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AAEIMENEX YAEX.
MIA IIPQTH IIPOZEITIZTH MEAETHX*.

< napotoa Avakoivoor €xel OG AVIIKEIPEVO TV Avayvaplor TV GAeoPEvov DAGY

H mov €yovv Ppebel oto "Axpotipt Stwatnpnpéveg Adyn TV iStaftepwv TAPoOvOpK®Y
ouovOnka®v. ‘H nepiovAdoyr] tovg BePaimg dpetdetar katd peydAo pé€pog oti)y nmapatipnorn
KOl TV 0§udEpkela 1OV avaokapéwnv. [lapdu ta ebprjpota ot) Oon adtl) elvar modAd kol
onpavtikd (gik. 1, 2), ta roapyatodoyika kardloura 0 propodoav va dyvon0ody pe oyeti-
KI) e0KOAla, €0V Avadoylobel Kavelg 6Tt T MePLOOGTEPQA KT PLO AVAOKAPIOQV OTIG SEKOETIEG
100 1960 xat 1970.

Ot dAeopéveg UAeg, Bnmg 1o dledpt, elval npoidvia mob onavidtata Ppiokoviar ot dva-
oka@éc. ‘H anovoia t@v ebpnpdtmv adtdv 6ev onpaivel kabolov 6t gv brfjpyav oti)v npoi-
otopiki) énoxr]. 'E&aAlov, épyaleia mov porddouvv pg puddnetpeg €xovv Bpebet 1161 Ao v
“Yoteprn ITadaoAOiki) "Enoyi) kot énopévaog 6ev npénet va Oewpodpe 6t ol Stadikaoieg Ti)g
dAeong émvonOnkav katd t) NeoAbki) "Enoyy.

INatl 6pwg 6ev Ppilokoviar ovviBwg ddeopéveg UAeg; TTpotapyikdg, kKotd t) yvoun pov,
A6yog glvan 1y Grarijpnor] tovg. T 1) Sratrjpnor) yevikdg Opyavik®V DAKGV 0td "Akptijpt, T
tedevtala xpovia Olo€va kal mepltoodtepo Stamotdvovial SloPopeTikeg ovvoijkeg otd
Siapopa tpjporta Tod OiKIopod, g anotédeopa va Stapoppavetatl fj nenoibnorn) 6t i) téppa
1oL OKENQOoE T KUjpLa, Evieyopévmg va piv elxe v ida Beppokpaoia. ‘H Stagpopomoinon
oti) Oeppoxpaocia tig TEPpag gaivetar 6Tt TpokdAeoe i) Stapopd oti) Swatrjprorn v op-
yovik®v bA@v. I'd napddetypa, otl) Avuxi) Oikia ot dpyavikeg BAeg dnavOpaxkdOnkav napad
TO yeyovog 6Tt avaokagika Sev bndpyet Evoet&n) yia mupkayld, évéd oti)v nepiloyi) tod Topéa
A kol oto Zvykpotpa A i) Ogppdtnra thg T€Ppag mod kGAvype ta kujpla mbavétata 6ev
npénel vo rav to iSo dynAy, épéoov ol dpyavikeg BAeg mapovordlouvy dredéotatn kavor).
Ta opyavikd paAiota katddouna ano tig O€oeig avteg Sefyvouy 61 émkpatodoe paAdov pe-
yaAn &npaocia. v nepimrtoon mod i) kavon eivol dredfg, and 1ig opyavikeg BAeg Siortn)-
podvtat KaAvtepa avteg mov danonpaivovrat ypnyopdtepa, Sndadi) Goeg €xovv pikpi) pada,
6nwg ol dheopéves BAeg kal ol BAeg mob épnepiéxovy mupitio (silica), Snwg eivar ta dro-
npoidvta énegepyaoiag Tod Kapnod, eidika ta dyava, ta Aénvpa kal ol itoves. “Etot, katd
v dvaoka@i) tod Swpatiov 1 tod Xvykpotjpatog A Stamot@Onke 611 O KOPIOG TOV

