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KYKAAAIKO XEMINAPIO - CYCLADIC SEMINAR
[Tepiinym

Katd 1 ddpkelon cootikov avockaponv e KIT Eeopelag Ilpoictopikav ko Kiaciwkomv
Apyarotntov, vov Egopeiog Apyoarotitov Hpaxieiov, ta €t 2008-2009 wor 2012, otov owioud
«Mmovydda Metdy», Aya pétpa dvtikd tov Avaktopov g Kvwcsod kot votie tov Mikpov
Avaktopov, Nphav 610 MG TOALL TUMLOTO KO CTAPAYLLATO TOLY0YPAPias, To omoia épovv chvheon
ne yeMdovia o Ppayddeg tomio kot vepkeipevn Loeopo e KHKAOLS Kol TVieS.

[Ipdkertar yio v amokaiovpevn Toyoypaeio tov Xeldovidv, 1 omoia amokoAVeOnKe ce
TOALEG, EMOAANAEG OTPAOCELS, UE TO KOUUATIOL OCBECTOKOVIAUATOS GUYKEVIPOUEVA GE EVOV LKPO
TAOKOGTPMTO YMDPO EVIOS KTIPLOKOD GLYKPOTNUATOS 6TV TOAN TS Kvawsov. H tpototumio tng £yketton
070 YeYOVOG OTL GLVIOTA TN HOVOSIKY €mG ONUEPE YVOOT (WYPUPIKN OTEKOVION YEMOOVIDV TNG
pwvowne Kpnmge. Enuoaviikod givar, emiong, 6t Bpébnke o€ cuvaptnon pe kepapukn, Kvping g MM
IIB meprodov, n omoia mepieddpfove Kot Aiya 6ctpakae g MM IIIA mepiddov, yeyovoc mov Ty kabiotd
70 TPOIUOTEPO YVOSTO £C onpepa detypa peyding Coypaeikng oto Atyaio g Emoyng tov Xaikoo.

Ymv moapovoa OGAEEN emyelpeital Tapovsiaon TNng Towoypapiog 6to TANIGLO TG €VPVTEPNC
EIKOVIOTIKNG TEYVNG TOL Atyaiov pe emikevipo 10 BEpa Tov ¥eAOOVIOD, Kot Kupimg TS TEXVNG TOV
Kukhddwv wor ewdkdtepa g Onpoc, 6mov to mAN0og TV TEXVEPY®V TOL omewovilovv TO
OLYKEKPIUEVO BEUA KOl 1 EKOVOYPOPIKT TOVG TOWKIAIL LIEPTEPOVV EVAVTL OTOLGONTOTE GAANG
TEPLOYNGS TOV TPOIGTOPIKOV Atyaiov.

Abstract

During rescue excavations conducted by the 23rd Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical
Antiquities, currently the Ephorate of Antiquities of Heraklion, in 2008-2009, and 2012, at the settlement
of "Bougada Metochi", located a few meters west of the Palace of Knossos and south of the Little Palace
-numerous parts and fragments of a fresco came to light. The fresco features a composition depicting
swallows in a rocky landscape, surmounted by a frieze of circles and bands.

This is the so-called Swallow Fresco, which was uncovered in multiple successive layers, with
the plaster fragments concentrated within a small, paved space inside a building complex in the city of
Knossos. Its uniqueness lies in the fact that it constitutes the only known painted depiction of swallows
found in Minoan Crete to date. It is also important that fresco was found in association with pottery
dating primarily to the MM IIB period, together with a few sherds dating to the MM IIIA period. This
makes it the earliest known example of large-scale painting in the Bronze Age Aegean.

This lecture aims to present the fresco within the broader context of Aegean pictorial art,
focusing on the representation of the swallow, particularly in the Cyclades, and more specifically on
Thera, where both the number of artifacts depicting this motif and their iconographic variety are greater
than in any other region of the prehistoric Aegean.



Ew. 1. To peyaddtepo cmlopevo tunpa g Toyoypapiog Tov XeMdovidv: xeAO0VL KOUPVIOGUEVO
o€ Bpoaymon GYNUATIGHO KOl ITTAREVO YEAOOVICL.

Fig. 1. The largest surviving section of the Swallow Fresco: swallow perched on a rocky formation and
flying swallows.

Ewk. 2. Ave {ovn toyoypaeiog: Coeopog pe KOKAOLG KOl TOLVIES.
Fig. 2. Upper zone of the fresco: frieze decorated with circles and bands



