to
Alsop when he said that some archaeologists had not been persuaded that he had
found the Palace of Nestor is worth noting: “Let the future give the answer. All T know
is that I have found the capital of a rich kingdom, which is just about where Nestor’s
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capital must have been. If someone else, later on, finds an even finer palace in the same
general area, then I'll be ready to agree that I've misplaced Nestor’s Pylos.” It is true
that, thus far, no comparable building has been located in the area. When Alsop asked
him what the secret of his success was, Blegen replied honestly: “On a dig, you have
to live as a family lives ... and if you have to live as a family, it’s better to be a happy
family"® If this was the secret of such a successful career, then it constitutes invaluable
advice for all who spend a great part of their lives on excavations or involved in similar
archaeological research.

In September 1964, Blegen appears to have given his final interview to Eleni
Karapanagioti for the newspaper To Vima (To Bfjuc). In this interview, which is
included in the appendix because of its importance, Blegen spoke at length on many
different subjects.®® He characterized Schliemann as an excellent observer despite
not being a professional archaeologist. He mentioned that he knew Evans very well
and that they had become friends. As for their disagreement regarding the extent
to which the Minoan civilization was more advanced than the Mycenaean, Blegen
excused him by saying that Evans was convinced that Minoan Crete was something
so unique that there was no room for anything else. In reference to the recent ac-
cusations that the philologist Leonard Palmer had leveled at Evans, accusing him
of serious mistakes in the interpretation of his stratigraphy, Blegen did not hide his
annoyance, observing that a philologist was not the most suitable person to assess
an archaeologist’s records. When the journalist asked whether the Trojans were a
Greek people, Blegen answered that he firmly believed that the Achaeans who settled
in Greece, as well as those who settled in Troy around 1900 B.C., had to belong to
the same wave of migration. But after establishing themselves, they diverged. The
Trojans came into contact with the peoples of their surrounding region, while the
Greeks came into contact with higher-level cultures, such as those of the Minoans
and Egyptians. As he ended the interview, he referred to his relations with younger
and older archaeologists, saying: “Every generation comes and assesses the previous
one, pointing out its oversights and condemning its mistakes. But sometimes we
exaggerate the mistakes and forget how good the work done before us actually was.
I believe, however, that this assessing of one generation by another and this revision
of opinions is constructive, and at some point we do reach a conclusion and see how
far we have come.” These words show how open-minded Blegen was despite being
nearly eighty years old.

From 1965 until 1969, the excavation at the palace at Pylos decreased in intensi-
ty as greater weight was given to the study of the material. Besides, Blegen was elderly
and had begun to lose his colleagues and those dearest to him, including his wife
Elizabeth (1966) and Piet de Jong (1967). As there were no more exciting finds, jour-
nalistic interest in the Pylos excavations also diminished drastically. The attention of
journalists and the public turned toward the impressive new discoveries of Nikolaos
Platon at Zakros and of Spyridon Marinatos at Akrotiri (Thera).
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Blegen’s Character as a Secret of His Success

In contrast to other archaeologists who choose to publish alone, Blegen was al-
ways surrounded by distinguished colleagues.’” In 1966, he published the first volume
of the excavation at Pylos with Marion Rawson (The Palace of Nestor at Pylos in West-
ern Messenia. Vol. 1: The Buildings and Their Contents). Foreign and Greek newspa-
pers have preserved Blegen’s comment on the occasion of this publication: “Writing is
a chore, but it has to be done. It is the penalty archaeologists must pay for the fun of
excavating.®® It is true that throughout his life Blegen never dwelt on the delights of
digging; he always had a taste for the difficult work of writing, producing a multitude
of excavation publications. He aimed at publishing another three volumes, as jour-
nalists of the period mentioned, but in the end only two more followed. Mabel Lang
published the palace’s wall paintings in 1969,% and in 1973 the third volume on Pylos
was published in collaboration with Marion Rawson, William Taylour, and William
Donovan.”” However, Blegen did not live to see it. He breathed his last on August 24,
1971 in Evangelismos Hospital in Athens after suffering a stroke.”

Blegen left behind a massive legacy. Until WW I American archaeology in Greece
focused on the excavation of classical sites, With his excavations and in particular his
publications, Blegen turned American archaeology towards Greece’s prehistoric past.
The multitude of articles published in the press about him and his excavations at the
Palace of Nestor brought prehistoric archaeology to the wider public. Blegen was cer-
tainly not in the habit of sending dozens of reports to the newspapers as Schliemann
or Evans did. In any case, something of that sort did not suit his modest character.
He was always eager, however, to help journalists in their work without pettiness or
other misgivings, always guided by what he believed to be the good of archaeology, a

discipline he served with great devotion and conviction.

Appendix

The following interview with Blegen was published in the newspaper To Bfjua,
Sunday, September 20, 1964, p. 5. A translation follows.

IMPOBAHMATIXMOI ZTHN APXAIOAOTTA
NEEZ ATIOYEIX KAI ZXHMATA YTHN APXAIA IXTOPIA MAX
“Evag peydlog dpxatoddyog, 6 kadnyntng Kaph MmAéykev, Ophel yid Tovg
pHeydhovg dpxatoAdyoug kai Tig vetepeg Bewpieg mov émépepav pia pkn
EMAVEKTIUNOWY TOV TPWTWV KeQalaiwy Tig dpxaiag EANANVIKAG ioTopiag