* "H kevipiki) i6éa tijg avakoivworng avtilg droté-  Site of Akrotiri, Thera. Preparations prior to Con-
Aeoe Oépa &pBpov otdo BSA 96 (2001) 27-40 (Pro- sumption: A Preliminary Approach to their Study).
cessed Cereals and Pulses from the Late Bronze Age
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EEXTH 4
LYTKPOTHMA A KTHPIO TQN
0AOX AAIMONON KAAQN AI‘I‘EISZN
_,EZTH 2
TOMEAZ A EEXTH 5 "CPI
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OIKIA ‘
TYNAIKQN P A
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/\ MYAQNEZ OIKIA THX ATKYPAX =
QO 1aEIrMA
[0 23AEI'MATA AYTIKH OIKIA
) 45 AEITMATA TOMEAZE T
-} >eaEmmaTA

Eik. 1. Karoyn to0 oikiopob ué onuelwpeva: a) ta Soudtia mov fpednkav pvlaoves, f) t)v katavour
10OV Setypatov aleopgvns vAng, onwes kai tov apibuo rouvs.

Snuitplak®dv mod Bpédnkav péoa ot ayyelo npénet v rav OAGKANpog Gtav anobnkedOnke,
YU adtd kal 6&v 0dOnKe, £ved 1 péva Botavikd pépn mod Bpébnkav foav Goa épnepteiyav
nopiuol.

Avotuydg 6gv eipeba ot B€on va katavorjoovpe artéAvta Tic ovvefKeg mob Statrjprioav Tg
opyavikeg UAeg otd "Akpotpt. Agv drijpav mupkaylés, dGAAd kal 1) Oeppokpaocio ob eixe 1
ppa, Gtav okénace 1 "Akpotpt, S&v Nrav dpketd DpnAi] yix va drnavBpaxooet 1o E0Aa,
napdGtL 08 OPLoPEva PEPI TOD OIKIOPOD Ttav PKeT] Y v dnavOpak®oel todg onépouvg
(Beppokpaocia 180°C-200°C ywx nArjpr) kavon). Eivar ouvendg avaykaio va mpooSioptobet 1)
Beppokpaocia mod eiye fj kionpr Grav KGAVYPE TOV OIKIOPG, HPOKEIPEVOL VA IPOXWPI OOPE OF
EKTIPI]OEIS Y1 TO MO1EG Kal MGoeg Opyavikeg UAeg S&v Exouv agrjoet Txvn), GAAd Kal yii GAAeg
APYOOAOYIKEG MOPATPIOELS, ONWG OYETIKA PE TS GAAOIWOEIS TOV YPOPGTOV OTig

1. “Exava abt) 1) Stoniotmor) Katd t) COPPETOXH
oL OtV Avaoko@pl)] £0mtepkod dyyelov &ro to Sm-

POTA TV «OOMOPEVOV>» SNUNTPLAK®Y, pg drmotéAeopa
VO ITAPOPEIVOLY P6VO Ta AgySpeva «avepiSio». Xtiv

pértio 1 tod Xvykpotjpatog A, 1o 1995 (BA. TTAIIAAH-
MHTPIOY-I'PAMMENOY, otov mapdévta tépo), St peg
] 6LAAOYI)] TOD YOPOTOG KATATTPAPNKOAY T GIIOTUIIE-

nepimwon mob 0a PAénmape 10 HAKO pévo oto €pya-
otjpio, ot napatnprjoels B frav drelelg Kol ouVEn®dS
O IPoadLOPLOPOS AavOATPEVOG.
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Totyoypagieg, ) Sitdomor) mvakibmv ypagiig, )V MOCOTIKI) €KTiunor) s napovoiag eiddv
KOAQOOIAEKTIKIG, APYALOPOTAVIK®Y KOTAAOIIOV K.0.K.

