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A great deal of debate has been inspired by the fact that several Linear B tablets record offerings of
perfumed oil that were dedicated to the wanax, or king. The question has been whether these
offerings were sent to the mortal king of the Mycenaean state, which would imply that he was
considered to be divine, or if they were sent to a divinity whose title was ‘wanax’; if the latter, which
divinity was being specified by the Linear B scribes? Another theory proposes that it was the reigning
mortal wanax who was given an offering because of his religious role. As none of these proposals are
entirely satisfactory, | draw on both Linear B and archaeological evidence to propose an alternate
solution: perhaps what we might be seeing is a form of hero worship focused on an ancestral wanax.
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