H AIKAIQXIY TOY OMHPOY

Oi dpxaieq métpeg pévouvv ovxvd PouvPés, td dpxaia Keipeva ovyva
mapamAavodv kai 1| Tuxaia dvedpeon WG Uikphig émypagis Oapuévng amo
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ai®veg péoa 0TO Xdpa Umopel va avatpéyn Bewpieg mov kTioOnKav pé xpdvovg
Sovleldg kai pehétng. Avtn eivat kai 1 dywvia Tod kdbe dpyatoldyov 6 6moiog
KaAeltal vé ovpumAnpwon v EXenyn ototgeiwv L Ty Staiadnon f v pavtacio
tov. Kai 1] dywvia adtr elvat idlaitepa aiobntr o¢ pia Ao tig TAéov okoTeVES
nieptodovg TG dpxaiag ENANVikAG ioTopiag: TV émoyr Tod Xalkod. Amelpa Kai
ooPapirata elvan T& Epwtrpata mov €0eoe kai OETel aTOVG dpXAOAGYOLG Kai
ol dAAnloovykpovopeves dnavtioelg mov Oidet O kabévag mpokdAecav Kai
nipokalodv dpuvtateg Stapdyes yd Tig oxéoelg Tig nrepwtikiis EAAASog ué
v Kprn, yid v iotopikny dxpifeta Tod ounpikod €movg kal yid tooa dAla
axopa StappioPnrodpeva onueia tng.

v énoxn avtr €xet dglepaoet Ty {wr) Tov O peyalog dpxatoAdyog Kaph
Mmhéykey, 6 omoiog, apod Ekave Ti¢ ueydleg dvaokagég otryv Tpola, dvéokaye
10 avéktopo tod Néotopa oty ITVho 6mov, yid mpwtn gopd, Ppédnkav kai
mvakideg ypappikis ypagiig B oty Anepwtikn EANGSa. ‘Onwg kabe xpodvo,
£tol kal £QéTog O kabnyntig MmAéykev cuvéxioe Tig Avaokagég Tov otrv ITvAo.
‘HAwiag onjpepa 77 €T@V, 6 k. MIAEyKeV CUUTANPWVEL TO HeYANO GUYYPApUA TOV
Y& 16 dvaktopo Tod Néotopa kai Ewg T6 TéNog ToD ETovg 04 €xn mapadwoel 0To
TUTIOYPAQPELD TOV TPHOTO TOUO TOV.

216 ktiplo TG Apepwavikils XxoAflc KAaoowdv Medetdv, OéxOnke
VA AmavTtion, pué THV fpepn @wvh Tov kai pé TOAAN KaAwaovvn, o€ Hd oelpd
EPWTNUATWY TIOV elXav MG EMKEVTPO TOVG TNV Tapakdtw Tapathpnon: Iid tov
ur eidiko, 1 onpavtikwtepn ¢EEAEN oTOV Topéa oag oty TelevTaia gikooastia
elvat 1} dvabewpnon tOV pwtwy kepalaiwv Thg dpxaiog EAANVIKAG ioTopiag.
Amokopilel kaveic v évtonwon and doa SiaPalet, 6t 1) dvabewpnon avtn
teivel va émPefatwon SAo kai meploadTepo TNV d@rjynomn tod Opnpov, kai teivel,
axopa, va anodwon otovg EAAnveg v ioTopia Tod TOTOL TOVG.

- Nai, dravtd 6 kaBnyntig Mmhéykey, onpewwoete dpwg 6t i avabewpnon
avthy dpxioe mpiv amd moAAég Sexaetieg. 'Ag modue 6Tt dpxloe 10 1870 pé TOV
EXfjpav. Hrav évag &vBpwmog movd mioteve 8T Td dpunpika €nn eiyav ud cofapn
kai ovotaoTikn Paon dAndeiag - kai tpoonddnoe va eEebpn Tic dmodeifelg mov Bd
édpaiwvav v memoibnon tov avtr."Etot eixe 16 mpovopo va Ppi, mpdta otrv
Tpoia kai botepa atig Mukijveg, TV émPefaiwon mov dvalntovoe.

- Tod kataloyilovv Spwg oG StdPala adTég Tig uépeg KATOLOV TTOV DTTO-
otrpile Ot elvan TOA TBavod 6 ZAfuav va Ppike otic Mukijveg mAveg mvaxki-
deg ypapukis ypaeis B kal vé tig nétake ano dnpooetia.

- ‘O)ot pag Eépete, mapatnpel 6 k. MmAéykev, motevovpe 8Tt 6 mpokatoxol
pag Siémpagav @oPepd opdlpata, oty mepintworn dpw adTy §¢v 1O TOoTEVW.
Zopgwvor: 6 ZApav §év frav énayyelpatiag dpxatohoyog, AN fitav dplotog
napatnpntng. EPAemne - kai EBAene moh kaAd. Iepignua éPAerne kai 6 Toovvtag,
7OV ATav €KTAKTOG OTiG Avaokagés. AANAA yid vd ovvexioovpe, T Emdpuevo on-
pavtiko Piipa Eytve amod 1oV EPavg oty Kprjtn. Tov yvwpioa kadd, yivape @ilot
Kai pmop@ va md 81t ftav évag peydhog &vBpwmnog.
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- Alapwvioate Spwg pali Tov.

- Awpwvnoa pali tov, énwg Stagawvnoe kai 6 Tovaing. Eépete, 6 Efav,
700 dvekalvye Sha avtd Td Bavpdota mpdypata, fRTav menelopuevog i 1) Mi-
vour Kpritn qtav kértt 10 1600 povadiko, dote §év Omijpxe XOpog yid timote
dAAo. TlioTeve mwg 6,TL TO Wpaio, oNUAVTIKO, EvSlapépov VTipXe 0TiG Mukijveg,
gnpene va mpoépxetau and v Kprn. Kai éneidn petd 1o 1400 n.X., oi EXAn-
veg NABav oty Kprjtn kai trv katédaPay, To0To onjpave Tt ovo tpwyhoditeg
pmopodoay, HETA TNV fuepopnvia Ekeivn, va KATOKHoOVY 0TA Epeima TV dva-
Ktopwv Tfig Kvwood.

- M 8év elvau Lovo avto. Znuepa, 6 I pep Stap@ioPrrel, &g Py modue v
EvTipoTnTa, AANG THY edovvednoia Tod EPave oTig dvackagég Tov.

- Ag Eexabapioovpe Aiyo ta mpaypata. O"EPave ékave Tig dvaokagég Tov
oTig dpyég Tod alwva pag kai oi cuvOikeg Exovv AANEEeL TOND &7o TOTE.