Aebtepog onovdaiog AGyog eivan 1) dvayvidpon kol 1) neprovAdoyi) TV GAeopévov DAGY Kot
v avaoka@r). ‘H avayvadpion tovg é§aptarat aro v neipa Kol Ty Dopat)pnuketyta Tod
avaokoa@éa. Xti)v neplrtwor) tod "Akpotnpiov ol deopéveg UAeg Sev Stapépouy dg pog 1o
xpdpo and o xdpa. ‘H den tovg éniong eivat «Bedotdvipy. Mévo £av mapatnprjoel Kavelg
MPOOEKTIKA Oelypota GAeopévov DAGY pg yopvo patt, 0a Stomotwoet v Snapdn ivedv i) kal
PUTKOV TR PAToV. ZOVven®g eivat eDK0AGTEPT) I) Avayvaplorj Touvg Gtav Epiepléxoviat ot Kd-
mota kataokevl) i) dyyelo. ‘H Unap&i] tovg ot O€oeig nwg éndvm oe puAdnetpeg i péoa ot
00K olyovpa Pag etvar yid v Gpa dyvootr), eidikd Gtav Bplokoviar 08 JKPEG TOOGTTES,
‘Enopéveg 10 Setypa tdv dAebpov mmob napovotdletat é6®, 6gv aviinpoonevel mapd Eva
PKPO 110000TO TV dAeopévav DAGY mob brfjpyav dpyika ota Ktjpra tod oikiopod. Iap” 6Aa
adtd t mAfjfog toug 6&v eivan apedntéo, idika v okePOel Kaveis o ndte oLAAEXOnKav —
kuping otl) Sekaetia tod 1970 —, kai, O KUPLGTEPO, XWPIG TI) CLPPETOXT] dpyatofoTavoAdyou
Kata i) Sidpkela g dvaokagpils.

‘H pelétn 1dv dleopévov DAGY oto "Akpotrpt vtipetoni¢el 1o cofapd npéPAnpa tig
navielovic anovoiag dleyprot dno GAdeg apyarodoyikeg Oeoetg. To éninedo Swati)pnong tdvV op-
yoavik®@v DAGV oty Hopmria, yi napddetypa, eivar Stagopetiks, Sidu ékel ot BAeg S&v kaAv-
¢Onkav p& kioonprn Kal ot ovvéxela pe featotelaki) T€@pa Hote va Statpnbodv, GAAG pe
AGPa, 1) onola Exkope tedelmg & dpyavikd DAKE, ao td odnola oHdOnKav Povo ta Aotv-
nopota. 1o 'Akpotipt Béfara £xope kal Tig 500 nepurtdoetg, SnAadi) ano i) pila v amov-
Opakmor dpyavik®y DA®V, pg arnotédeopa va S1aowbodyv, ano thyv dAAn arnoovvieon bAGV
nob 6gv dnavOpakddnkav, dGAAa drnoovvtédnkav, pg dnotéAecpa va aprjoovy to Anotinmpd
TovG. Ol AvaoKaPEIS Kal 0l OLVTNPITES 08 AUTEG TIG HEPUTTMOOELS P Yoo Stacdouvy t) pop-
1) ToD «yap€vouv» bAkoD, iSlaltepa TV E6A®V, drrodiSovtag T ékpayela Toug.

I'a 1) pedétn doutov 1od dAeopévov npoidviwv ypetdletar va SnprovpynOel €€ apyic
tonoloyla TdV DAIKGOV kal va épappoobel ovykekpipévi) pebodoloyia épyaoiag. Adto mov
gm 100 mopovtog pHopodpe v Kavope, ano ) okoma ti)g dpyatofotavikilg, eival va
npoodlopioope v UAn, Snladi t) Potaviki] g npoélevor), m.Y. av IpoKertal yud ortdpt
i) kp1Bapt k.0.x. 'Eniong prnopodpe va modpe £av elval OKGImpa OIaopévy) ) elvat drmote-
Aeopa TGV TAPOVOPIKGOY oLuVONKGOV Kal ti)g avaokaiki)s Stadikaociag. Agv yvwpilope Spwg
) Sadikaoia peranoinors tovg, Snladi) a) av eivar dnotédeopa dAéopatog §j Komavi-
opatog ) kal tov 860, B) mowd Mrav i) npogtotpacia td Kapnod npiv dAeobel §j Koma-
vioDet, éav SnAadi) nponynonke kaypdAiopa ij povokepa, y) 6 xpovog mov amarteiton o
kGOe otadio petanoinong. Avta Anotedodv Kal 10 ENGpevo otddlo pedétng, dnwg éniong i
Suakprorn. ‘O yapaxtnpiopog Bepaing 0 nmpénet va Paoctobel ot petprioipa kpiujpla mob
avanapdyovrat. ‘H Ileipapotiki) "Apyatodoyia motebope 6t 0 Sooet moAvtipeg minpo-
popieg kol O pi&etl KATOW0 PAS OTiV EPELVE POG.
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‘O ap1Opdg OV Serypdrov dlevplod kol GAAwV dAeopévav ovoIdY
4Ird OV oikiopd tod "Akpwtnpiov

® Topéag A 9
® Topéag T 2
® YvykpStnpo A 29
® Eeoti) 1 2
® Heoti) 3 9
® Eeoti) 4 2

16 io6yero
3 5pogog

o Avtiki) Oixkia

Eik. 2.

OI AAEXMENEX YAEX
o "Akpoujpt ol dleopéves BAeg elvan ot £€fjg: @) o myoipi?, B) fj gdfad, y) to dAedpt
ootpiov, 6) 10 dAelptl ortaplod kal €) 1o dAevpt KptBaplod. ‘O mPooSloPLoPOg TOV PUTLKDV
HEPOV EIVOL POKPOOKOIIKGG, S1Aadl) yivetal p& otepeo ik pookoIIo o Yapnleg peyebivoeg
s t6Eews x6 péxpt x60%. To yévog 1OV puTk®V Katadomov yid td Snuirplakd ava-
yvopiletar Bdoet TdV pep®dv tod otayvdiov tovg GAAG Kol Ao T dyava mov £Youv mapa-
peiver oto dAeopévo DAk, Baoetl Aoutov ti)g paKpOooKOMIKilG E€TaonG TOV Selypdtmv mpo-
KUIrtet Gt to GAebpt kphaplod eivan 1o md Swadedopgvo o1d "Akpotipt p& 39 Selypota, ved
1O GAebpl ortaplod elval O oIavVISTEPO Kal avttnpoownetetat do 3 Setypota (eik. 3). Ao
Selypata o 1 Toykpsmpa A, Sopdtio 8a® kai Sowpdtio 16 gaivetan St glvar dvapekta
alevpt ortaplod kol Kpbaplod, Eved oto Swpdtio 6 tijg Avtikilg Oikioag dAevpt kptBaplod kal
ottapod Ppébnke dnobnkevpévo Sima S6imAa, fowg yia va StevkoAvvetan 1) dvapei€r| toug,
otav ypewalstav. To dAebpl donpiov avturpoowmebetar arno 6 Selypata. ‘H Avtiki) Oikia
E6woe 8 Selypata «rmAtyovplod» aro kptddpt (gik. 3).

To yeyovog 611 &rro ta 62 Sefypata puuik@v kotadommy oto "Akpwtipt T 20 meptéyovy
PETOIIOUPEVOLg Kapmobg Selxvel STt yivétav ovyxva énegepyaoia TV PUTIKGV TOLg POoiGV-
TOV TPV Ao TV Katavddwor), Kupiwg Gtav EmpoKerto v IapaoKevaotel Popl i) codIieg.

2. Znjpepa 6 6pog «mAyolpl» avapépetar pévo
OT0 OHAOPEVO Oltdpt, EPels Gpmg avapepipeba kal
OO OHAOPEVO KplOdpt.

3. «Ddfa» elvar o onaopgvo ot %o Gompro yo-
Pis PAots. DaPa €xer Ppedel kat ot YE Ia orpdpata
ano ) ©rfa (JONES - HALSTEAD 1993).

4. Xpnoiponolodpe TOV 6po  «IOKPOCKOIIKOG

POCBIOPIoROG» Y& TIG OXETIKG YaunAég peyebvvoerg,
6nAadi) t)g td€ews mov Eyvav £6@, £V TOV Opo «pt-
KPOOKOIILKOG» Y10t peyadUtepes peyeOovoels, i td-
Eewg x400 péxpt kol xthddeg popés.