- ‘Evvoette otrv dpxatoroyio;

- Nad, elvat {ftnua texvikig. ‘Ag mdpovpe Eva napadetypa: Tov kapo ekeivo
gokafav moAloi €pydrteg kat Tovg Emtnpodoe Evag Hovo dpXatohdyog, Eva or-
pepa 1) 6pOn dvaloyia elvar €vag dpxatoddyog yd kdbe dvo 1] Tpeig €pydres.
Ztig dvaokagég o0 EBavg, 250 épydteg 8év elxav mapd ENAXLOTOVG EMOTATES Kai
gvag kai povog dvBpwmnog kpatodoe TO dpxelo kai Ekave Tig kataypapés. ' Hrav
évag oAb kalog &vBpwmog - 6 MakévQu — pd frav povog. Kai otig onpewwoeig
o0 Maxéviy otnpiletat ofjpepa 6 TIdApep yi& vé Stapeiofnrhion v gdovvel-
dnoia To0"EPfavg. BéBata 6 Maxéviy frav mpooektikdg &vBpwmog, AANG fiTav
uovog. Twpa mpémet dropa va onpetwow &t O TIahuep 8év eivar dpxatoddyog
AN pLholoyog kai §év vopilw 8Tt Evag ptholoyog eival T kat éEoxnv appodio
TPOOWTO YL V& ENEYXT TA dpxela Kai TiG KaTaywpnoelg Evog dpxatoAdyov.

- Avekapmta dpwg dno adto eixate Stapwvnoet pé Ty tomobétnon Tod

"EBavs.

- BéPata, yati mioteva — kai motedw — &1t 16 1400 8év tedeiwoe 1y ioTopia
100 oAttiopod oty Kprtn, 81t petd v xatdAnyn g and todg ENAnveg on-
uovpynOnke éva kavovpyto EAANVIKO Bacilelo, mod avantdxOnke kai Sujpkeoe
£€wg 10 1200, OTOTE KAl KATECTPAPT).

- Aikatwvetar Aomov 6 Ounpog mov mapovotdlel Tov Idopevéa, Tov Pactiid
T Kpnng, va ovppetéyn oty ékotpateia katd tiig Tpoiag.

- Nai, BéBata. Ag modue 61t 1) yevikny Sopry Tod ‘Opnpov avtamokpivetat oé
ué iotopuin mpaypatikoTTa. Eépete, 6Tt St povo malatdtepa, AN kai Twpa
dkopa vIdpyovv dvBpwmot oL moTeVOLY HTL 6 Ounpog Tijpe WG Pdon pd £m-
Spopn évavtiov tiig Atydmtov, kai Snuovpynoe éva mapapvb! Zrpepa Spwe té
npdypata givat Stagpopetikd. ‘Oha ta peydAa kévipa mov dvagépet 6 Ounpog
gxouv dvevpedn kal £xet dmode i 8Tt fjoav kévipa Tod puknvaikod moAttt-
opod. Eé¢povpe motd fioav, Eépovpe mod fioav. "Hpbe kal 1§ dmokpuntoypdenon
TAG YPOUHKAG B yid vé pdg katadei€n dtt oi Muknvaiot floav dvBpwmot mov -
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Aodoav kai Eypagav EAAnvika. AdTo BéBata loxbet i Tobg katoikovg Tiig fymel-
pwTtkfig EANAS0G, dAAG &mo TOvOunpo mod wAd yid tovIdopevéa katagaivetat
6tu ol Axanol edpiokovro fidn oty Kprtn kai eiyav dnpovpynoet éva Pacileto
mipiv amo v mtwon Tiig Tpoiag.

- T omoia vopilw 6Tt ¢ogig Tomobeteite 16 1260.

- Nai, mepinov."Oco BéPata pmopodue va eipaote BéBatot yid TéToleg Xpovo-
Aoyikég tomoBetroelg.

- "Exete pahota kai v dnoyn 81 oi Tpdeg Roav EXAnve. Kanolog ava-
Qepe, TAVw 0 avTo, TO Emiyeipnua &1L 6°Ounpog 6év éugavilet Steppnvels petalp
EAMvov kai Tpowv!

- Etvaw paAhov dvonto emxeipnpa. Zé tétota (nrrpata §év mpémet va maipvn
Kavelg 0td coPapd tovg montég! TO yeyovog Gt 6 momntrg Tapovatddel Tovg
Tpweg kai Tovg Axatodg vé phodv v idta ywaoa, §év eivat tapd ovppaor o
napatnpeitat ota €nn GAwv T@v Aadv. Ekeivo o motevw givat 6Tt oi Tpdeg o
avagépovtat 6Td Ounpikd €nn noav cvyyeveig T@v EAvwy.

- TSwaitepa NG EmoxA¢ ékeivng;

- 'Oy, ano évopitepa. Eixa trv dmoyn, v onoia é§akohovdd vd drootn-
pilw, 6Tt yVpw &mtd 16 1900 onpewwdnke Eva Pabb piiypa oty iotopia thg TOANG,
1}, paAlov, Tdv Stadoyik@v morewv.'H Tpoia VI - v omola éktioav €keivov mod
katéotpeyav v Tpoia V - gugaviler pi{ikég Stapopég and Ty mponyolevn
TOAN, TV Omoia €pepav 0¢ QOG oi Avaoka@ég. Znuelwvetal £va AmoAdTwg
SLaQopPeTIKO «aTOA» oV VITOdetkvLEL pia dAAayr 6ToDG 8lovg TovG Katoikov.
[Motevw 81t 1) dAXayn adth €nfABe yopw amd 16 1900, kai €10t punopodpe va
vrootnpiovpe &t T000 oi Axatoi ov éykatactadnkav oty EAAGSa 800 Kkai
éketvol ov €ykataotadnkav otryv Tpoia dvijkav 0to id10 petavaotevTiKd K.
& vé dxpipoloynoovpe Spwg mpémel vé mpooBéoovpe GtL, &v Kai dvijkav otod
iS10 petavaotevtikd kopa, 6év eixav kai trv iSta eEEMEN petd v éykatdoTtaot
Tovg. T epIPaAAov TovG fTav SLAYOopPETIKO, T PLWTIKA TOVG TipoBArLaTa fRoav
StaopeTikd. AtagopeTikoi foav dxopa kai o Aaoi pé tovg é6moiovg RABav ¢
gnagn. KU avtd, Eépete, onpaivel ToAAG, yioti v ol Tpoeg AAOav o¢ émagn pé
oG Aaodg mob katokodoav 6Ty Stk Tovg TepLoxn Tod kOGpov, oi EAAnveg
A\Bav o¢ émagn peé Ta pedpata HynAod ToAttiopod tig Kprtng kai tig Alyvmntov.

"Etot, Aounov, unopodpe vé pavtacBoipe dtt ol Stagopég petald EAMveov kai
Tpwwv foav, v énoxn o0 Tpwikod ToAépov, peydles kai coPapés, AN &TL
vnipxe petagd Toug Eva koo HTOoTpwA PULATG Kal YADoTaG.

- Kai apéowg petd tov Tpwikod molepo, oi vikntég frtnOnkav and dAlovg
eloBoleic. HBeha vd 04 pwthiow, mévw o” advtd, Thv yvaoun oag yia Ty Bewpia
6ty katappevon tod Muknvaikod moMTiopod d@eiletal o€ {id E0wWTEPLKT| KOL-
VVIKT énavactacn k& 8yt o¢ Eévoug eioBoleic.

- Eé¢pw v Bewpla, AANG §€v pmopd va id dtt Exw metodi yid v 0pBotntd
™G. Enttélovg, pmopd vd gavtacdd v €kpnén WA KOWVWVIKDG EMavactaong
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oti¢ Mukijveg i} atrjv ITvdo i} oty OnPa, dAAE 0€v pumop® v moTéYwW GTL fud
Kowwvikn énavaoctaocn Eéonace mavtod v ida émoxn kai tpocélaPe mavTod
TV 1Ot popr| kai Epepe mavtod TV MupKayLd Kai denoe mavtod miow NG THY
¢pruwon.’Eva tétoto avopevo pov eaivetat eEatpetikd anibavo.

- AMG BéPata otV TupKaAyLd THG KATAoTpo@fG d@eilovpe v Statrpnon
TOV MA@V TIvaKkidwv.

- Nai. Topa TOANG ¢EapT@VTaL OTIG TEPIMTWOELS AVTEG Ao Tig oLVOTiKeg
K&Tw Ao Tig 6Moieg EMANDE 1) KATATTPOPT, Kai Ao TO £av dAAot NBav dpyd-
Tepa VA KATOIKNo0LY 0Td (St dvdktopa. T Eyypaga mov foav and mamvpo i
ano EONo dopalwg kataoTpdenkav oty mupkaytd. Kai féBata of mvaxideg mov
Bpedniav dév foav povipa dAAG Tpoowptva dpyela, Td Omola 1y TupKayLd, ué
TO V& T4 Yo, té& €kave povipa. Xty ITbAo té evprpata foav 1660 TAoLOL
ylati kaveig §¢v gaivetat va Katolknoe Ty TOAN HETA TNV KATAGTPOPN TNG, EVD
40D, 61ov dpyoTepa onpelwBNKe VEA EYKATAOTAOT) KATOIKWY, O Titvakideg o
Bprikape foav Aywtepeg.

- A6 adtég Spwg pabaivovpie TOANA.

- MaBaivoupe; Ag todpe &1t Ba pdBovpe. Ta mpaypota §év etvan T000 AmA4,
Kat 0 xpetacOdi] ToALG kapdg yid va Stapdoovpe kai vé katalapfovpe TO meple-
XOUEVO TOV TIvaKiSwv.

- "Exete BéPata O dyn oag TV SovAeld Tod TTdApep kai TV épunveia mov
Sivel TOV mvakidwv.

- Nai, v &w O dyn pov, AAAG Sév elpat ToAD BéPatog yia GAa doa Aéet.
[Ip@ta &r’ 8Aa, 1) ypappkn ypaen B 8év elvat pia ypagr mov €xet €mvondi ya
v kataypan Th¢ EAANvikiis yAdooag. IIpobmiipxe kal té& éAAnvika Empere,
OMwg — OMWG, VA XWPETOVV 0TO KAAOVTL TNG. ATO adTo Kai Lovo katalafaivete
6L 1 petdgpaon Tovg givat SUOKOAN. Ag ATticovpe dpwg 6Tt pé TOV kapd 04
Bpodpe kai GAeg mvakideg, ylati oeg mepLoooTEPES PPODLLE, TOTO EVKOAWDTEPO
B elvat kai T6 £pyo Ti|g LeTd@paoT.

- BpéOnkav twpa mvakideg kai otiv Ona.

- Nai. Kai é€tot 1} Onpa évrdooetal kai avtr otd mhaiota tod {Stov oAttt
opod, kai émPePatwvovtal dxdpa meplocdTEPO ol AMOYELS Hag Yid TOV Muknva-
ko6 mottiopo. Kako Béata 084 frav vé Ppiokape Eva dAho, Bikto avaxtopo, fj
dAho &vdaloyo ktiplo, otiv Kprtn, yid va eAéyEoupe Tig eikaoieg pag.

- A’ doa Aépe pévet 1) aloBnon énavactatik@v dAAay®v oty dpxatoloyia,
odv vé A&l 6 Tpomog pe Tov omoto PAémovpe T dpxn TS EAANVIkig ioTo-
piag.

- Nai, féBata. Tiati, Eépete, kabe yevid Epxetan kai ENEYXeL THV TEpONyOdpEVT,
gmonpaivet Tig mapadeiyelg TG Kai karayyéAlet td o@dApoata tng. Ta opapata
Spwg kappld @opd é drepParlovpe, kai Eexvape md6oo kakr frav 1} SovAeld o0
elxe yivet mpiv dnd pag. Motedw Spwg 6T avtodg 6 EAeyyog TN [AS YEVIAG Ao
THV EMOpEVN, Kal avTr 1) dvabewpnon dndoyewy elvat EMOIKOSOUNTIKY Kai KAToLa
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dpa kataotaldlovpe kai PAémovpe puéxpt motd onpeio mpoxwproape.’Etot kai f)
Ot 1y Totopia pdg Siddoket OO Mpémel va eipacte EMPLAAKTIKOL, Kai idiwg, 04
EXeya, OTL pag S18dokel OO TPETEL VA EVOVUE TLOTOL 0T (St Td yeyovoTa.