5. Zuykpdtnpa A, Sopdtio 8a, Setypa M26, CO2,
11.7.1994 kot Sopdrio 16, 22.9.1971, nepiexopevo tod
ayyetov I133.
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[ o onpla BEPara frav dnapattytn mo oxodaotiki) énegepyaoia, yii 1)y driopdrpuvor)
KUPIOG TOD PAo10D, O drolog oLvyvd elvat BAaBepdct. Ta donpra pg v dgaipeor tod pAotod
yivovtat e0koASBpaota, dGAAG mapgyouvy Kal peyadvtepr Suvatdtnta doppoprnong todv Hpe-
OTIK®V TOLG ODOLOV.

MYAQNEZX: ZSTAOEPEX ETKATAXTAXZEIYX ITAPATQTHX AAEEMENQN YAQN

210 "Akpwtipt E€gouvv Bpebel Tpelg puddveg: oti) Avtiki) Oikia, oto iodyeto Sopdtio 3I7, dkpt-
Bae Sima (vétia) Ti)g elo660v Tig oikiag?, otd Tuykpdtpa A, xdpog 15 mob dnotedel kol )
vétia €i0080 t0d oikloTtikod ovykpotpatogd kai otov Topéa A, Sutikd tig armobikng todv
niBwv?. Xtobg puddveg adtodg B propodoe va pootedel kal 1) peydAn puddnetpa nmov Ppé-
Onke évoOPOTPEVI) TAVED OTOV SUTIKG, 08 MIKPO Upog omwdopevo, totyo tod Swpatiov 18,
érfong tod Xvykpotjparog Al Ot puddveg tod "Akpwtnpiov mpopavids drodnAdvooy dp-
YOVOPEVT] Kol peydAn nopoaywyl] GAEOPEVEV IPoidvimy, Kal pdAiota o kabnuepvi) fdor.
‘Evexopévog pa Eexmpioti) opada dAeotdv ij drépn kol GAeoTdV/EPIOpmV Agttovpyodoe
ToLG puAd@ves Kol Stakivodoe ta mpoidvta. Xtov Topéa A, 1) vétia amobrjkr €yel tavtiobel pe
Katdotpo noAnong alevplod, kabwg Stabétel peydlo napdbuvpo nod PA€ner otov Spdpo.
"Evééyetan va oyetiCetal pg Tov pudddva, mapstt Avijkovy 08 Ywplotd Ktjpla, AGyw Tijg yett-
viaorg tovg. "Ano 1 péxpt topa Sedopgva eivan oages u Stv Siébetav BAa T kujpla po-
Aoves. Eivan énfong mBavod i) Aettovpyia 100 pddva var pi) oxetiCetal dpeoa p& g dvaykeg
ti)s oikiag. 'Ava@épw bg mapadetypa t) Avtiki) Oikia, drov fpédnkav Svo peydAa Tpywvika
p1Pela, kal pdAota otov GpoPo, AAAG KOl PKPp®V S10TdoE®mV PUASTIETPES KOl yOuSid 1o
AVIKOLY OV 0iKOOKeLI] TOD OmTIod Kol xprjotgonolodvtay napdAinda pe tobg pouldveg,
€vOEXOPEVMG Y1 AVAYKES OSLaPOPETIKES AITO UTEG OV KAALIITE O PLAGVAG, TOAD mOavov yii
TG Kabnuepiveg Avaykeg Tijg 0iKoyEvelag.