EAENH KAPATIANATIQTH

The following interview with Carl Blegen was published by Eleni Karapanagioti
in To Vima, Sunday, September 20, 1964, p. 5.7

ARCHAEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONS
New Views and Theories about our Ancient History
Professor Catl Blegen, a distinguished archaeologist, talks about the great archaeolo-
gists and the latest theories which have brought about a radical re-evaluation of the

first chapters of ancient Greek history.
The Vindication of Homer

Ancient stones often stay mute, ancient texts often mislead, and the chance dis-
covery of a small inscription hidden in the earth for centuries can overturn theories
built on years of work and study. This is the concern of every archaeologist who is
called upon to supplement a lack of data with intuition or imagination. This worry
is especially perceptible in one of the darkest periods of ancient Greek history: the
Bronze Age. The questions which this period has posed and continues to pose for
archaeologists are infinite and very serious, and the conflicting answers have provoked
and continue to provoke very bitter disputes about the relations between mainland
Greece and Crete, about the historical accuracy of Homeric epics, and about so many
other still-disputed points.

The great archaeologist Carl Blegen has devoted his life to the Bronze Age. After
carrying out the great excavations at Troy, he excavated the Palace of Nestor at Py-
los, where tablets in Linear B writing were discovered for the first time on mainland
Greece. As he does every year, including this year, Professor Blegen continued his
excavations at Pylos. Now seventy-seven years old, Mr. Blegen is completing his great
work on the Palace of Nestor and will deliver the first volume to the printers by the
end of the year.

In the building of the American School of Classical Studies he agreed to answer,
in his calm voice and with great kindness, a series of questions centering on the fol-
lowing observation: “For the non-specialist the most important development in your
field in the last twenty years is the revision of the first chapters of ancient Greek his-
tory. One gets the impression from everything one reads that this revision tends to
confirm Homer’s narrative more and more, and furthermore to give Greeks a render-
ing of the history of their country”
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-“Yes,” Prof. Blegen replied, “but you will note that this revision began many de-
cades ago. Let us say that it began in 1870 with Schliemann. He was a man who
believed that the Homeric poems had a serious and substantive basis in fact — and
he attempted to find the evidence that would strengthen this belief of his. And so he
had the privilege to find, first at Troy and later at Mycenae, the confirmation he was
searching for”

- “But many accusations are made against him: I've just been reading someone
who maintained that it was very likely that Schliemann found Linear B clay tablets at
Mycenae and threw them away due to carelessness.”

- “You know,” responded Mr. Blegen, “we all believe that our predecessors made
serious errors, but in this case I don't believe it. I would agree: Schliemann was not a
professional archaeologist, but he was an excellent observer. He watched — and saw
very well. Tsountas also famously observed and was at the excavations on a temporary
basis. But to go on, the next important step was taken by Evans on Crete. I knew him
well, we became friends, and I can say that he was a great man.”

-“But you disagreed with each other”

- “T did disagree with him, as did Wace. Evans, you know, who discovered all
those wonderful things, was convinced that Minoan Crete was something so unique
that it left no room for anything else. He believed that whatever was beautiful, impor-
tant, or interesting at Mycenae had to have come from Crete. And since the Greeks
came to Crete after 1400 BC and occupied it, this meant that after that date only
cavemen could have lived in the ruins of the palaces of Knossos.”

-“But it is not just this. Now Palmer is calling into question, let’s not say Evans's
honesty, but his conscientiousness in excavating.”

-“Let’s clarify things a little. Evans carried out his excavations at the beginning of
this century and conditions have changed a lot since then.”

-“You mean, in archaeology?”

- “Yes, it's a question of technique. Let’s take one example. At that time many
workers did the excavating and only one archaeologist supervised them, while today
the usual ratio is one archaeologist for every two or three workers. On Evans’s excava-
tions, 250 workers had no more than a very few overseers, and one single person was
responsible for the archive and kept the records. He was a very good man, Mackenzie,
but he was by himself. And it is on Mackenzie’s notes that Palmer now relies in order
to call Evans’s conscientiousness into question. Certainly, Mackenzie was a careful
man, but he was by himself. Now I should further note that Palmer is not an archae-
ologist, but a philologist, and I don't think a philologist is absolutely the right person
to criticize an archaeologist’s records and inventories.”

-“But apart from this, you had disagreed with Evans’s dating”

-“Sure, because I believed and still believe that the history of civilization on Crete
didn't end in 1400, and that after its occupation by the Greeks, a new Greek kingdom
was created which developed and lasted until 1200, when it too was destroyed.”
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-“So, Homer is vindicated when he presents Idomeneus, the king of Crete, as
taking part in the expedition against Troy.”

-“Indeed. Let’s say that the overall structure of Homer corresponds to a histori-
cal reality. You know that not only in the past, but even now there are still people who
believe that Homer took as his foundation an attack against Egypt and produced a
fairytale! But today things are different. All the major centers Homer mentions have
been found and it has been shown that they were centers of Mycenaean civilization,
We know what they were, we know where they were. And the decipherment of Lin-
ear B has come to demonstrate to us that the Mycenaeans were people who spoke
and wrote in Greek. This is certainly valid for the inhabitants of mainland Greece,
but from Homer, who talks about Idomeneus, it is obvious that the Achaeans were
already on Crete and had created a kingdom before the fall of Troy.”

-“Which I think you place in 1260.”

-“Yes, around then. As sure as we can be about dating of this sort.”

-“You, indeed, hold the view that the Trojans were Greeks. Regarding this, some-
one has brought up the argument that Homer does not employ translators between
Greeks and Trojans!”

-“That’s a rather silly argument. One shouldn't take poets seriously in such mat-
ters! The fact that the poet presents Trojans and Greeks speaking the same language
is nothing other than a convention observed in the epics of all peoples. What I do
believe is that the Trojans mentioned in Homeric epic were related to the Greeks.”

-“Especially at that time?”

-“No, from earlier on. I held the opinion, which I continue to maintain, that the
years around 1900 marked a deep break in the city’s history, or, rather, of the suc-
cessive cities. Troy VI, which was built by the people who destroyed Troy V, shows
radical differences from the previous city, which the excavations have brought to light.
An absolutely different style is observed that indicates a change in the inhabitants
themselves. I believe that this change took place around 1900, and so we can state that
the Achaeans who settled in Greece, as well as those who settled in Troy, belonged to
the same wave of migration. To be precise, though, I should add that, even if they be-
longed to the same wave of migration, they did not develop in the same way after they
settled down. Their environment was different. Their problems in life were different.
Further, the peoples they came in contact with were different. And this, you know,
is very significant, because, while the Trojans came in contact with the peoples who
inhabited their region of the world, the Greeks came into contact with the trends of
the highly developed civilizations of Crete and Egypt. So, then, we can imagine that,
at the time of the Trojan War, the differences between the Greeks and the Trojans
were major and serious, but that between them still existed a common substratum of
race and language.”

-“And immediately after the Trojan War, the victors were defeated by other in-

vaders. I would like to ask you, concerning this, for your opinion about the theory that
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the collapse of Mycenaean civilization was due to a domestic social revolution and not
to foreign invasions.”

-“T know the theory, but I can't say that I'm convinced of its correctness. In the
end, I can imagine an outbreak of social revolution at Mycenae or Pylos or Thebes,
but I can't believe that social revolution broke out everywhere at the same time, took
the same form everywhere, caused conflagrations everywhere, and left behind a desert
everywhere. Such a phenomenon seems exceptionally incredible to me.”

-“But surely we owe the preservation of the clay tablets to the catastrophic fire.”

-“Yes. Now, in these circumstances much depends on the conditions under which
the destruction occurred and on whether others came later on to inhabit the same
palaces. Documents on papyrus or on wood were surely destroyed in the fire. And cer-
tainly, the tablets that were found were not permanent but temporary records, which
the fire made permanent by baking them. At Pylos the finds were so rich because no
one seems to have inhabited the city after its destruction, while in other places, where
a new settlement of inhabitants has been noted later on, the tablets that we have
found were fewer.”

-“But we are learning a lot from them.”

- “We are learning? Let’s say that we will learn. Things are not so simple, and it
will take a long time for us to read and understand the contents of the tablets.”

-“You of course have the work of Palmer in mind and the interpretation he gives
to the tablets.”

-“Yes, I have that in mind, but I'm not very sure of everything he says. First of all,
the Linear B script is not a script designed for recording Greek. It existed beforehand
and Greek, one way or the other, had to fit into its mold. From this fact alone, you can
understand that translating them is difficult. Let’s hope, though, that with time we'll
find other tablets, because the more we find, the easier the work of translation will be.”

-“Now tablets have been found in Thebes too.”

-“Yes. And so even Thebes itself is incorporated into the context of the same civi-
lization, which confirms even more our views about Mycenaean civilization. It would
of course be good if we found another intact palace or other comparable building on
Crete so we could test our conjectures.’

- “From all we've been saying I get the sense of revolutionary changes in archaeol-
ogy, as if the way we look at the beginning of Greek history is changing.”

-“Indeed. Because, you see, every generation comes along and criticizes the previ-
ous one, pointing out its omissions and condemning its mistakes. Sometimes, though,
we exaggerate the mistakes and forget how good the work was which had been done
before us. But I believe that this testing of one generation by the next, and this revision
of views, is constructive, and at some point in time we will settle down and see how
far we have advanced. Thus, history itself teaches us how we should be on our guard,
and, especially, I would say that it teaches us how necessary it is to remain true to the

facts themselves.”
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1. T wish to extend warm thanks to the organizers of the symposium, Jack L. Davis, Natalia
Vogeikoff-Brogan, and Vasiliki Florou, for their kind invitation to participate, and for all the help
they provided during the writing of this text. Particular thanks are owed to Evi Tsiolaki, who scanned
all the newspaper clippings at the University of Cincinnati, Maria Choleva, who assisted me both
in searching for articles in old newspapers and in transcribing the article included in the Appendix,
and Carol Hershenson, for locating photographs at the University of Cincinnati. In addition, I give
heartfelt thanks to Eleftheria Daleziou of the Gennadius Library, who has helped me during all my
visits over the years to the Heinrich Schliemann Archive, and to Andreas Vlachopoulos for the useful
information he provided about Spyridon Marinatos's analogous archival material. Translation of the
Greek text into English was done by Stefanie Kennell, to whom I express many thanks.

2. The newspaper clippings collected by Schliemann are now in the Gennadius Library of the
American School of Classical Studies at Athens. Evans’s albums are kept in the Evans Archive at
the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. Marinatos's newspaper clippings are currently being studied by
Andreas Vlachopoulos (see Vlachopoulos 2014).

3. For his eatlier excavations in the Argolid, see Tzonou-Herbst, this volume.

4. ArchEph 1912, p. 268; Prakt 1925-1926, pp. 140—141. It should be mentioned that Blegen
published the tholos tomb of Osmanaga (Blegen 1954a).

5. William McDonald (1913-2000) is best known for his direction of the University of Min-
nesota Messenia Expedition and his excavations at Nichoria (1969-1975). He is also known for his
book Progress into the Past: The Rediscovery of Mycenaean Civilization (New York 1967). On McDon-
ald, see Wilkie 2000.