Tt onpaivouv 6pmg ot puAdves (g ykataotdoels nopaywyis; Minwg 6Aa td «volkokv-
PLé» elyav pod@dveg Kol Ad@g, Adyw tod 6ttt kujpla S&v £xouy mApws AVaOKa@PET, Pag
Otvetan 1) évtdnworn 6t bmijpyav pévo ot Oplopéva onpela; To ktjplo mob AvaokGPpnKe
nAfjpwg eivan 1) Avuki] Oikia kol éxkel Bpédnke téTo1a kataokevy). Eivar adto toyaio; I1av-
TG, KPIVOVIAG GVIIKEMEVIKA GIIO TV moodtjta tdv dleopévov DAGV mob PBpédnke oto
Akpotpt (74 Setypata), polovét Sev dvtinpoowiiebovy GAeg Tig Opyavikeg UAeg ToD oiki-
opod, motetetatl 1t SIvouy i AVIUIPOOMIEVLTIKT) eikdva tod Ti dufjpye. Avotvxdg drGpn
1oAAeg Opyavikeg UAeg Bplokovial Kata xopav pEoa oe Ayyelo oTtov XDPOo Ti)g AVAOoKOPI)S.
‘EmmnAéov S&v €xouvv dxképn dvaoka@el ta iodyela modev kinpiov, 6nov kuping &rmodn-
Kevovtay T QUTIKA HPOIoVIa. ¢ GVIUIPOOMIEVTIKG, OG PO TV moadtnta, Selypa O
propodoe va yprjotponotfodv ta apyatofotavikd katdlowua ano ) Avtiki) Oikia, 6mov

6. BA. HANSEN 2000. 9. Thera V, 23, rtiv. 40, 42 Thera VI, uiv. 25b.
7. NTOYMAS 1979, 264. 10. Ojpa 1V, 177, miv. 245a° NTOYMAY 1994, miv.
8. Thera 111, riiv. 10: 2. 89a.
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"Axpotipt Ofjpog. 'Adeopéves/konaviopéveg UAeg

kol mOavd mopookevdopato (Popi/magypudad;)

"AAebpt ortaplod

"AAebpt kp1OopLOD

"AAebpr dompiov

Ei8og popod

Topéag A
"AnoO1krn
nibov
"AnoOrikn) 1
"AnoO1jkr) 2
"AnoOnkr) 3,3

N — QO

+10)

1G)

Topéog I
Mupdévog 1
Mupdévog la
Mnpévog 1,
Sop. 1

1G)

Svykpétnpa A
Al

Ala

A2

A8a

A9,1

Al16

Sy WO R Ot OU =

Eeoti) 1
Xopog la

Eeoti) 3
Awopdrtio 6
Aopduo 7
Aopdtio 11
Dpéap 48

1(;)
1G)
4()
2()

XHpog KaAGV
ayyelov

Yivolo

38

14

Eik. 3.
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Bpédnkav 62 Seiypata, ¢k tdv omoiov to 20 eiyav dnootel kGnowo €i8og £negepyaoiog p&
puAdnetpa i) youdt. ‘H Swaniotworn attl] npoékupe amo t) peAétn) tod tponov onacipatog
TOV KOPHI@V.

‘H peydAn napaywyi) mobd dnmodnAadvouv ol puddveg mpénet va ouvéeetat pg peyaAng kAi-
pokag dnobrjkevor), kupimg ot nibouvg ikavijg ywpnuikstntag. Evéeyopévwg dnijpyav dAev-
panobijkeg mob mpoprjdevay oTobg KATolKovg Tig avaykaleg moodtnteg dAebpmv. AdTO mov
npénel Spog va émonpaviel 6@ elvan Gt T ddeopéva mpoidvia xprlovy Gpeong Kata-
valwong, siétt npoofdAlovtar moAd eBkoda o ta évropa i) t)v dypaoia. 'Eved té Snpun-
Tplaka Kal 10 dompla, &av O6ev Ttpavpatiobel O ondépog pg to dleopa i) 10 komdviopa,
Sratnpodvtat drmobnkevpéva ot kadeg ouvOikeg Y& TovAdyloTov Eva Ypévo, akoun kal §vo,
1O mAyolpt KOl O GAelpt mpéret var KatavadwBodv dpéows. Agv elvat yvwoti) f) katavalwor)
OV el6®dV adT®V 010 "AKpwTIipt, ®OTG0O 1) Yp1io1) mAtyovplod, pafag kot dAevplod mpémet va
nrav modarmdrj. ‘Yodpyouvv évSei&eig 6t ortnpd payeipetoviay p& dAeg tpogés. “Exouy
Bpedet, yia napdaderypa, ortnpd padl pe 6otd papidv. Mia dAAn, BéPata, onpavriki) yprjon
B fray mBavidg oty HapaoKeLl) Poptod p npoldpt ij dlupov. “Onwg €xet 1j61) dvagpepbel
&AMoD, 1] mapaokevi] Popod ténov nitag Od mpénet v émkpatodoe oto "Akpotipill, gav
OX1 YeVIKa o8 6Mo 10 voTio Aiyaio, S16Tt ol noikidieg tod ortaptod dAAd kal i) EXAewpr) polpvwv
— €KTOG A110 660 PopnTa Ppovpvaxia mod Ppébnkav otov oiklops — pag mpotpénouvy va dio-
ompiSovpe v dmoyn avt. M ¢pePoTATOPEVH) EPELVO TOV APTOOKEVAOPUATOV TOD
"Axpwtrnpiov Bploketar ot §€N&).
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CRUSHED AND/OR POUNDED ARCHAEOBOTANICAL MATERIAL
FROM AKROTIRI, THERA: A PRELIMINARY STUDY