6. The excavations at Ano Englianos began on April 4, 1939 (see Davis 2008).

7. Alsop 1962, p.70. On Alsop see below, note 59.

8. See, e.g., Anonymous, “Ta onuepvd yevéOia tov opep,” H Kabnuepiviy, April 20, 1939, p.
1; Skenderidis, “H Teppavia eoptalet onjpepov tnv enételov Tov AdOApov Xithep,” H Bpaduvyj,
April 20, 1939, p. 1; Th. Skenderidis, “Ta mevijvta xpovia tov KaykeXapiov,” H Bpadvvij, April
25,1939, p. 3.

9. Anonymous, “O Aadg ¢ Kvmapiooiag emepvlagev amobewTikiv amodoxnv &g Tov mpw-
Bumovpydv k. Iwdvvny Metadv — Anepiyparmtol ekdnhwoelg Miotews kou agoowoews,” H Ka-
Onuepive, April 28,1939, pp. 1, 6.

10. Anonymous, “Avakdlvyig poknvaikod avaktopov,” H KaOnuepvy, April 13,1939, p. 4.

11. H Bpadvvy, April 15, 1939, p. 6. See also the interview Marinatos gave to the journalist N.
Laskaris, “Tt o amokaddyouv au mvakideg g TTvAov (Mia cuvévteviis pe tov k. Z. Mapvd-
tov),” H Bpadvvij, May 5, 1939, pp. 3—4.

12. Anonymous, “Amekalb@On to avaktopov Tov Néatopoc,” H Kabnuepivij, April 27, 1939,
p- 6.

13. N. Laskaris, “Xmovdaiotatat au ektehovpevai eig TTodiav avaokagai. @a @Epovv eig TAR-
peg @wg oAy v mpopvknvaikny EANGSa. TTvakideg pe ypagny g Kvwoov,” H Bpaduvvij,
April 29, 1939, p. 3; “®a anmokalvgBolv Ta avdktopa tov Néotopog? (Mia emiokeyig €ig Tov
oMoV TV avackap@v g ITVAov),” H Bpadvvy, May 3, 1939, p. 3; “At eveniypagat mvakideg
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May 5, 1939, pp. 3—4; “Ti 0¢Aet 1y ITOAog Sta To uéANov tg,” H Bpaduvy), May 8, 1939, pp. 3, 6.

14. “Auv eveniypagat mvakideg g ITHAov (H puotnpiodng ypappikn ypagn twv),” H Bpa-
Svvij, May 4, 1939, pp. 3—4; The tablet is no. 639, published by Evans (PM IV: 2, p. 707). See also
Chadwick et al. 1986, pp. 236-237.

15. The Times, April 29,1939, p. 15.



CARL BLEGEN AND THE ExcAvATIONS AT THE PALACE OF NESTOR 203

16. Evans 1925.

17. From the letter it is evident that Evans believed mistakenly that the hill of Ano Englianos was
opposite the Kakovatos tombs excavated by Wilhelm Dérpfeld in 1907.

18. For Blegen's relations with Evans, see in particular Galanakis and Fappas, this volume.

19. Blegen 1939. The project’s results were officially published in the American Journal of Archae-
ology (Kourouniotis and Blegen 1939).

20. Most of the photographs in The Illustrated London News were never republished. Only a few
were included in the AJA (Kourouniotis and Blegen 1939) and later in The Palace of Nestor volumes.

21. N. Laskaris, “XrovSatdtatat at ektehovpeval eig ITuhiav avackagai. @a 9€povv eig TAN-
peg ews OAnv tnv mpopvknvaikiy EANGSa. TIivakideg pe ypaenv g Kvwoot,” H Bpaduvy,
April 29, 1939, p. 3; Anonymous, “H apyaia EAN&G emavépyetat e1g Tnv emeaveiav,” H Kabrnpue-
pwviy, May 7,1939, p. 4.
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Bennett, Jr. in 1951. It is worth noting that prior to the publication of Bennett's book (The Pylos Tab-
lets: A Preliminary Transcription), The Cincinnati Times of October 27,1950 devoted an article to the
question with the prophetic title “Mystery of 3,000-Year-Old Language Nearer Solution.” In 1952,
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the decipherment of Linear B (Ventris and Chadwick 1953).

23. Blegen 1953a, p. 59; Marinatos 1952, p. 473. It is very interesting how Blegen and Mari-
natos phrased their collaboration; for Blegen, Marinatos “was appointed to succeed” Kourouniotis
and the work was divided into two, while Marinatos claimed that Blegen offered him the chance to
participate in the excavation of the palace but he politely declined, having decided to concentrate on
the region around the palace. For more on the nature of their collaboration, see Davis, this volume.

24. Extensive excavation reports for the years 1952-1965 were published in the AJA, while infor-
mation about the 1966—1969 seasons is found in Blegen et al. 1973.

25. For the full list of participants, see Blegen et al. 1973, p. x.

26. See Anonymous,“To Excavate Nestor’s Palace,” Iraq Times (Baghdad), October 23, 1957.

27. C. W. Blegen, “At avaokagai tg ITohov,” H KabBnuepivij, August 15, 1952, pp. 1, 3;
1953b, 1954b, 1956; C. W. Blegen, “Ot avevpefévteg apyatoloykoi Onoavpot tov Néatopog,”
Néwv Kadapwv, April 30, 1956, and “Eig to avdktopov Tov Néatopog. H IToAog Sidet kat véoug
Onoavpovg (évag amoloytopdg TG e@etetvig apyatohoyikng meptodov),” H Kabnuepiviy, Sep-
tember 15, 1960, p. 5.

28. See Florou, this volume.

29. For Paraskevaidis, see Missios 2011. P. Krinaios, “To peyalompenég avaktopov tov Oun-
ptkov Néotopog 1 v ITuhov e€vmmpeteito and Svo xhiadeg mpoowmikov kat Siébete 20.000
ayyeia!” H Bpadvvij, May 14, 1956, p. 5; P. Krinaios, “Ot muvakideg iowg pag amokaAvyovy ta
HLOTIKA TOL MUK vaikob TOAITIoHOD Kat Tov Tpwikob moAépov,” H Bpadvvi, May 15, 1956, p. 3.

30. “H televtaia omovdaiotarn apyatoloyikn emrvxio. Toa avaktopa Twv Baciléwv tng
ITohov,” H Kabnuepivij, August 15,1952, pp. 1, 3.

31. The tablet Ep212 (Bennett 1955, p. 21).

32. Bacon 1960, 1976; Galanopoulos and Bacon 1969.

33. Blegen 1953b, 1954b, and 1956.

34. ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 7, folder 5, Bacon to Blegen, June 25, 1954.

35. Paraskevaidis republished the plan in “H avakdAvyig Tov avaktopov tov Néotopog,” H
Kabnuepwvi, April 26,1956.

36. Blegen 1956, p. 256.

37. See his letter of July 4, 1957, ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 7, folder 5.

38. See their correspondence in ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 7, folder 5.

39. Anonymous, “Art 3000 Years Old,” The Cincinnati Pictorial Enquirer, January 29, 1956, p. 24;
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and J. Eble, “Pylos: Nestor’s Palace As Reconstructed by UC Archaeology Team,” The Cincinnati
Pictorial Enquirer, May 10, 1964, pp. 2, 12—14, 17-19.

40. See ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 8, folder 1 (Saturday Evening Post).

41. Borgstedt wrote: “We feel that the human interest element is an important one, and that we
would get much better readership if we could obtain the pictures of the excavation work going on,
with the people shown in them actually doing things” (ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 8, folder
1, Borgstedt to Blegen, April 16, 1954).

42. ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 8, folder 1, draft of a letter from Blegen to Borgsteds,
April 29, 1954,

43. C.W.Ceram was the pseudonym (an anagram of his surname) used by the German journalist
Kurt Wilhelm Marek (1915-1972), who changed his name because of his collaboration with the
Third Reich. His book, which was first published in Germany in 1949 under the title Gétter, Griber
und Gelebrte: Roman der Archdologie, became a great success, with dozens of editions and translations
into many other languages.

44. ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 8, folder 1, Blegen to Spencer, July 1, 1954.

45. Sittig 1954,

46. Today these photographs remain unknown.

47. See for example, Anonymous, “Mycenaean Palace Identified As King Nestor’s — Royal Bath-
room Excavated,” The Times, September 23, 1955; Anonymous, “3,000-Year-Old Bathtub with
Drain Found in Greece,” Science Service, December 27, 1955; Blegen 1956.

48. C. Warnick, “There’s a Lot of Truth in Homer,” Cincinnati Enquirer, December 4, 1955, sec-
tion 3, p. 1.

49. Blegen makes his faith in Homer clear in many articles; see in particular Blegen 1964, written
in Greek.

50. Anonymous, “Diggers Hit Pay Dirt in Greece,” The Cincinnati Enquirer, December 29, 1957;
Anonymous, “More Discoveries at Site of Homeric Pylos — Wing of King Nestor’s Palace Found,”
The Times, November 5, 1957; M. Paraskevaidis, “Ei¢ ta avdktopa twv Bacihéwv tne ITvAov
avekaAveOn kat tepov pe Aibwvov Bopody, H Kabyuepivy, September 11, 1957, p. 3. It is worth
noting that, according to newspapers of the time, Blegen had theorized that the remains belonged
to a tholos tomb. Later, in the final publication, he published it as a grave circle (Blegen et al. 1973,
pp. 134-176).

51. Information about the ceremony is drawn from an article by the journalist Margaret Josten
(“Blegen receives Degree. Archaeologist Honored by UC,” The Cincinnati Enquirer, November 8,
1958, p. 6A). In the course of his life, Blegen received many honorary degrees from universities and
archaeological institutions, such as the Aristotelian University of Thessaloniki (1951), the University
of Oxford (1957), the University of Cambridge (1963), and the Archaeological Institute of America
(Gold Medal in 1965). For biographical sketches of Blegen’s life, see Hood 1998, pp. 155-160; and
Caskey 1972.

52. G. Goulder,"Digging Up the Past in Greece,” Cleveland Plain Dealer Pictorial Magazine, De-
cember 11, 1960, pp. 39-40.

53. See Alsop 1962, p. 67; E. Karapanagioti, “Néeg amoyelg kal oxfpata oTny apyaia lotopia
pag. H Sikaiwoig tov Ounpov,” To Brua, September 20, 1964, p. 5.

54. The couple came to Pylos in June. See Lissner’s letter dated October 25,1960 in ASCSA Carl
W. Blegen Papers, box 11, folder 4.

55. In 1960 the Greek state built a metal roof, thereby providing adequate protection for this very
important archaeological site. The roof, which was the first ever built over a site in Greece, continued
to serve its purpose for half a century, and only in 2012 did work to replace it commence.

56. Paris Match, April 28, 1962, issue 681, pp. 74—85.

57. ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 11, folder 4.
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pers, box 11, folder 4). Most of them were not included in the article, and they are now housed with
excavation records in the Department of Classics at the University of Cincinnati.

59. The book was inspired by Alsop’s journey to Pylos. Alsop became a Trustee of the American
School in 1965, “and for the next twenty years served the School faithfully as a needling gad-fly, a
generous host, a genuine friend” (ASCSA Newsletter, Fall 1989, p. 15).

60. Alsop 1962.

61. See his letter of October 1, 1962 (ASCSA Carl W. Blegen Papers, box 9, folder 1). Blegen
would have been quite delighted by his acquaintance with Alsop, as is clear from the fact that they
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62. Alsop 1962, p. 67.

63. Alsop 1962, p. 78.

64. Alsop 1962, p. 68.

65. Alsop 1962, p. 107.

66. Karapanagioti, E., “Néeg anoyelg kat oxfjpata otnv apxaio totopia pag. H dwaiwotg tov
Ounpov,” To Brjua, September 20, 1964, p. 5.

67. A point Blegen also made in his acceptance speech when he was awarded the Gold Medal
from the Archaeological Institute of America in 1965 (since he could not travel to America, he re-
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February 28, 1966). In the speech, he credits his colleagues, rather than himself.

68. Anonymous, “Linear B in Greece, King Nestor Now Fact,” Athens News, January 11, 1967;
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