ANAYA SARPAKI

krotiri is exceptional for its finds of crops processed and prepared to be consumed. These are

flour of barley, wheat, legumes, crushed legumes called "fava", crushed barley called "bulgur"
and amorphous fragments of botanical material, which we have conventionally named here "bread-
like" lumps.

Due to the very rare occurrence of these substances in excavations elsewhere in Greece, they open
the way to totally new research, for which previous work is of little help. However, these substances
present certain problems, the first being the difficulty of recognizing and collecting them in excava-
tions. They are the same colour as the soil that surrounds them, but they have a rather velvety touch,
and when examined closely, some cereal chaff can be detected. The great problem is the classifica-
tion of these substances, since we cannot identify the process that reduced them to their present state,
especially as these classifications will have to be precise and quantifiable. In order to answer some of
the questions, we believe that experimental archaeology has a great deal to offer regarding classifi-
cation of these samples of organic matter and their interpretation.

From the study of such substances from Akrotiri, it is clear that barley flour is the commonest,
represented by 39 samples (figs.6 & 7), whereas wheat flour is the rarest, represented by 3 samples.
Legume flour, on the other hand, is represented by 6 samples, and "bulgur” by 8 samples, found only
in the West House. The distinctive feature of this "bulgur” is that it was made from barley and not
wheat, as is the norm nowadays.

Another problem requiring further investigation at Akrotiri concerns the tools and installations
used to process the plant material. Moveable tools, such as quern stones, have been found in large
numbers, but milling benches have also been found alongside these, such as the milling bench in room
3C of the West House, and in Delta 18, which is close to Delta 2, the so-called shrine. It has been noted
that "religious" celebrations/gatherings of people are often associated with feasting, and feasting is
related to food preparation and cooking, which leads ultimately to consumption. Consequently, this
interaction between food preparation areas and feasting merits further investigation.

Another problem which needs further investigation at Akrotiri is the connection between milling
benches and large storage capacities, which seem to have been devoted to the storage of milled mate-
rial such as those found in Arvaniti 1 and Delta 1. In those cases, the stored processed material (e.g.
flour) was perhaps not intended for a "household" but rather for a more complex economy of
exchange, barter or even payment for labour by some authority. Whatever these transactions, the
foodstuffs needed to circulate fairly rapidly, as their viable qualities are diminished once processed
and they are susceptible to infestation and vermin attack. They would either then circulate as raw
material or as some product, such as broth, breads, cakes and so forth

The archaeobotanical finds from Akrotiri have provided some clues to the kinds of breads used
in the Late Bronze Age. The presence of wheat with very low gluten content, such as einkorn
(Triticum monococcum), and little emmer (T. dicoccum), but mainly barley (Hordeum vulgare —
hulled), in conjunction with the lack of ovens in the excavated settlement, except for two small
portable ones (Figs 13 & 14), had led to the assumption that "pita" bread was mainly consumed.
However, study of the "bread-like" lumps from Akrotiri, which is currently underway, may well shed
further light on this issue.



